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NOTE 


Very little is known of the intellectual life of the Jews living 
in Southern Arabia. A good deal of their literature has per- 
ished, and their continuel struggles with poverty and oppression 
have not been favorable to the developement of literary activity. 
The only attempts we know of to produce a systematic treatise 
on Jewish theology is “The Garden of Wisdom” of Nathan’el 
al Fayyumi who lived in the twelfth century. Some years ago 
the Library of the Columbia University came into possession of 
a unique manuscript of this work, written in Yemenite Hebrew 
characters. Dr. David Levine has in the present volume edited 
the text of this work and provided the same with a translation. 

Under ordinary circumstances the editing of an Arabic work 
from a single manuscript is a hazardous undertaking. The 
pitfalls into which the editor may slip are so numerous as to 
deter any one but a most courageous scholar. In the present 
case the difficulties are enhanced by the fact that the Arabic 
is written with Hebrew characters—as was often the case when 
Jews wrote in Arabic. This use of foreign characters often does 
apparent violence to the morphology and syntax of the lang- 
uage, and makes it difficult to recognize forms in their unac- 
customed dress. The author was not a man of much literary 
ability. He writes in a somewhat slovenly style, and his scribe 
seems at times not to have understood what he wrote down, 
so that the manuscript fairly teams with errors. Both 
author and scribe were careless also of their Biblical 
quotations. These have not always been corrected, in order 
not to unduly increase the notes. Dr. Levine has worked with 
much assiduity to solve the various difficulties, though he re- 
cognizes that a number still remain unexplained. 

It must be noted that in the use of the Hebrew alphabet 
the scribe employs “Sade” for both Arabic ‘‘ Dad” and 
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“Tha”. The letter “Gimel” without a point stands for the 
Arabic “Jim”; the same letter with a point superimposed for 
Arabic “Ghain”’. In order to accommodate the reader and 
to follow the practice common in printed works of this char- 
acter, the order has been reversed, the pointed “Gimel” re- 
presenting “Jim” and the unpointed representing “Ghain”. 

In establishing the text and in perfecting the translation, 
both Dr. Levine and myself wish to acknowledge the assistance 
given by Mr. I. Broydé, who has put his excellent knowledge 
of this literature at our entire disposal. 


RICHARD GOTTHEIL. 
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The Yemenite Jews Prior To 1175 


Jews probably settled in Yemen in Biblical times. The 
favorable position of south-western Arabia for commercial pur- 
poses must have fairly thrust itself upon the attention of a 
people who in the days of Solomon pushed their way even to 
Spain.’ In the course of time the Jewish population assumed 
such proportions and their religion became so highly esteemed 
that King Abu Kariba and all his people embraced Judaism 
(500 C. E.). In 515 Abu Kariba was succeeded by his son 
Yusuf, known usually as Dhu Nuwas, The fate of this king 
and his realm is set forth as follows in the Jewish Encyclo- 
paedia : 

“His zeal for Judaism brought about his fall. Having 
heard of the persecutions of the Jews by the Byzantine em- 
perors he retaliated by putting to death some Byzantine mer- 
chants who were travelling on business through Himyara. This 
destroyed the trade of Yemen with Europe and involved Dhu 
Nuwas in a war with the heathen king Aidug whose commer- 
cial interests were injured thereby. Dhu Nuwas was defeated 
(521) but succeeded in re-establishing his kingdom, Soon, how- 
ever, he entangled himself in a new difficulty, He made war 
against the Christian city Najran, in Yemen, which was a de- 
pendency of his kingdom, and on its capitulation, in spite, it 
is said, of his promise of immunity from punishment, he offered 
the citizens the alternative of embracing Judaism or being put 
to death. As they refused to renounce their faith he executed 
their chief, Harith (Aretas) ibn Kaleb and three hundred and 
forty chosen men. This event caused a great stir among the 
Christians; and the Roman emperor, Justin I, requested the 
Negus Elezbaa of Ethiopia to march against the Jewish king. 
Accordingly an Ethiopian army crossed the Red Sea to Yemen. 


Jewish Quarterly Review, vol. IIL. p. 624. 
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Dhu Nuwas endeavored unsuccessfully to prevent its landing. 
The ensuing engagement terminated disastrously for Dhu 
Nuwas. His city of Zafora (Thafar), together with his queen 
and the treasure, fell into the hands of the enemy, Preferring 
death to capture, Dhu Nuwas rode into the sea and was 
drowned.” } 

Again the Yemenite Jews appear upon the stage of history, 
when in common with their brethern elsewhere in Arabia, they 
refused to countenance the pretensions of Mohammed (575-632) 
and subjected his Kuran to a derisive criticism. They suffered 
so heavily in the ensuing conflict that they were practically lost 
to recorded history for about five hundred and fifty years.? 

Once more the curtain rises in 1172 revealing a community 
writhing under the cruel heel of religious persecution. The 
governor of Yemen had rebelled against Saladin, Sultan of 
Egypt, and now was in possession of the province. Being 
intensely intolerant of any faith other than Islam, he repeated 
the story of persecution enacted by Abdullah ibn Tumart in 
Barbary in 1122 and by Abdul Mumin in Andalusia in 1148. 
In his effort to obliterate the name of Israel he was aided by 
a renegade Jew, Samuel ibn Abbas, who fulminated against his 
brethern and their faith in a book written sometime between 
1165 and 1172. The persecution was becoming acute when an 
enthusiast proclaimed himself the precursor of the Messiah 
about to appear in Yemen. The rebellion might have gotten 
beyond the stage of incipency had not the luckless Elijah paid 
for his zeal with his life. Moreover, thenceforth there was to 
be no alternative but Islam or exile. The head of Yemenite 
Jewry, Rabbi Jacob ben Nathanel ben Fayyumi, and his faithful 
followers were in utter despair. What should be done to pre- 
serve the ancient heritage of Israel? Providentially there was 
at hand a disciple of Maimonides, Solomon ha-Cohen, who had 
but recently arrived from Cairo, At his suggestion Rabbi Jacob 
wrote for counsel to the sage of Cordova, then physician at the 
court of Saladin.* The response of Maimonides was the famous 
Epistle to Yemen (Kitab al-Yaman or Iggereth Teman) in which 


°’ The Jewish Encyclopedia, vol. IV., p. $53. 
‘3. Graetz: Geschichte der Juden, vol. VI., 206 ff. 
® Lichtenberg: Responsa of Rambam II., p. 7. 
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his brethren were “ consoled, assured that they were being tried 
by God, that they should by all means remain loyal to Judaism, 
that the Messiah will come but his advent cannot be calculated, 
that the Law will never be abrogated and that the Creator will 
never send another Law besides that vouchsafed to Israel. But 
Maimonides did not restrict his services to words. He turned 
his growing influence in Cairo to account, and when in 1174 
Saladin’s brother assumed the reins of government in Yemen, 
the material condition of the Jews followed their spiritual con- 
dition on the road to better things. In the daily Glorification 
Prayer (Kaddish) the grateful Yemenites included a compli- 
mentary allusion to Maimonides.”* 


Yellin and Abrahams, Maimonides, p. 105. 
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II 
Nathanel and His Book 


The father of the rabbi to whom Maimonides addressed the 
Iggereth Teman was none other than the author of the Bustan 
al-Ukul, Nathanel ben al-Fayyumi. The clue to this identity 
is furnished by a poem of Ibn Gebirol (1020-1070) quoted in 
the “ Bustan.” In this effusion the poet laments that ‘ Ishmael 
slew and devastated for four hundred and sixty-one years.” 
Remembering that the Mohammedan era begins in the year 
622 and that the calendar of Islam, being purely lunar, loses 
eleven days for every solar year, we readily determine the date 
of the poem 622 + 461 — 14 = 1069, evidently falling in the life- 
time of Ibn Gebirol. Nathanel quotes that “Ishmael slew and 
devastated for five hundred and fifty-nine years.” This would 
set the date as 622-+ 559 — 161165, almost a century after 
the death of the famous poet and philosopher. Hence it is 
clear that Nathanel made the substitution consciously to bring 
the poem down to his own day to which it applied with so much 
force. The “ Bustan” is thus the oldest Jewish Yemenite work 
extant. 

In the Iggereth Maimonides incidentally speaks of Nathanel 
as no longer living—“the highly honored master and rabbi, 
Nathanel (of blessed memory) bar Fayyumi.”* 

Since the “ Bustan” was written in 1165 and the Iggereth in 
1172 our author must have died within seven years after the 
composition of his work. He probably lived in Sana’a as the 
head of the Jewish community and at his death was succeeded 
by his son, Jacob. The patronimic Al-Fayyumi would indicate 
that the family came originally from the Fayyum in Egypt, the 
birthplace of the father of Jewish philosophy, Saadiah Gaon. 

The sources of the Bustan may, for convenience, be divided 
into the Jewish and the non-Jewish. 

After the fashion of many mediaeval Jewish writers on 
philosophical and ethical subjects, Nathanel resorts to the Bible 

1 


Bustan, p. 7%. 
? Lichtenberg: Responsa of Rambam II., p. 1. 
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not as a well-spring of science but merely for the confirmation 
of philosophic views already established.* Other Jewish works 
quoted are the Talmud and Teshuboth (Responses), the poetical 
works of Shelomo Hakatan (Ibn Gebirol) and Yehudah Halewi, 
Saadiah’s al-Amanat and Bachya’s Hoboth Hallebaboth. There 
is no evidence to prove that Nathanel even knew of Ibn Gebi- 
rol’s Fons Vitae or Joseph ibn Zaddik’s Olam Katan, The 
resemblances are due to the fact that all three authors had re- 
course to the same treasure-house, the Encyclopaedia of the 
Brethren of Sincerity (Ihwan as-Safa)? 

The non-Jewish sources are represented by the Koran, the 
utterances of numerous anonymous poets and “pious men,” 
and the Encyclopaedia. With the proverbial Yemenite weak- 
ness for omitting names Nathanel never mentions the Ihwan 
as such but refers to them as “the philosophers,’* “the 
learned,” “the authors who have a firm footing in science,” etc. 

Nathanel intended the “ Bustan” to be a popular introduc- 
tion to Jewish theology, a “ compendium for our youth and for 
any of our brethren into whose hand it may fall.”* He there- 
fore strove to make it simple, studiously avoiding arguments 
profound or abstract. For the philosophic and scientific basis 
of his work he betook himself to the Encyclopaedia of the Breth- 
ren. This compilation was “the best articulated statement of 
a system that furnished a complete scheme of education, or of 
man’s true relation to the universe, that enabled him that re- 
ceived it to lead a perfectly rational, aimful, and, therefore, free 
life.’ This system he enlisted in the service of Judaism, The 
head was to serve as the gateway to the heart. Among the 
Jews of Yemen he probably represents the last exponent of the 
doctrines of the Brethren of Sincerity. He was not the great 
master who develops a system to its highest point, leaving 
nothing for his followers to add, but he took that system as he 
found it and made it what it was intended to be—an angel of 
light. 


1 For this practice of Mediaeval Jewish ethical and philosophical 
writers cf. Bacher’s Bibeleregese der Religionsp'uilosophen vor Maimunt. 

2 Ibn Zaddik, Moses ibn Ezra and Bachya did likewise: Doctor, /bn 
Zaddik, p. 12. 

* The full text of the Ihwan as-Safa has been published in Bombay, 
1303-1306 A. H. Beginning in 1865, Fr. Dieterici has published portions 
of the text in Arabic and a condensed German translation of many of the 
treatises. For details see Brockelmann, Geschichte der Arabischen Lite- 
ratur, i. pp. 2173 et seq. 

* ) Bustan, py 2 
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III 


The Yemenite Jews in the Days of Nathanel 


The political condition of the Yemenite Jews at this time 
was far from pleasant. The yoke of the Islamic rulers lay 
heavily upon them, and unceasingly did they yearn for the ad- 
vent of that scion of David who was to chastise their oppres- 
sors and restore the foot-sore tribe to its ancient power and 
glory. The Mohammedan Yemenites were wont to taunt the 
Jews that the Torah had been abrogated in favor of the Koran. 
Spirited arguments would ensue which, judging from the “Bus- 
tan,” usually ended with a logical victory for the Jews. It was 
but a continuation of the old contest between the founder of 
Islam and “the People of the Book.” 

The “Bustan,” furthermore, throws some light upon the 
education of the Yemenite Jew. This education was to be no 
mere ornament, nor the acquisition thereof merely a pleasant 
pastime. “O seeker of wisdom, seize it in spite of its opposition, 
and know that the meadow of learning is divided up by streams.’” 
The processes involved in the acquisition of knowledge were 
regarded as four: attention, retention in memory, the practical 
application of one’s knowledge and the diffusion thereof. Facts 
were thus to become factors, “ Knowledge is a cost and a care 
to him that fails to act through it.”—‘ Learning is the parent 
and the deed is the child.”—“ Learning is a tree and the deed 
is its fruit.”—“ Learning must be the inspiration to a deed, 
otherwise it escapes us.” The spirit of this education was 
thus in harmony with that of our own times. Under brighter 
political and social conditions the splendor of Jewish achieve- 
ments in Moorish Spain might have been rivalled by that in 
South-western Arabia. But the sun of the Andalusian Jews 
failed to rise for their brethren of Yemen, | 

Some of the elements of their general education may be 
inferred from Nathanel’s exhortation that we consider what 


+ Bastan, p. 67. *. Bustan, p. 50. * Bustan, p. 30. 
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God has vouchsafed unto man in the way of knowledge, enabl- 
ing him to “evolve writing, the reading of books, the composi- 
tion of verses, polite literature and commentaries, the cultiva- 
tion of letter-writing and eloquence, and the study of history 
according to years, genealogies, dynasties, and the conjunction 
of the planets.” The statement of Maimonides in his epistle 
to the Jews of Lunel that the Jews of Yemen knew “little of 
the Talmud, being acquainted only with the Agadic exposi- 
tion,” * is borne out by the general tenor of the Bustan when- 
ever reference is made to the Talmud. These people were not 
of the type of Rashi (1040-1150) for whom Judaism as repre- 
sented by the Bible and the Talmud was the all in all; nor of 
the type of Maimonides who would examine and interpret his 
faith in the light of Aristotle; but devout worshippers at the 
shrine of the then dominant philosophy, the eclecticism of the 
Brethren of Sincerity. Therefore, aside from the mastery of 
the Bible, the Agadic portions of the Talmud, various Mid- 
rashim, the ceremonials of the faith, a few Jewish philosophical 
works, the writings of poets and ascetics, and the elements 
noted above, the higher education of the Yemenite Jew con- 
sisted in a thorough knowledge of the Encyclopaedia and the 
application of this knowledge to daily conduct and to the under- 
standing of the “mysteries ” contained in the Scriptures. He 
sought to realize clearly that God, the One, must be uncon- 
ditionally isolated in order to obtain an ultimate unity of all 
distinctions and antitheses, in which, therefore, all difference 
must vanish in pure simplicity of being. This simple Unity 
could not be identified with Reason, for in Reason is the 
antithesis of thought and its object. He then looked upon all 
things external to this pure Unity as a series of emanations. 
From the unconditioned, absolute One emanated the Universal 
Reason which is the final source of all existents, celestial and 
terrestial. From the over-flow of the Intellect issued forth the 
Universal Soul, the origin and goal of the partial souls which 
exist in the world of nature. From the Universal Soul there 
also emanated primal matter, and from it in turn secondary or 


‘* Bustan, p. 47. 
Graetz: Geschichte III., p. 492. 
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tri-dimensional matter, i. e. Body. Then successively, one from 
the other, appeared nature—sub-lunary and transient—the four 
elements, and lastly things or products. This streaming forth of 
the emanations was off-set by a streaming back of these forces 
to the primal force. This was conceived spatially as taking place 
from the middle point of the earth to the stars, i. e., through 
the minerals to plants, then to animal, man and angel. The 
abode of the last was the All-soul. The aspiration of the human 
soul appeared to be to find its way back to this source. The 
world, as it was then understood, offered ample testimony to 
the soundness of these Neoplatonic, soul-satisfying teachings. 
Under the sphere of the moon there exist minerals, plants, and 
animals. The highest type of mineral is moss which partakes 
also of the qualities of plant life. The noblest species of the 
plants is the palm which shares certain qualities with animal 
forms of life: the pollen of the male fertilizes the female, other- 
wise no fruit will be produced; and when the head is lopped 
off, the tree dies. Likewise in the animal kingdom there is 
the ape which also belongs to the same class of creatures as man, 
This transition from mineral to plant, from plant to lower 
animal, and from the last to man suggested the inference that 
in the genus man there must be a species resembling the higher 
genus, the angels. This species consists of the prophets and 
their disciples. These disciples are the learned and the wise— 
the noblest of men. In this world they are angels potentially ; 
and when God translates them to the Glorious Dwelling they 
become angels in actuality. This Glorious Dwelling is the All- 
Soul. Thus man mounted the heavens, carried thither upon 
the wings of the Arabic doctrine of evolution, “This doctrine 
hardly differs from the Darwinian except in not recognizing the 
struggle for life as an agent in the process; the older theory 
putting instead of this the natural desire of all things to return 
to their sources.”? 

In imparting knowledge, a careful distinction was made be- 
tween the exoteric and the esoteric. The latter was reserved 
exclusively for the select few esteemed worthy of it and capable 


Jl 


’ Davidson, p. 448. 
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of grasping it. These constituted the class known as “the 
learned, the heirs of the prophets, This designation—* the 
heirs of the prophets ”—had profound significance for the 
Yemenite Jews as well as for the great body of their brethren 
throughout the world. According to the Jewish view of those 
days, all the science and philosophy then known had been 
originally taught by the prophets of old. Unfortunately, this 
knowledge had been embodied in the oral tradition which was 
to remain unwritten,| and as a consequence it was almost 
wholly lost during the various cataclysms of Jewish history. 
This belief can be traced as far back as the Alexandrian Aristo- 
bulus. Philo Judaeus (20 B. C. 4o C. E.) and Josephus 
(37-95),2, Yehudah Halevi* Maimonides* and Abarbanel> were 
of those who voiced this view in later times. Many Christian 
and Mohammedan authors did likewise. Prominent among the 
last were the Ihwan as Safa. Ibn Roshd (Averroes, 1126-1198), 
a contempary of Nathanel, is explict on this subject in his 
“ Destruction of the Destruction” (Tahafut al-tahafut).® Thus 
the Yemenite Jew was taught to look with pride upon the 
extraordinary achievements and contributions of his nation. 
Translating himself by the magic of his imagination to the re- 
mote past, he beheld Socrates admitted into the treasure-house 
of Jewish lore by Achitophel and Asaph, Plato stepped forward 
either in the person of Jethro or as a converted disciple of 
Jeremiah in Egypt; and the Stagirite was revealed sitting at 
the feet of Simon the Just. A great yearning seized upon 
the Jews to acquire and to disseminate what they believed had 
been lost to them. Especially in the works of the translators 
and writers of the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries we hear 
by the side of lamentations over the loss of the old, jubilation 
over the reappearance, the renascence,, of their ancient intel- 
lectual possessions. They were raising up the fallen booth of 
their wisdom. This belief was an inspiration, intensity of which 
can be approximately appreciated by considering the contribu- 


1 Talmud, Gittin 60b. 
2 Contra Apion, Bk I, ch. 22. ® Kusari I, 63; Il, 66. 
: Dalalat I, ch., LX XII. 5 Commentary, Gen. x. I. 


Munk, Le Guide des Egares, vol. I, p. 332, note 3. 
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tion of the mediaeval Jews to the literary treasures of western 
civilization. They fed their national pride upon the intellectual 
food that had been stored up in Syriac and Arabic granaries. 
The results of their activity were far reaching. Europe was 
stifling in the fond embrace of the Holy Church, Independent 
thought meant heresy and death; and, besides, there was little 
upon which independent thought could exert itself. The Jews 
provided the material. Men studied, pondered and breathed 
in another atmosphere. It required but time, and philosophy 
won the right to stand side by side with Church doctrine: “In 
the realm of grace the Church is supreme; in the realm of 
nature, Aristotle.”* Then came the great Thomas Aquinas 
and effected what appeared to be a chemical combination of 
the two elements. But the union was unnatural. Men as- 
serted their God-given right to think and to believe indepen- 
dently of the dogmatic accumulations of centuries. Thus was 
prepared a royal road over which the world journeyed into the 
Reformation, the Renaissance, and the modern distinction be- 
tween Church and State with all that implies. Mankind has 
not as yet fully appreciated the role played by the Mediaeval 
Jew. 

Though the geographical location of the Yemenite Jews 
robbed them of the privilege of exercising as great an influence 
as their more favored Western brethren, history must recognize 


them also as heroes in the struggle for the world’s emancipa- 
tion. 


D. Kaufmann: Die Sinne, p. 3 ff. 
2 Summa T*eologia I, Qu. I, 8 
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In the name of Him “who imparts knowledge unto man”.* 
“The secret of the Lord is with those that fear him.” ? 

In the name of God, the merciful and compassionate, do I 
begin. By His words am I led aright, His ordinances will | 
follow—God thy Gracious Helper! Praised be God, yea the 
God of Israel, the First preceding every primeval thing; the 
Cause of the cause of causes; the Ancient who passeth not 
away; who is one, but not in the category of number, de- 
clared a Unity, Unequalled, Everlasting; who “beareth not nor 
was He born”; the Absolute Unity, the One in eternity; who 
emanateth souls, originateth forms, createth and produceth 
the bodies. Great are His benevolence, honor and might. He 
is free from limitations, acting at will. His are the celestiai 
sphere, wisdom and power, decreeing and disposing, laudation 
and eulogy, beneficence and munificence, dominion and perpetu- 
ity, majesty and grandeur, creation and empire, uniqueness, and 
omnipotence. He is the Living One who dieth not; the Eter- 
nal by virtue of His eternity; the Permanent because of His 
Permanence; the Divine Creator through His Supreme power, 
potent to do whatsoever He wishes. Nothing is like unto 
Him; He created all things out ot nothing. Unto him we can- 
not apply definition, attribute spatiality or quality. He has no 
throne that would imply place nor a footstool that would imply 
sitting. He cannot be described as rising up or sitting down, 
as moving or as motionless, as bearing or as being born, as 
having characteristics or as in anywise defined. Before Him 
all the idols were humiliated, and all creatures bowed in adora- 
tion. He does not enter or go out, descend or ascend. He is 
far beyond the reach of the human intellect, transcending ap- 
prehension, conception, and even conjecture. His essence is 
indescribable and cannot be grasped by means of the attributes. 
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He is exalted even beyond the sublimity and the greatness 
ascribed to Him by the philosophers, as the prophet, peace 
be with Him, praised Him and said in his outburst of praise: 
“Tet them bless Thy glorious Name—Thy Name be exalted 
above all blessing and praise!”»* And now to proceed. 

The first creation of God was the Universal Intellect—the 
origin of life, the fountain of blessings, the well-spring of hap- 
piness. It is the source of emanations—the spheres, the ele- 
ments, exalted souls, complex bodies, and the varied forms in 
the earth and in the heavens. God made it by His word and 
His will, not from anything and not in anything, not with any- 
thing and not through anything. He simply willed that it 
should be, and it issued forth a perfect intelligence, under- 
standing its essence, which was charged with all His creations 
and thus became the maker of everything made and the bearer 
of everything borne. It was in a state of rest because of its 
perfection and completeness, but began to bestir itself out of 
thanksgiving for the blessings it had received at the hands of 
its Creator. The Universal Intellect is referred to by the Holy 
Scriptures in the passage, “The Lord created me in the begin- 
ing of His way, before His works of old—in the remote past, 
the beginning; ere there were any depths I was brought forth; 
when he established the heavens, I was there.” ? Considering 
its essence the intellect ascertained that the qualities that dis- 
tinguished it must be discarded from the essence of the Creator; 
it was nevertheless filled with unbounded joy in discovering in 
it the universal blessing, the divine perpetuity and the eternal 
life it contained and the exalted place it occpies in the scheme 
of its Creator—sanctified be His names! Therefore Holy Writ 
saith, “I was by him as a master workman, His daily delight 
at all times, rejoicing before Him.”* Its exuberant joy and 
happiness caused an overflow, and thus there emanated from 
it the Universal Soul. 


To Neh yxees, 
Proverbs VIII, 22, 23, 24, 27. 

* The exclamation, “Sanctified be His Names!” is Islamic. For the 
ninety-nine names of God see Hughes’ Dictionary of Mohammedanism, 
article “ God.” 

* Proverbs VIII, 30. 
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Some of the learned hold that the Intellect sent forth from 
itself into the world abstract intellegences, arranged in nine de- 
grees corresponding to the nine numbers which complete the 
set of single numbers. These intelligences, together with the 
first creation, complete the decade from which the whole world 
—the upper and the lower—is derived. They find the con- 
firmation of this theory in the doctrine, “With ten utterances 
the world was created;”? and “upon ten words the world 
stands.” As for the sages, they had an authentic tradition ? 
to the effect that “Seven things were created before the world 
was created; the Torah,> Eden, Gehinnom, the throne of glory, 
repentance, the name of the royal Messiah and the place of the 
sanctuary,’* as they explained in the Talmud saying, the 
proof thereof can be found in Scripture: “Whence do we 
know that the Torah was created before the world? From the 
passage, “The Lord created me in the beginning of His way, 
before his works of old.”5 Whence the garden of Eden? 
From the passage, ‘And the Lord God planted a garden in Eden 
of old?® Whence Gehinnom? From the passage, ‘For a 
Topheth is prepared of old”? Whence the throne of glory? 
From the passage, ‘Before the mountains were brought forth 
Thou didst turn man to the dust and didst say, ‘Repent O son 
of man.’® Whence the name of the Messiah? From the pas- 
sage, ‘Before the existence of the sun his name was Yinnon.” 
Whence the place of the sanctuary? From the passage. ‘A 
glorious high throne from the beginning is the place of our 
sanctity.’ 2° Some of the learned add thereto the characteis 
of the alphabet,” declaring that these were originated before 
the world of changeable things, inasmuch as every rational 
being needs them in discourse and in uttering the praise of 
God. The proof thereof is derived from the passage, “In the 

1 Pirke Aboth V, 1. 


*\ The expression “authentic” indicates Islamic influence. The 
Mohammedan doctors of the law reduced the study of the authenticity 
of traditions to a science. 

*. It is significant that the Jews never propounded the doctrine that 
the Torah is eternal. It is believed that the Mutazilites derived their 
doctrine of the creation of the Koran from the Jews. Cf. Schreiner’s 
“Der Kalam in der Juedischen Literatur,” p. 4. 

* Pesachim 542. =< Prey,. VIL, 22: © *) Gea: 51, & 

TAS! MR BF SP FES, 2 SO es. OTL, 17. 

© Jeremiah XVII, 12; Pesachim 54a. % Pirke Aboth V, 9. 
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beginning God created the heavens and the earth,’’! that is to 
say, the whole alphabet from aleph to tav and the first light 
that existed before the luminaries concerning which we read, 
“Let there be light.”* Both opinions are plausible. The 
proofs of these things are the ten utterances, since they bal- 
ance that degree numerically in this world; for these utterances 
were only in instants and each one of them comprised a thing 
created by God; but one of the utterances did not refer to time 
or place, namely the first, “Let there be light!’ While the rest 
referred to time or place, for it is written, “And God said, 
‘Let the firmament be,* etc.; and God said, ‘Let the waters 
be gathered ;’* and God said, ‘Let the earth bring forth herbs ;’° 
and God said, ‘Let there be luminaries,’* etc.; and God said, 
‘Let the waters bring forth abundantly; and God said, ‘Let 
the earth bring forth,’* etc.; and God said, ‘Let us make man,” 
etc.; and God said, ‘Behold I have given,’?® etc.; and God 
said, ‘It is not good for man to be alone,’ and according 
to others the verse and God said untothem: Be fruitful and 
multiply.’ These ten utterances correspond to the ten numbers 
which are formed in man who is a microcosm with ten members, 
We shall treat this subject at greater length when get to it 
with the help of God. 

Thus, the first created correspond in degree to One, and 
the Universal Soul to two, and so forth. According to the 
Sages Divine Wisdom is used in the Torah as a metonymy for 
the Universal Intellect which is the first creation, and Garden 
and Eden for the Universal Soul, which is next to it. It is 
the mansion of the rewarded, the partial souls emanated from 
it into the world of nature. Similarly the other degrees, until 
thou reachest the world of the celestial spheres and the stars 
a world light of weight.1* In it were carved all the forms of 
that subtle world, whence they came to this coarse world by 


* Gen, I. 1. * Genz I, 3. > Gen. I, 6. *Tdem 9. * idem It. 
* idem 14. T idem 20. 5 idem 24. ° idem 26. * idem 20. 
* idem 18. * idem 28. 

* We read in Naturanschauung und Naturphilosophie, p. 49; “The 
celestial bodies are neither heavy nor light since they maintain their rel- 
ative positions.” 
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the power of the Wise and Mighty One as an indication of 
His wisdom and the efficiency of His providence.’ The three 
worlds correspond to and balance one another with respect to 
their density, their lightnesandtheir rareness,so that they are all 
inter-related, manifesting the wisdom of their Creator and prov- 
ing that it was He that made them by his perfect wisdom and that 
theyare notself-created.Tothis theScriptures refer in the passage, 
“How great are Thy works, O Lord, in wisdom hast thou made 
them all!’? And again, “The Lord founded the earth in 
wisdom, established the heavens with understanding.” ’ Man 
was the final creation; he is a microcosom, and of the noblest 
degree. That subject will be treated in the chapter which fol- 
lows that coming after, please God. 

We have called this book, “The Garden of Wisdom,” and 
have arranged its contents in seven chapters. 

The first chapter treats of the Unity of God; that there is 
no God besides Him. 

The second chapter shows that man is a microcosm, cor- 
responding to the three worlds which preceded him in existence 
—the subtle, the light and the coarse. 

The third chapter treats of the necessity of obeying God 
privately and publicly, and of adoring Him outwardly and in- 
wardly. 

The fourth chapter treats of repentace, attentiveness to the 
work of God,humility in His presence, and other subjects, 
like continence, submission, and the preéminence of the learned 
and godly in this world and in the next. 

The fifth chapter treats of reliance upon God in all maters 
relating to both religious and worldly affairs ; our consideration 
of all things created by Him in the upper and in the lower 
world; the evidence of His wisdom in a!l creatures small and 
great; the divine provision for the nourishment of all creatures; 
the loveliness of death; and the like. 


1 The study of the pure form—the ‘orm apart from matter, the eter- 


nal substance which unlike other substances suffers no change—was a part 
of theological science. Cf. Propaedeutik, p. 24; Naturanschauung, p. 109. 
According to Anthropologie, p. 39, the angels are forms abstracted from 
matter. 


res cAt 8 Proverbs III, 19. 
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The sixth chapter treats of the excellencies of the Messiah 
—may he come speedily!—and the salvation of Israel—God 
hasten it;—and disproves the abrogation of the law with a 
sufficient number of arguments philosophic, theological and 
traditional, in Hebrew and Arabic. 

The seventh chapter mentions the Future World—the After 
Dwelling—that it is the end, that to it belongs Paradise, i. e., 
life and eternity, and shows that the Creator keeps all evil from 
His creatures, 


THE GARDEN OF WISDOM. 


CHAPDER: 1: 


Concerning the declaration of God’s unity, and that there 
is no God besides Him, amongst the first and amongst the last, 
in the heights or in the depths, according to the Scriptural 
words, “ For who is God save the Lord, and who is a Rock 
besides our God?”! Or as the philosopher expressed it, 
“Though thou art called by numerous names thou abidest in 
Thy changelessness! Though manifested midst created things 
thou art their ancient Lord.” 

Know, my brother—may God strengthen both of us with 
His spirit!—that this gate is the foundation of the sciences, 
of religious practices, sects, and religious beliefs; it is their 
key, their summit, their pole star.2 Through it true religious 
belief is distinguished from polytheism, religious practice is per- 
fected and faith made firm. The service of God becomes com- 
plete, unmarred by trouble, unaffected by evil. 

Know that the most eminent minds and the profoundest 
reasoning have shown that the worlds, the higher and the lower, 
in their minute parts and in their magnitude, were originally 
non-existent, and were called into existence by another Being. 
He originated and established them just as they are at present. 
He rules and controls them with absolute power, so that they 
do not infringe upon his authority or deviate from what he has 
commanded and decreed. 

The world did not create itself since it is impossible for a 


ae eps ey Mi a2. * Compare Weltseele, p. 98. 


* According to Propaedeutik, p. 74, all bodies are embraced in either 
of two worlds: the world of the spheres or the world of the four ele- 
ments, the latter being the world of genesis and decay. The first was 
called “the high world” and the second “the low world.” “High” was 
applied to what lay near the all-surrounding sphere, “low,” to what is 
near the centre of the earth. 
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thing to create itself, to originate its own essence.’ For if 
things created themselves they would be autonomous, perfectly 
free in their actions. They would do whatever they wished 
whenever they wished. If the sun, for instance, were the Crea- 
tor and originator of itself and there were no other Being who 
is its Creator and Ruler, it would perhaps appear at one time 
in the east and at another time in the west. It would moisten 
what it usually dries, and would dry what it usually moistens.’ 
t would remain in whatever zodiacal signs it wished, would 
leave them at pleasure, would rise when it wished, and perhaps 
would determine never to set. The same may be said of the 
other stars above and the elements beneath, for the application 
of this illustration is universal. Since things, then, always 
were as we find them now—not having left the beaten path or 
shifted their characteristics or in anywise changed from what 
they were in the earliest time— we know, and know with cer- 
tainty, that they are creations, originated, governed and con- 
trolled, and that besides them there is One who originated them, 
who prescribed what their conduct shall be, controls them by 
His irreversible decree, and impressed upon them different 
characteristics, e. g., heat in the sun and cold in the moon, and 
likewise the characteristics of the stars and of the elements, 
and the courses of the various planets, as we shall partially 
mention in one of the chapters of this book, please God. 

Since it is clear that the world has a Creator and Maker 
other than itself, we set about to ascertain whether this Creator 
is One or many. We-find that things, when viewed with refer- 
ence to their multitude or their causes, have antecedents less 
and less in number until we come to a single cause, and this 
cause presupposes One to whom it owes its origin.’ 

Thus, all things above and beneath, go back to the Cause 
of causes, and that is the first creation that the Creator—great 
should be His praise !—has produced by His will and design not 
in time nor in place, not through anything or in anything, accord- 
ing to the prefatory remarks in the beginning of this book. 


* Bachya, Hoboth hal Lebaboth, Ch. I, Sect. 5. 
Refers to the action of the sun’s heat upon snow and ice. 
Bachya, ch. I, Sect. 7. 
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He was the Originator, the Cause of causes, the Creator, One 
and Single. He is too transcendent to be placed in the cate- 
gory of cause and effect, or qualified with such epithets as “ pro- 
ducing” and ‘“‘ sending out emanations.” 

Since universal necessity establishes the existence of the 
Creator—praise to His Glory!—seeing that things could not 
possibly have created themselves—it is made clear to us by 
the most convincing proof that the world not only has a Creator, 
but that He is one in essence and not more than one, for 
reason cannot grasp unity as less than one and not as more,’ 
Among the proofs of the unity of the Divine essence is the 
argument of the opposition of desires in two beings: either one 
of them may wish what the other does not.’ If the wishes of 
both are in perfect accord then the essence is, beyond a doubt, 
single. But in case of disagreement, it would be utterly im- 
possible for two or more to create this world according to 
their differing desires, since it is perfect in its creation and 
firm in its construction.” It contains many things contrary 
and in opposition, but all of them are perfect through the divine 
wisdom and handiwork, through the sublime unity of its Creator 
and Author, its Governor and Maker, And its Creator—May 
His Names be sanctified !—is One in His essence, but not the 
unity which we grasp; wise in essence but not with the wisdom 
of mortal; living, existing, eternal, permanent, perpetual. His 
eternity did not emanate from another being; His life was not 
bestowed by another; His wisdom was not acquired from 
another; neither was he called into existence. He is the eternal 
the permanent, the living, the wise and the perpetual life, wis- 
dom, and perpetuity, since the original source of everything is 
His essence and He is the Living One alone, He transcends 
the attributes applied to things originated and created, such 
as first and last, substance and accident, coarseness and fineness. 
He cannot be compared to them or they to Him, for how can 


2 Bachya, ch. I, Sect. 7; Propaedeutik, pp. 5 and 6. 

“® Cf. Sura, 22. Had there been in the heavens or on earth gods be- 
sides Allah both (heavens and earth) would have surely gone to ruin. 

* Bachya, ch. I, Sect. 7; Naturanschauung, p. 163. This is the first 
proof of the Mutakallimun: Dalalat, vol. ii, ch. LXXV. 

* Mutazilitic. 


10 THE GARDEN OF WISDOM 


the creature be compared to the Creator, the thing originated 
to its Originator, God is exalted far above all. We shall make 
mention of this fact in every chapter of our book, as far as 
possible and suitable, wherever we refer briefly to the subject 
of His unity, as the occasion for speaking about it permit, please 
God. For that did He command us, because of it did He 
charge us, and for the knowledge of it He created us. The 
Scriptures have taught us this doctrine in a number of passages, 
as for instance, “And thou shalt know to-day and reflect in 
thy heart that the Eternal is God, and that there is none 
else;”’* “Hear O Israel, the Eternal is our God; the Eternal 
is One;”’* “See now that I, even I, am He; I put to death 
and bring to life, in order that they may know from east to 
west that there is none besides Me,—I am the Eternal;’” 
and many such. The revealed prophetical books likewise tes- 
tify that He is one in His essence, free from all attributes, 
nothing can compare to Him: “ Unto whom will ye compare 
Me and I shall be similar to him? saith the Holy One;’’* 
“Unto whom will ye liken God, and what image will ye compare 
unto Him?’”* “ Unto whom will ye liken Me and make Me 
equal, and compare Me and we shall be similar?’” and many 
such. 

The theologians have composed a number of books on that 
subject. Rabbi Saadiah ben Joseph and others went into the 
matter as profoundly as they could and “God does not 
burden the soul beyond what it can bear,”* He being glori- 
ous, exalted, excellent, and enduring beyond the reach of 
description and qualification.” He imparts knowledge to 
the learned, righteousness to the righteous, power to the 
powerful, wisdom to the wise, being the Cause of the cause’ 
of existing things, the Creator of created things, the bountiful 
Giver of generous gifts, the Bestower of existence, the Source 
of blessings and favors, and the Preserver of the order of things. 
He gives permanence to all permanent things, directs the uni- 


4 Deut: IV, 39: 7 -Idem, V1,.4. «* ‘idem, XSEXII,730; .* ‘Isaiah; 
ML, os) © Idem XL18:) © cidem XDI, Ge vil osurasil 286, . qe sade 
Amanat val-Itikadat, p. III. ° God is here referred to as the creator 
of the Universal Reason. 


THE GARDEN OF WISDOM It 


verse and knows what is concealed.. He precedes all things 
originated and shall be after all terminations, manifest, secret 
and concealed. His knowledge extends over all things, and 
He is the Hearer, the Wise, the Kind, the Mighty, the Benign 
and the Merciful. Such is His power, such His will. Truly 
tongues are too dumb to describe Him, souls too feeble to 
praise Him, In this strain did a pious man commune: “O 
God, Thou art exalted beyond expression! Only anthro- 
popsychically’ canst Thou be conceived by those who call 
upon Thee. Impossible is it to address Thee in any other way. 
Seek we to imagine Thee suffering change—we are void and 
bewildered. Hesitating to declare Thee either active or motion- 
less the mind is at a standstill, Verily the path between nega- 
tion and affirmation inspires fear.” Praised be the Cause of 
existing things! They are divided into excellent intellects, 
subtle souls and bodies light and heavy. These are expressed 
by primitive nouns, denominatives, adjectives and nouns quali- 
fied by adjectives. God, however is too exalted to have His 
essence fall under any one of these divisions or that imagination 
should reach Him or that the understanding should comprehend 
Him. For how can the creature conceive its Creator or the 
invention its Inventor without being related to something that 
can carry it back to Him? Nor does He belong to a class 
through which comparison may be made with Him, since time 
does contain Him and epithet cannot characterize Him. The 
essence of his unity is such that it does not presuppose con- 
tingency, neither is it open to the least suspicion thereof, since 
the Majestic One is beyond the description of those who de- 
scribe Him, the mighty beyond the epithets of those who praise 
Him, surpassing what is declared concerning Him and worthy 
of thanks far beyond what is rendered unto Him. I give thanks 
unto Him, have confidence in Him and my affairs will I 
entrust to Him, according to the words of His saint, “ Loving 


1 The usual translation of the Arabic term employed is “anthro- 


pomorphic.” The meaning of the term in the quotation is “anthropo- 
psychic” which is the proper term to apply to the human concept of 
God. Cf. The Duke of Argyll’s “ The Philosophy of Belief,” p. 249. 
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kindness shall encompass hin that trusteth in the Lord;’”’ 
“That my trust may be in the Lord I have made known to 
thee this day, even to thee.”* The first chapter is finished. 
There follows 


CHAPTER nil, 


This chapter shows that man is a microcosm and_ the 
noblest existent under the sphere of the moon: 

They say that “since man was the last thing created and 
with him God’s work was complete, it follows as a necessity 
of the divine wisdum that he should be the noblest existent in 
the world of genesis and decay.”* The Creator made him a 
microcosm corresponding to and resembling the three worlds 
which we have mentioned. He is superior to all other creatures 
and exercises authority over all that exists in the form of 
mineral, plant or animal. The Sacred Scriptures speak thereof 
in the passage, “ Thou has made him but little less than divine 
and dost crown him with glory and honor. Thou causest him 
to rule over the works of Thy hand. Thou puttest all things 
under his feet: All sheep and oxen, the beasts of the field and 
the fowl of the air, the fish of the sea and whatsoever passeth 
through the paths of the sea.’” 

We shall carefully consider man with respect to all those 
characteristics, circumstantial and essential, which in the eyes 


1 Ps, XXXII, 10. ? Prov. XXII, 19, 


* Logik und Psychologie, p. 19. The idea that man is a microcosm 
is very old. It was voiced in one form or another by Anaximenes, Plato, 
Aristotle, the Stoics and the Neo-platonists. Through the last it came to 
the Arabs and was presented systematically by the Ihwan as-Safa. Cf. 
Doctor’s Philosophie des Joseph ibn Zaddik, p. 19, on the microcosm in 
Jewish literature cf. Frankel’s Monatsscrift, vol. Ill, p. 159 #. and 197f. 
also Guttmann's Philosophie Gebriol’s, p. 117, note 3. 


* The terms genesis and decay go back to Aristotle. When the 
form that is assumed by a thing is superior to the one cast off, the pro- 
cess is called genesis; if inferior, decay. The study of genesis and 
decay was the mediaeval substitute for chemistry. Cf. Naturanschauung 
und Naturphilosophie, p. 62. 


Be TS: PV LU, 0-0) 
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of the philosophers make him a microcosm, We must there- 
fore take into consideration and reflect upon all his qualities— 
the corporeal and the spiritual, the external and the internal— 
that we may appreciate the greatness of his Creator and Author 
—may He be exalted!—that His grandeur may grow apace in 
our hearts and that we may render the service due Him.’ 
Referring thereto Holy Writ saith in the words of Job, “ From 
my flesh shall I see God.” ’ 

Subjecting man to examination we find him one, correspond- 
ing to the one. We note further that he is composed of two 
substances, a subtle spirit and a coarse body: corresponding 
to the two. His body has length, breadth, and depth: cor- 
responding to the three.“ Similarly, the soul has three faculties. 
The first, the faculty of sensation and appetite, located in the 
liver, resembles the spirits of brutes. The second, the choleric 
faculty located in the heart resembles the spirits of jinns.” The 
third faculty, intelligence, located in the brain, resembles the 
spirits of angels.* Corresponding to the fours which are in 
the world, are the four humours: blood, phlegm, bile and 
spleen.” The nature of blood is moist-warm, corresponding 
to the nature of the atmosphere. The nature of the phlegm 
is moist-cold, corresponding to the nature of water. The nature 
of the spleen is dry-cold, corresponding to the nature of the 


* Compare Anthropologie, p. 46. The Ihwan explain that God made 
the human being a microcosm that he might get some conception of the 
macrocosm which is too vast to be grasped directly. The Creator intended 
the world as a testimony to Himself. In the Propaedeutik, p. 21, we are 
told that according to tradition, whosoever knows himself knows God, 
and whosoever knows himself best knows God best. 

7 Job. XIX, 26. * Weltseele, pp. 1 and 16; Anthropologie, p. 41. 
* Propaedeutik, p. 25. 
The jinns are wicked, corrupt souls, which formerly had bodies and 
then discarded them. They are ignorant and unpurified. They are blind 
to the truth, deaf to what is right and dumb as regards noble language. 
They roam about in the darkness of the sea of matter. Propaedeuttk, 
p. 72. 


The angels are souls entrusted with the maintenance of the world. 
They were originally in bodies and in that state purified themselves and 
acquired intelligence. After escaping from their bodies they roam about 
happily among the spheres and in the expanse of the heavens. Anthro- 
pologie, p. 8 °" Idem, p. 4; Propaedeuttk, p. 4. 
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earth. Corresponding to five are his five senses: hearing, 
seeing, smelling, tasting, and feeling.” Corresponding to the 
six are his six surfaces: right and left, front and rear, above 
and below.’ Corresponding to the seven are the seven aper- 
tures in his head: the ears, the eyes, the nostrils and the 
mouth, Corresponding the eight are his eight powers: attrac- 
tion, retention digestion, rejection, growth, change, pro- 
creation, and increase.‘ Corresponding to the nine are the 
nine substances of his body: nail, skin, hair, flesh, blood, bone, 
marrow, veins and nerves. Corresponding to the ten are his 
ten organs: the heart the brain, the liver, the lungs, the gall, 
the bladder, the spleen, the kidneys, the stomach, the intestines, 
and the testicles. 

A scholar wrote another explanation concerning man, mak- 
ing him correspond in the manner cited above in our treatise. 
According to him the soul and body correspond to the heavens 
and the earth, and to Moses and Aaron—peace be unto them! 
—for they were like the heavens and the earth. Just as the 
earth receives what comes from the heavens so the pious Aaron 
learnt what Moses communicated to him, according to the pas- 
sage, “See I have made thee a god unto Pharaoh, and Aaron 
thy brother shall be thy prophet. And thou shalt speak,” 
etc. The correspondence is extended to the two tablets, for 
their origin was earthly and their inscription Heavenly’; to 
the Torah and the Mishna, and to this world and the world 
to come. 

Now God has arranged all things in pairs" and placed in this 
world many contraries, the various creations occuring in two’s. 
All that is proof that He is Absolute Unity, and not as 
the unity of things originated, which is only metaphorical 
while His is real. He—praised be He!—is too exalted and 
too perfect to be qualified by an epithet. All that we can predi- 


* Propaedeutik, p. 2. The old classification of the five senses was 


not native to the Jews but reached them through the:science of the Arabs. 
Saadiah could trace only four senses indicated in the Bible, and the same 
can be said of Ibn Ezra in his commentary on Psalm CXV, 7.The Hebrew 
language even lacked the word “sense.” Cf. Die Sinne, p. 35. 

2 Anthropologie, p. 4. *Idem, p. 13; Weltseele, p. 21. * Anthropologie, 
p. 4. Exodus vii, 1 and 2. ° Exodus xxxii, 16. 

®* Cf. Sura Li, 40: “And of everything we have created pairs that 
haply ye may reflect.” 
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cate of Him is that He is the Creator, the Single, and the One; 
human speech is utterly at a loss how to express the thought in 
more subtle terms. 

Of those things which God placed in pairs and in opposition 
we instance life and death, riches and poverty, light and dark- 
ness, the first and the last, the exterior and the interior, day 
and night, heat and cold, arable lands and deserts, knowledge 
and ignorance, the sweet odor and the ill odor, heaviness and 
lightness, roughness and smoothness, hardness and softness, 
highness and lowness, gain and loss, the bound and the re- 
leased, trust and fear, peace and war, the difficult and the easy, 
erief and joy, substances and accidents, sickness and health, 
ugliness and beauty,sea and dry land, plain and mountain, un- 
happiness and happiness, separation and conjunction, poison 
and antidote, servant and master, and others whose number 
no one but Him can comprehend.* 

Likewise, He made man’s aggregate qualities consist of 
many sets of contraries. We have counted one hundred and 
forty such qualities which we shall proceed to mention: 


knowledge and ignorance, 
memory and forgetfulness, 
briskness and slowness, 
generosity and avarice, 
courage and cowardice, 
wakefulness and dormancy, 
motion and rest, 
ingress and egress, 
standing and sitting, 
speech and silence, 
mercifulness and mercilessness, 
gladness and sadness, 
mirthfulness and tearfulness, 
veracity and mendacity, 
piety and impiety, 
justice and injustice. 
humility and pride, 
loyalty and disloyalty, 

1 Weltseele, p. 2; Logik und Psychologie, p. 2. 
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modesty and immodesty, 
envy and devotion, 
boastfulness and bashfulness. 
contentment and cupidity, 
strength and weakness, 
eloquence and incoherency, 
hunger and satiety, 
thirstiness and thirstlessness, 
absence and presence, 
divestment and investment, 
blameworthiness and praiseworthiness, 
obtuseness and acuteness, 
irascibility and forbearance, 
stupidity and sagacity, 
hastiness and tardiness, 
boldness and bashfulness, 
lust and chastity, 
extravagance and thriftiness, 
insubordination and submission, 
disobedience and obedience, 
sincerity and insincerity, 
carelessness and vigilance, 
sinfulness and sinlessness, 
enmity and amity, 

fidelity and infidelity, 
mildness and severity, 
doubtfulness and certainty, 
decency and indecency, 
timidity and tranquility, 
conjunction and disjunction, 
rectitude and obliquity 

hope and despair, 
cautiousness and impetuosity, 
forgiveness and vengeance, 
prudence and foolhardiness, 
faithfulness and treachery, 
intelligence and hebetude, 
decorousness and shamelessness, 
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equity and iniquity, 
licentiousness and asceticism, 
stinginess and liberality, 
softness and hardness, 
agreeableness and disagreeableness, 
terror and equanimity, 
dutifulness and undutifulness, 
pride and humility, 
sociableness and aloofness, 
solitariness and partnership, 
confirmation and denial, 
joyousness and distraction, 
leniency and severity. 


Thus, man’s qualities, good and bad, are altogether one hun- 
dred and forty. He should use them all in their proper place. 
Likewise, corresponding to the three are life, rationality and 
mortality. Three are associated in a man’s birth: the Creator 
and his parents.” He corresponds to the three divisions of 
time: the past, the present and the future; and to period, place 
and moment; to the three patriarchs—Abraham, Isaac and 
Jacob. Also to three worlds which man sees: one the womb 
of his mother; one this world; and one the world to come. And 
to the three books which are opened on high before the Holy 
One—blessed be He!—one for the righteous, one for the mid-. 
dle class, and one for the wicked. That of the righteous is: 
written and sealed for Paradise; that of the wicked is written: 
and sealed for Gehinnom; and the middle class is given a respite: 
until the following Rosh Hashana: if they become meritorious: 
they are inscribed as meritorious; and if guilty, they are in-- 
scribed as guilty.2, To correspond to the priests, Levites and’ 
laymen. To correspond to the Torah, the Prophets and the 
Hagiographa. To correspond to the two extremities of the 
world and the axis thereof.2 To correspond to prophet, sage 
and king. To correspond to the Kedusha.* To correspond 
*Niddah, 31a. *Rosh Hashana. 
* The heads of the world (Zenith and Nadir and the regent theory (?) 
cf. Masudi’s Meadows of Gold, p. 81, note. 


* The Kedushah or sanctification refers to the proclamation of God 
as thrice holy. Is. vi, 3. 
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to the three kinds of science: theology, the science of bodies 
and chronology, the last named consisting of the past, the 
present and the future.* 

And similarly the four, Men are of four kinds: one is dis- 
tinguished for knowledge but not for good works; another for 
good works but not for knowledge; a third for both knowledge 
and good works; a fourth for neither knowledge nor good 
works.? Concerning that one of the Arabian poets says, ““There 
are four kinds of men whose states and conditions are clearly 
evident. One man enjoys this world but not the after-world; 
another has no position in this world, but there looms up be- 
fore him a future world to which God causes him to take his 
flight; a third acquires both, he is happy in this world and in 
the other; and another weeps over both, he enjoys neither this 
world nor the next. Then there are four seasons: summer, 
autumn, spring and winter.* Also four revolutions: when the 
sun arrives respectively at the signs of Aries, Cancer, Libra 
and Capricorn, at regular intervals of time.© Time has four 
divisions: day, week, month and year. The winds are four: the 
west wind, the east wind, the north wind and the south wind.® 
Numbers are four: units, tens, hundreds, thousands.? And 
likewise men are of four kinds: one masters the exoteric sciences 
but not the esoteric; one the esoteric but not exoteric; one 
both of them; and one neither of them, They correspond to 
the four varieties of vegetation which God enjoined the children 
of Israel to take in connection with the Feast of Tabernacles. 
The palm branch has taste but no odor; the myrtle has odor 
but no taste; the citron, has both taste and odor; and the wil- 


* According to the Thwan the three kinds of science are propaedeu- 
tical, natural and theological: Weltseele, p. 2. Propaedeutical science 
includes the science of numbers and their computation, astronomy and 
music. 

?Vayikra Rabbah, parsha 30, sect. 12. 

°Cf. Logik und Psychologie, pp. 133 and 134. *Propaedeutik, p. 4. 

* Propaedeutik, pp. 57 and 59; Pesachim 94b. 

*Propaedeutik, p. 4. 

7 Propaedeutik, p. 3; Logik und Psychologie, p. 30; Weltseele, p. 2. 
The Arabs have no word to express a number over a thousand. They 
therefore express a million as a thousand times a thousand, and so on 
with any larger number. In order to avoid mistakes they indicate at 
the end how often a thousand is to be taken or multiplied by itself. Cf. 
Masudi’s Meadows of Gold, p. 173 with note. 
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low has neither odor nor taste.’ Men are likewise of four 
orders: the pious man who begets a pious child, of whom it is 
said, “In the place of thy fathers shall be thy children 7. he 
pious man who begets a wicked child, of whom it is said, | Let 
thistles grow instead of wheat;’* the wicked man who begets 
a righteous child, of whom it is said, “ instead of the hedge shall 
grow up the fir tree;”’* and finally, the wicked man who begets a 
wicked child, of whom it is said, “ From the wicked shall go 
forth wickedness.’ Likewise there are four kinds of par- 
don: the four kinds of known atonement. The kinds of obedi- 
ence are four; and the kinds of sin four. The banned things 
are of four kinds and occur in innumerable cases: the impure 
thing that makes impure; that which makes impure that which 
was not impure; the impure which does not make impure; 
and that which neither makes impure nor is impure. The clas- 
sification by four holds good also in the case of “ yibbom sj 
and “halizah,” Thanksgiving offering oil, frankincense, obla- 
tion, and the first born for an inheritance and for the priest. 
And likewise four, there are four fires: the fire which eats and 
drinks,—the natural heat in animals; the fire which neither eats 
nor drinks,—the fire common among mankind; the fire which 
drinks but does not eat,—the heat in the bosom of the earth; 
and the fire which consumes but does not drink,—the fire of the 
surrounding ether.° 

Likewise, God gave man four characteristics reflecting the 
nature of the mineral, the vegetable, the animal and the angel. 
Genesis and decay are characteristics which he shares with 
minerals. Nutrition and growth are characteristics which he 
shares with vegetable life. Sensation and motion are char- 
acteristics which he shares with animal life. His angelic char- 
acteristics are adoration and eternal life, for when he truly 
serves God he does not die.?. Likewise the divisions of phil- 
osophy are four: first, the disciplinary and propaedeutical ; sec- 
ond, natural science and anatomy; third, logic; fourth, the- 
ology.? Likewise God, when creating the world called into 
existence four simple things, which are the basis of all composi- 


?Vayikra Rabbah, parasha 30, sect. 12. * Psalm V7 
*Job XXXI, 4o. ‘Is. LV, 13. "I,Samuel XXIV, 14; Yoma 86a. 
*Weltseele, p. 128. ™Naturanschauung,p. 193. °Propaedeutik, p. 2. 
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tions. These four simples are fire, air, water and earth. Their 
compounds are the minerals, the plants, the animals and man." 
Likewise, bodily diseases arise from imperfect mixture owing to 
the perverseness of one of the four humours in man, viz.: the 
blood, the phlegm, and the two biles.? Their commixture 
gives rise to heat, moisture, cold and dryness, The learned 
have written medical works dealing with the use of aromatic 
roots. Their explanations are extensive and involve a science 
that is well nigh limitless. Corresponding to these humours 
are the four sources of the soul’s defects. They are the origin 
of very severe, tenacious diseases which yield to treatment 
far less readily than bodily ailments, unless one resorts to the 
medicinal aromatic roots described by the prophets—God bless 
them. In their works they explain what God revealed to them 
concerning these roots. The causes of the soul’s diseases are 
accumulated ignorance, evil disposition, corrupt views and 
shameful doings.* When souls thus succumb, their excellence 
vanishes, their splendor is obscured, their vision is darkened and 
their burdens scarcely tolerable—from such a fate may God 
in His mercy save us! Were we to proceed to enumerate the 
things classified by the sages as occurring in fours, we would 
have to mention very many. Of their allusions we quote the 
following : “There are those who inherit and bequeath, bequeath 
but do not inherit, inherit but do not bequeath, do not bequeath 
and do not inherit;’® Four qualities mark those who give 
charity; Four qualities mark those who go to the Beth 
Hamidrash;’? “Four should give thanks ;”* and many others 
which we shall not mention seeing that they are not hard to 
understand. Then there are the four agencies in the redemp- 
tion of Israel from Egypt; the four “malchioth,” which cor- 
respond to them; the four great beasts which the pious Daniel 
saw issuing out of the sea and which God caused our ancestor 
Abraham to see over against the dreadful intense darkness 
which fell upon him.? The sages have put in the same category 

2 Anthropologie, p. 50; Naturanschauung, p. 14T. 

* Anthropologie, p. 49; Logik, p._ 106. 

*For the philosophers as physicians for the soul refer to Dugat’s 
Histoire des Philosophes Musulmans, p. 236. Probably refers to al- 


gazali’s Munkid. * Anthropologie, p. 103. °Baba Bathra,Ch. VIII, I. 
Pirke Aboth, V, 16." Pirke Aboth, V, 17. ° B’rachoth, 54a. Dans Vil, Gs: 
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‘inflammation, bright spot, scab and a swelling; the four 
streams‘ Gihon, Pishon, Hidekel and Euphrates ;’? and “ants, 
conies, locusts and spiders.”* Likewise, the wicked suffer a 
four-fold punishment, for it is written “ The Lord raineth upon 
the wicked snares, fire, brimstone and a horrible tempest.’”* 
In the world to come He will visit them with a four-fold punish- 
ment: an overflowing rain, hailstones, fire and brimstone.° 
There are moreover, the four terrible penalties: the sword, 
pestilence, famine and wild beasts.6 The chariots are four,’ 
and the smiths are four. The stars are of four kinds: the 
sun shines by day; the north stars by night but not by day; 
the moon may be seen both by day and by night; the stars 
round about the South pole shine neither by night nor by day 
The zodiacal signs are also of four kinds: three are of the 
nature of fire, three of air, three of water, and three of earth.® 
Water is of four kinds: water that ascends from the earth to 
the atmosphere is the origin of rain; water that descends from 
the atmosphere to the earth is the falling rain; water in the 
heights is ice; and the water which remains forever in the 
depths is the water of the sea, stored up according to the words, 
“He gathers together the waters of the sea in a heap.’?° 
Vegetation is of four kinds: the nutritive and the medicinal, 
e. g., wheat, barley, and the like; the nutritive and non-medi- 
cinal, e. g., sugar, oils, and the like ; medicinal and non-nutritive, 
aromatic roots among the dry grasses; and non-medicinal and 
non-nutritive, as thorns and the like. 

Similarly, the five planets correspond to the five fifths of 
the Law;" the five possessions which the Holy One—Blessed 
be He!—especially appropriated to Himself in His universe ;” 
and the five services which occur on the Fast Day of Atone- 
ment.1® Similarly the five senses which are in man; and the 


1Leviticus XIII, 2. *Genesis II, 11, 13 and 14. 

SP rovay MON 24-25)) 1 PsiX 1, 16: 

SEzekiel XXXVIII, 22. °Tdem XIV, 21. 

*Zechariah VI, 1-8. *Idem II, 3. 

° Propaedeutik, p. 49. Ps. XXX, 7. 

1 The Five Books of Moses. ™Pirke Aboth, VI, to. 
Kol Nidrei, Shaharith, Mussaph, Minha and Neila. 
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five celestial provinces.t. And in five, the figure five, as also 
twenty-five, always preserves itself throughout its self multi- 
plication, and irregardless of the size of the product, does not 
increase.” 

Similarly, the six corresponds to the following: the six sides 
of the world;* the six colors which God created in the world, 
viz.: white, black, red, green, yellow and blue ;* the six orders 
of the Mishna; and the six orders of the Tosephta; the six 
zodiacal signs which appear eternally above the earth and the 
six concealed eternally under the earth; and the six south 
stars and the six north;® in regions of the north six months 
are perfectly dark without any admixture of light and in the 
south six months are light without any admixture of darkness ;° 
“six days of creation;”’ “six wings to each one;’”® and like- 
wise six Openings in our bodies on the right side and six on 
the left.® 

And similarly the seven, Its applications are most frequent 
and most important, due largely to the grandeur, dignity and 
sanctity of the Sabbath in the eyes of God; for it is the 
seventh of the days, the last of them and their terminus, for 
their number closes with it. Whosoever observes the Sabbath 
as God decreed, learns to thoroughly appreciate it and its 
majesty as the law of God commands, and moreover fears God, 


*“The astrologers divide up the degrees of each sign of the zodiac 
among the five planets. The portion assigned to each planet is called 
the province of that planet since it denotes the part of the sign where 
that planet exercises its full influence.” De Slane, Proleg II, 221, note 
1; III 154, note 4. Does alhudud al’aluviat mean God, Universal Reason, 
Universal Soul, Nature and Things? Dieterici’s Theologie, p. IX. There 
are five fundamental principles of Islam, five imamsandthe most eminent 
of the prophets were five. For the last named Cf. Weltseele, p. 172. The 
five chief figures mentioned by Euclid are the tetragon, cube, octahedron, 
icasahedron and dodecahedron. Propaedeutik, p. 3. 

*The Ihwan point out that if we regard one as the point, two as the 
line, three as the surface and four as the cube, then five is the sphere. 
If it be multiplied by itself ever so often the multiplicand persists: thus 
5 X 5 =25; 25 X 25 = 625; 625 X 625 = 390,625, etc. Cf. Propaedeutik, p. 8. 

* North, east, south, west, up and down. Anthropologie, p. 4. 

* Anthropologie, p. 26. 

*Propaedeutik, p. 47, has it that six of the constellations are north. 

*Idem, p. 91. *™Gen. I. ‘Isaiah VI, 2. *Naturanschauung, p. 154. 
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is completely religious. But when one’s religion falls short 
of that it utterly fails him. The seven finds its application to 
man in the following particulars: the soul has seven spiritual 
powers and the body seven corporeal powers. The corporeal 
are attraction, retention, digestion, rejection, growth, increase 
and imagination.t The soul’s seven spiritual powers are: hear- 
ing, seeing, smelling, tasting, touching, speaking and _ intel- 
ligence.?, They correspond to the seven planets. Five of the 
planets have ten mansions out of the twelve signs of the zodiac. 
The two luminaries have two mansions, the moon ruling over 
one of them: the sign Leo being for the sun and Cancer for the 
moon. Now, the ten mansions belonging to the five planets 
are as follows: to the planet Saturn belong the signs Capricorn 
and Aquarius; to the planet Jupiter the signs Sagittarius and 
Pisces; to the planet Mars the signs Aries and Scorpion; to 
Venus the signs Taurus and Libra; and to Mercury the signs 
Gemini and Virgo.* And likewise in the body of man there 
are twelve apertures: his ears, eyes, nostrils, mouth, navel, 
breasts and his two passages.4 Of these twelve openings ten 
are for five powers and two for two powers, corresponding to 
the planets and the two luminaries, The mouth corresponds to 
the sun, the navel to the moon, the ears to the mansions of 
Mercury, the eyes to the mansions of Jupiter, the nostrils to the 
mansions of Mars, and the two passages to the mansions of 
Saturn.’ Similarly his eyes are of seven strata, between each 
and every pair of strata there are gradations and powers of 
seeing which are not between the others.* Similarly, God 
placed the channel of the faculty of hearing in the ears and the 
channel of the faculty of seeing in the eyes, the channel of the 
faculty of smell in the nostrils, the channel of the faculty of 
touch in the hands, the sensual taste in the mouth and in the 
private parts, the channel of the faculty of speech in the tongue 
which corresponds to the moon, and the channel of the faculty 
of intellect in the brain which corresponds to the sun.7 The 
brain supplies the speech which thou employest and the ideas 
* Anthropologie, p. 48. Vayikra Rabbah, parsha 29, sect. 11. 
? Anthropologie, p. 48. *Propaedeutik, p. 50; Anthropologie, p. 48. 


“Idem, p. 49. ‘Idem, p. 49. °Compare Die Sinne, p. 85. 
" Anthropologie, p. 48. 
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which are expressed through speech with its eight and twenty 
consonants, just as the sun supplies the light wherewith the 
moon shines through eight and twenty mansions from its first 
appearance until it is complete and perfect through the power 
of their Author and Creator, sanctified be His Names ;? Like- 
wise, on earth there are seven climates* and eight and twenty 
regions. Furthermore, the importance of seven in the estima- 
tion of God is indicated by the fact that He ordained that 
the seven-month child should live, but the eight-month child 
should die since a month is superfluous.* That is a mystery 
understood by God, the prophets whom He taught, and those 
versed in the sciences inherited from them, having mastered 
these sciencs through divine grace. Likewise, He made the 
heavens in seven parts’ and the climates seven in number.® 
As another example of the excellence of seven in the estimation 
of God we note the characteristics of the calendar which the 
children of Israel use for their years, for the festivals and fasts 
ordained for them in the Torah, and also for the stipulation 
handed down to them in the authentic traditions of the prophets 
that Pesach must not begin on Monday, Wednesday or Friday ; 
Azereth not on Tuesday, Thursday or Saturday; Rosh Hashana 
not on Sunday, Wednesday or Friday; the Day of Atonement 
not on Sunday, Tuesday or Friday; and Purim not on Saturday, 
Monday or Wednesday. All of this is according to the post- 
ponements indicated by the ancient sages and their intimate 
associates of blessed memory. We have found that the 
origin, the canons and the methods of the calendar are based 
on the number seven, There are twelve simple ordinary years 
and seven leap-years. This is the theory of the calendar, its 
foundation and its entire key for all times. To show this we 
shall make in the latter part of this book an astronomical table, 
wonderful and ingenious, Whosoever wishes may scrutinize if, 
please God.?. Therein are great reward for all and complete 
religious practice—God controls success in His mercy! Like- 
wise, God appointed seven shepherds to preside over His people 


1 Anthropologie, p. 49; Propaedeutik, p. 131. 7Idem, p. 62. 
"Idem, 92-99; 191-199. * Anthropologie, p. 72. 

° Propaedeutik, p. 46. ‘Idem, 92-99; 191-199. 

™This table does not appear in our manuscript. 
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Israel; and Enoch was the seventh after Adam.? The il- 
lustrious master Moses ben Amram—peace be uopn him!— 
was the seventh after Abraham,—the order being Abraham, 
Isaac, Jacob, Levi, Kehath, Amram, with Moses as the seventh, 
Likewise, Otsem was the sixth, and David the seventh son.’ 
We further find in the Talmudic narratives that every tribe in 
Israel gave birth to seven-month children. Similarly the 
wildernesses are seven: the wilderness of Sinai, Zin, Kadmuth, 
Kadesh, Shur, Paran and Ethan. The wilderness of Sinai is 
the most famous since it was the scene of the revelation of the 
Torah. Likewise, the seas are seven: Sodom, Tibrias, Sabki, 
Aspamia, Halta, Kinnareth and the Great Sea. Likewise there 
occur seven expressions for heaven in the Bible: r’kia, ilon, 
z’bul, m’hon, m’on sh’hakim and araboth.* Likewise, the 
Biblical words for land are seven: arka, erez, heled, n’shya, 
ziyah, adamah and tebel.6 Israel was enjoined to observe 
the seven days of Niddah, the seven days of purification, the 
seven days of hymeneal rejoicing, and the seven blessings. 
God commanded Noah, “of the clean animals take by the 
sevens.”° Then there are seven days of consecration,’ the 
seven pillars of the world, the seven worlds, and seven ancestors 
rest with God and corruption has no power over them? 
Likewise, God caused the release of the pious Joseph through 
the dreams in which Pharoah saw seven beautiful cows and 
seven full ears of corn and their contraries, and his deliver- 
ance was through the interpretation thereof, as thou knowest.® 
Balaam prepared seven altars..° Upon the menorah were 
seven sockets.1t Pardon and forgiveness are granted in Tishri 
which is the seventh month from Nisan, and Nisan witnessed 


*Micah V, 5. In this group David was the central figure with Adam, 
Seth and Methusaleh on his right hand, and Abraham, Jacob and Moses 
on his left. Succah 52b. 


*Vayikra Rabbah, parsha 29, sect. II. °Tdem. 


“Hagigah 12b; Aboth d’Rabbi Nathan, ch. 37; Midrash Thillim, 
Ps. GxXiv. 


* Aboth d’Rabbi Nathan, ch. 37; Shir Hashirim Rabbah, parsha 6. 
*Gen. VII, 2. "Levit. VIII, 23. 


*Baba Bathra 17a. The passage refers to Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Moses, 
Aaron, Miriam and Joseph. 


°Gen. XLI. “Numbers XXIII. “Exodus XXV, 37. 
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the redemption since it is the seventh month from Tishri. In 
most of the sacrifices there were seven lambs of the first year.* 
And likewise there are seven characteristics of a boorish man 
and seven of a wise man,? and seven kinds of punishment 
come into the world for seven kinds of important transgres- 
sions. Likewise, God ordained that the Children of Israel 
should count seven weeks and at the expiration thereof make a 
pilgrimage to the Temple: that is the Pilgrimage of Weeks.* 
He permitted them to keep their Hebrew slaves and hand- 
maids in service for six years, but these were to be set free in 
the seventh.’ He ordained that they should count years seven 
times seven, i. e., forty-nine years; then landed property should 
be free and return to its original possessors in the fiftieta 
year. He enjoined them to plough and sow their fields six 
years, but during the seventh year the ground is to lie fallow.® 
He enjoined upon them the recital of seven blessings in the 
Sabbath service, concerning which His favorite says, “ Seven 
times a day do I bless thee.”* In the bethrothal there are 
seven blessings and seven days of huppa; and on the fast day 
seven blessings. Of all the numbers seven is most frequently 
referred to in the Scriptures. We quote a few of the many 
instances: “Seven abominations are in his heart ;’& “Seven 
evils shall not touch thee;’® “Though the righteous fall seven 
times he shall arise;’?° “Seven shall lodge without being 
visited by evil; “For seven fold shall Cain be avenged.” 
The illustrious master selected seventy elders to govern the 
people.!? There are thus many passages mentioning seven and 
its excellence. In treating the theory of religion as extensively 
as possible we shall recall in what respect that number is com- 
plete and wherein consists its pre-eminence, please God. When 
we reach the chapter dealing with the consideration of all that 
God has created, and especially the section treating of the 
seven stars and the twelve constellations, we shall enter into the 
easily intelligible aspects of the subject as far as our limited 


1Levit, XXIII, 18. ?Pirke Aboth V, ro. "Idem V, 11. 
“Deut. XIV, 9. *%Exod. XXI, 2 and 6. *Levit. XXV, 2-7. 
Dis. CXIX, 164 * Prov; X XVI, 25. “Jobe v; aa 

2 Prov. XXIV, 16. “Gen. IV, 15. ™*Numbers XI, 16. 
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knowledge permits, please God, Above every knowing being 
is the Omniscient, Mighty, Exalted One! Of Him we ask the 
blessing of grace and guidance in all matters religious and 
worldly. 

We mention a portion of the subject here that thou mayest 
recognize that the seven stars and the twelve constellations are 
fundamental to the forces and that every prophet and lawgiver 
referred to them. As for the foundation of this world thou 
seest that there are seven stars in as many spheres and twelve 
signs of the zodiac in one sphere. Together they make up 
the nineteen foundations of time and place, according to seven 
days,—not more, not less. There are many classes of people 
in respect to language, sects and doctrines but not in respect 
to these days, for they cannot increase or diminish. Likewise, 
the twelve months persist through all times without cessation. 
Their increase or diminution would involve the destruction of 
universal harmony and the entire reversal of things, for there 
would be no stability since seven is the most faultless of the 
numbers: The same applies to the twelve. Thus there are 
the prescribed prayers wherewith we approach the King of 
Kings, make our necessities known to Him, ask of Him 
that which we desire, confess our sins and petition Him for 
our well-being and guidance. That is put into the eighteen 
benedictions, which together with the first, the principal one, 
make up the nineteen, to correspond to the seven and the 
twelve. 

Much about seven and twelve that we regard as fundamental 
is concealed from the mass of the common people, but is clear 
to the noble and the wise. Instance the three portions of the 
Law, which it is incumbent upon us to read every day twice 
before the nineteen blessings are read: “Sh’ma,” “ V’haya im 
sh’amo’a” and “ Vayomer.”* In the whole thereof are nine- 
teen sections, after taking away one of them, which is repeated, 
viz.: the passage commencing, “ U’chethabtem.” It resembles 
the passages with which the Torah begins and ends, as we shall 
point out in the fifth chapter of this book. Therein we have 


2 Propaedeutik, pp. 7, 8 and 69. Deut. VI, 4-9; Deut. XI, 13-21; 
Numbers XV, 37-41. 
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mentioned that instance and additional ones relating to the 
seven and the twelve. But one which we have not mentioned 
is the passage at the end of the Torah. It is the last composed 
by the pious and illustrious Moses—peace be upon him !—* O 
the happiness of Israel,” ete. Concerning it the sages have 
the tradition that the letters “beth” and “caph” were used 
that the Torah might begin with the letter “beth” and end with 
the letter “caph,” the world “b’reshith ” being the first and 
“thidroch” the last. These sentences contain nineteen words. 
All of these things are open only to those versed both in the 
literal and in the manifestly figurative meaning of the words, for 
in them these secrets and hints point to the seven and the 
twelve. My brother, grasp these subtle mysteries and ponder 
over them with their numerous meanings and the knowledge 
that lies back of them, that thou mayest master them and 
through them attain eternal beatitude after emerging from the 
dwelling of ignorance—may God in His mercy grant both of 
us Success! 

We can cite many Scriptural sections whose length is regu- 
lated according to the seven and the twelve. Thus the first 
song, from “vayosha”’ to “hashem yimloch,” numbers nineteen 
verses.2. The same applies to the verses with which the noble 
Jacob blessed his children from Reuben to Joseph ;* the total 
number of verses is nineteen. He left off with Joseph and Ben- 
jamin. In recognition of their rank he honored them on that 
occasion with another set of verses. And likewise the verses 
in the blessing of the illustrious prince Moses number nine- 
teen.t These verses extend down to the sentence beginning, 
“Who is like the God of Jeshurun?” This numerical arrange- 
ment holds good throughout the prophetical works with most 
of the allusory passages. If thou considerest the twelve minor 
prophets individually there will remain three in the later 
prophets and four in the earlier, making nineteen. By taking 
the four earlier prophets and the four later prophets and add- 
ing thereto the eleven books of the Hagiographa we have nine- 
teen. Had we wished to deal exhaustively with the Prophetical 
and Hagiographical passages constructed on the principle of 


Deut. XXXIII, 290. *ExodusXV. ‘*Gen. XLIX. ‘Deut. XXXIII. 
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nineteen we could have done so. This brief treatment of the 
subject is intended simply to be a suggestion to the wise. Thus 
we have made clear to thee, my brother, that time is built upon 
seven, and place likewise upon seven and twelve. 

There are seven and twelve parts whose combinations I 
shall explain to thee. Now, the chief of the Arabs’ came to 
them only on account of these parts. He bound them to men- 
tion four words whose separate parts come under the seven and 
twelve in Arabic orthography. Only those versed in this sub- 
ject grasp it, but as for the ignorant they are aware neither of 
it nor its meaning. The Arabs were told, “There is no God 
but Allah”? To this declaration they added Mohammed’s 
name, as if he were a messenger of God, and believed that by 
uttering these words they could attain bliss, that by virtue of 
these words they would surely be admitted into Paradise. Had 
he intended the formula to have that meaning, not a single per- 
son of intelligence would have heeded him. It means, however, 
that after a man believes in God, he should do what is proper, 
—that which God had commanded before this prophet came to 
his people. For if it meant that one might go about stealing, 
killing, adulterizing,—in a word, committing deeds displeasing 
to God—and by uttering these words would be admitted into 
Paradise, no man of intelligence would accept such a doctrine 
or consider it sane. As a matter of fact the formula possesses 
an inner meaning involved in its orthography. Their Book 
indicates therewith the science of the seven and the twelve which 
are the fount and the fundament of all created entities. When a 
man clearly realizes the intent of the formula and acknowledges 
God’s unity and transcendence he becomes worthy of admission 
to Paradise, worthy to attain eternal happiness. In noting the 
distinguishing feature of these words, we find that the number 
of the letters “La il(a)h ila All(a)h” is twelve, and the number of 
the syllables seven; all in all nineteen, This result is due to the 
fact that “la” counts as one syllable and “ilah” as two, the’ 
sum total being seven. 

Assuredly ours is the credit for these principles since our 
testimony preceded theirs. Instance the exclamation of David, 


*Mohammed. *Sura XXXVII, 34 et passim. 
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“For who is God besides the Lord, and who is a Rock besides 
our God!’! Similarly we magnified His Name in many other 
passages; “Great is the Lord and exceedingly praiseworthy ;”” 
“Great is our Lord”,® etc., etc. We care to mention of the 
seven and twelve only that which we and the Arabs have in com- 
mon. Aside from this consideration we surely would not men- 
tion the subject merely because it is mentioned by them. 
Furthermore, it is pre-eminent and fundamental according to 
one of their passages in another Surah which states that over 
hell there are nineteen.t| One commentator explains that as 
an allusion to their religion, and holdsthat the seven cor- 
responds to the twelve syllabtes, and the twelve to the twelve 
letters of the formula of faith.= Some claim that the seven 
las reference to the Sabbath day which is the seventh. Thus, 
much is mentioned by the learned with regard to the pre- 
eminence of the seven and the twelve. They speak of it as the 
number of the vertebrae in the back. We also have gone 
quite deeply into the subject of the seven and the twelve. We 
shall treat the rest of this subject as extensively as we can in 


ips XVIII; +32)" Ps. ‘CKLYV,3.°* Ps: CXELVIG, 4 + * Sura, LRT, So: 

®The sura reads: “And what shall make thee understand what 
hell is? It leaveth not anything unconsumed, neither doth it suffer any- 
thing to escape. It scorcheth men’s flesh: over the same are nineteen 
angels appointed. We have none but angels to preside over the hell-fire; 
and we have expressed the number of them only for an occasion of 
discord to the unbelievers.” The Ihwan explain that these verses refer 
to the passage of the seven planets through the twelve constellations: 
Anthropologie, p. 143. Nathanel appears to regard the nineteen as an 
allusion to the Mohammedan formula of faith with its seven syllables 
and twelve letters. Beidhawi, vol. II, p. 360, says: “The nineteen refers 
to ninteen angels or nineteen kinds of angels. The special reason for 
this particular number is because the disorders of human souls, in thought 
and deed, are caused by the twelve animal forces and the seven natural 
forces. Or it may mean that Gehinnom has seven degrees. Six of these 
are for the kinds of infidels. Each kind is punished for neglecting belief 
in the faith, the confession of faith and the practice of the religion with 
a certain kind of punishment which fits it, and over each kind an angel 
or kind of angel presides. One degree is for believers who sinned. They 
are punished in hell with a specific kind of punishment for neglecting the 
practice of the religion. Over this punishment an angel or kind of 
angel presides. Or because the hours are twenty-four: five of them 
employed in prayer. If during the other nineteen hours he has committed 
a sin whose penalty is one of these kinds of punishment the zahaniyat 
or hell-angels take charge of it.” 

°The Thwan (Naturanschauung, p. 211; Weltseele, p. 173) claim that 
the spine has 28 vetebrae. According to the Talmud (Oholoth, Ch, I, 
mishna 8) the spine has eighteen vertebrae. 
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its proper place in the fifth chapter,—please God, for from Him 
is help! 

And as for the eight, behold to it there correspond the eight 
days of circumcision,’ the eight days of the Festival,? and 
the eighth day which is distinguished by being set aside by 
itself, a festival for itself, a time for itself.* Likewise the 
eight princes and the seven shepherds with whom they are 
allied, number fifteen.* Fifteen is half the Ineffable Name, 
and with it God created the world: “For with ‘fifteen’ the 
Eternai formed the world’,® and according to the passage, 
“When God created them.”® Do not read b’hibbor’am but 
b’he b’ra’am, for it is written, “By the word of the Lord the 
heavens were made.”* Eight also possesses pre-eminence 
as a principal number for in the Temple they used to sound 
eight tones upon the Sheminith. Eight fathers of the pure 
correspond to the eight faculties. The prophetical books are 
likewise eight. But the most interesting of all, is this: when 
thou takest into consideration the survivors after the flood thou 
findest them eight in number, viz.: Noah and his wife, his three 
sons and their three wives.* 

As for the nine, we find that the body of man is built up of 
nine substances; hair, nail, skin, flesh, fat, blood, marrow, bone 
and nerves.® Likewise the spheres are nine: the seven that 
are well known, the sphere of the zodiacal signs and the sphere 
of darkness. Similarly the months of pregnancy are nine.” 
The learned point out some wonderful characteristics of the 
nine primary numbers.’? They are the ancient Hindoo char- 
acters from which is derived the whole science of arithmetic 


*Gen. XVII, 12. 

? Succoth or the Feast of Tabernacles (including Sh’mini Azereth). 

*Sh’mini Azereth or Eighth Day of Solemn Assemblage. 

‘Micah V. The eight princes are Jesse, Saul, Samuel, Amos, Zephaniah, 
Zedekiah, the messiah and Elijah. Succah 52b. 

°Is. XXVI, 4. J(a)h numerically fifteen. 

*Gen. II, 4. 7Ps. XXXIII, 6. Bereeshith Rabbah, parsha 12, sect. 10. 

*Gen. VIII, 16. ° Anthropologie, p. 4. 

* Propaedeutik, p. 47. ™ Anthropologie, p. 72. 

*The Arabs express the zero by a dot and do not consider it a num- 
ber. In Spranger’s Masudi’s “ Meadows of Gold,’ p. 157, we are told 
that the wise men of the Barahman or Indian ruler invented the nine 
figures which form the numerical system of the Hindoos, 
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dealing with the minute and the great, the many and the few. 
for which purpose the nine characters are inexhaustible. They 
are the following: I—2—3—4—5—O0—7—8—9. These are 
their forms. If thou writest the following figures 5—4—3—2 
—1 thou hast fifty-four thousand, three hundred and twenty-one. 
The tens are after the units, the hundreds after the tens, the 
thousands after the hundreds, the ten thousands after the thou- 
sands, and so on ad infinitum. As often as a figure is added 
to a number the number is increased a degree and assumes 
another aspect. And that is due to the fact that when thou 
addest them together there results the number forty-five, the 
figures by the threes amounting to fifteen or one-half the In- 
effable Name which is numerically fifteen. That is clear: 
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every one of these three combinations amounts to fifteen. The 
Creator has been called “Fifteen” for Scripture saith, “Verily 
my strength and song is Jah”! (Fifteen); and furthermore, 
“For with Jah (Fifteen) the Eternal formed the world.”? The 
Talmudists say, “With the ‘he’ (fifteen) He formed this world 
and the world of the future, for it is written, ‘These are the 
generations of the heavens and the earth.’ Do not read b’hi- 
boro’om but b’heb’ra’am.? One of the learned says, “From 
that it is seen that with nine letters death is meted out and the 
people of each generation pass away.” 

Of the tent are the ten commandments,’ and the ten ut- 
terances,® the ten miracles, which were brought for our 
fathers in Egypt and the ten by the sea,” and the ten plagues 
which the Holy One—blessed be He—brought upon the 
Egyptians in Egypt.® Zimon is with ten and Kedusha 
with ten. We do not read in the Torah less than ten pas- 
sages. Ten malchioth, ten zichronoth and ten shopharoth. 


‘Jer, XVII, 19. “Is. XXXVI, 4 

* Bereshith Rabbah, parasha 12, sect. 10. 

‘The Pythagoreans had called the ten “ perfection,” “the world,” 
“the heavens” and “the all? The Arabs knew nothing of the apotheosis 
of this number. Its place was taken by the number twelve. Cf. Pro- 
paedeutik, p. 186. 

®° Exodus XX, 2-17. *Pirke Aboth V, 6. 

"Idem V, 5. ‘Idem V, 1. 
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There are nine songs and the tenth refers to the future World, 
for it is written, “On that day this song will be sung.”* Nine 
sephiroth Israel counts and the tenth is for the Future World, 
as it is written, “Then the flocks shall pass again under the 
hands of Him that telleth them, saith the Lord.”? Ten kings 
ruled from one end of the world to the other. And likewise, 
in ten garments the Omnipotent is enveloped. One is “O 
Lord my God, thou hast become exceedingly great, with splen- 
dor and majesty has Thou clothed Thyself;”’* and the second, 
“The Lord is King, He is clothed with majesty;’* and the 
third, “The Lord hath clothed Himself, with strength. He hath 
girded Himself."> The fourth, “I saw a high throne and One 
Ancient of Days was sitting upon it, and His garments were 
as white as snow;’* and the fifth, “He shall be clothed in right- 
eousness like Sharon.”* The sixth and seventh, “And he 
donned garments of vengeance.”® And the eighth and ninth, 
“Why are thy garments red?”® And the tenth, “Who is this 
cometh from Edom—this one with his splendid garments?’’!° 
And likewise Israel suffered ten exiles: four in the days of 
Sennacherib," four in the days of Nebuchadnezzar, and two 
in the days of Titus and Vespasian. 

The world to come is indicated in Holy Writ by twelve ex- 
pressions which contain the word kallah (bride), They are 
teeta arom Lebanon, © bride’? “Phe “sound :of joy 
and the sound of gladness, the voice of the bridegroom and the 
voice of the bride.’”’** “As the bridegroom rejoices over the 
bride.”** “As the bridegroom decks himself out in glory and 
the bride dons her ornaments.’’® 

It is thus evident that man is the noblest existent under the 
sphere of the moon; that he is a microcosm and so constituted 
as to correspond to the macrocosm. From his thigh down to 


DISH OON VLD ae er An KON Pls iT oie. ® Pet Civ te 
“Idem X Client) Sidenr XCIIL, i Daniel -VIl, 6. (5° 1s; EX, 17. 
Pidemiilixs 7.5." idem LX, 2,: Idem, LXV, 1: 


* According to Bamidbar Rabbah,(parasha 23, sect. 14), and Koheleth 
Rabbah (parsha 9, sect. 3), Sennacherib was responsible for three exiles. 


* Songs of Songs, IV, 8 “Jer. VII, 34; XXV, 10. 
“is. RIE, 5. “Idem. LX, xo; 
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the lowest part of his body he is similar to the element earth. 
The fullness of marrow which is in his bones makes him similar 
to the mines which are in the interior of the earth. His abdo- 
men makes him similar to the element water, with its various 
fish and fluctuating billows. The same may be said of the 
rattling noise in the intestines and the various intestinal worms. 
His thorax is similar to the element air, because of the con- 
stant fluttering of the lungs; they inhale the air and flap their 
wings against the heart to equalize the heat and enable man 
to live. His head is similar to the highest element fire. More- 
over, on it are countless hairs, just as in the macrocosm there 
are countless plants. Likewise his face is cultivated, corre- 
sponding to the cultivated tracts in the macrocosm, The nape 
of the neck is a waste, corresponding to the deserts in the 
macrocosm. His trembling and the perspiration which appear 
on him correspond to the thunder and the rain in the macro- 
cosm. The palpitating of the lungs corresponds to the flut- 
tering of the birds in the macrocosm. His shoulders, elbows, 
knees, buttocks and projecting parts correspond to the moun- 
tains and the hills in the macrocosm. In him are different kinds 
of fluids having a salty taste in his eyes, sweet in his mouth, 
fetid in the urinal canal, and bitter in his ears. These cor- 
respond to the fluids of the macrocosm. These things are 
as they are owing to the various wishes of the wise Creator— 
may His Names be sanctified! Truly those wishes are wise and 
judicious. They say that the water of the sea is salty that the 
animals round about might live; for if it were sweet the animals 
would be stricken with cholera, whereas saltiness prevents 
cholera.1 Likewise the eyes are salty because they are fat. 
Were it not for their saltiness they would become blind, since 
flesh cannot continue its existence without the aid of salt. That 
whole subject, however, is extremely subtle, too profound for 
this treatise, too wonderful, too grand. No one understands 
it but God and those who are far advanced in the sciences. 
What we do not understand about the anatomy of man’s body 
exceeds that which is clear to us. How little then do we know 
of the other sciences! The reader of this book will therefore 


* Naturanschauung, p. 107. 
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be indulgent with us since we have not made therein a single 
assertion of our own or advanced any theory that we have not 
heard from others. We have studied the subject and have 
written this book as a compendium for our youth and for any 
of our brethren into whose hands it may fall. We ask God’s 
pardon for every misstep and error; we ask His inspiration in 
the matter of correct judgment, His aid and guidance, . . .’” 
Man’s knowledge, glory, excellence and authority, extend over 
all things, as we pointed out in our prefatory remarks upon the 
passage: “Thou causest him to rule over the work of Thy hand: 
all things hast Thou placed under His feet.”? 

God made man’s soul spiritual, noble, subtle, elementary, 
living, knowing and comprehending. The Praised One desires 
to direct its attention to the treasures of His wisdom and cause 
it to testify to the absoluteness of His power and the loftiness 
of His wisdom that it may serve Him properly and be responsi- 
ble to Him, beginning with all that is due a master—servitude, 
submission, service, obedience, accountability and resignation, 
—and ending with a most cheerful and voluntary submission to 
His will, and that it should cultivate correct opinion in regard 
to what He made in it manifest and concealed. And even 
though her nature rebels she must approach her Creator cheer- 
fully and rightly disposed towards Him to obtain reward and 
blessing. Holy writ speaks in reference to all these things. 
As for the creation of man according to His will and as a mani- 
festation of His Glory we have the passage, “All that is called 
by My Name for My glory have I created it, have formed it, 
yea, have made it.”* Referring to His intention to have them 
testify to the sublimity of His wisdom and the absoluteness of 
His power, is the passage, “Ye are my witnesses, saith the Lord, 
and my servants whom I have chosen in order that ye may know 
and understand that Iam He: Before Me no god was formed 
and after me there shall be none.”* Referring to their re- 
sponsibility to Him for the fulfillment of their religious duties, 
even as servants are responsible to their masters, is the pas- 
sage: “As the eyes of servants are unto the hand of their mas- 
ters, and as the eyes of the handmaid unto the hand of their 
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mistress, thus are our eyes unto the Lord, our God, until He 
have compassion upon us.”* And as for submission to His 
command and decree and pious thoughts concerning Him even 
though He does unto us what our nature shuns, we have the 
sentiment of Job, “Though He slay me yet will I hope in 
Him.’? In his spirit the pious and saintly Hananiah, Mishael 
and Azariah cast themselves into the fire, as thou knowest.® 
That deed was beloved unto God. In His decrees He did not 
turn away from them, and they were saved. For they had 
given themselves up out of love for Him, and yielding to His 
decree with their lives gladly, willingly and freely. When He 
beheld the beauty of their faith and that their deed was dictated 
neither by the desire to obtain favor or reward nor out of fear, 
He set them free in the way He wished and reserved for them 
a rich reward, the recompense of the perfect—the possession 
of eternity. Likewise when Abraham, the Friend of God, was 
cast by the tyrant into the fire—I refer to Nimrod who cast 
him into the fire with a ballista—the most High—may His 
Names be sanctified !—said to Gabriel, “Ask Abraham in the air 
whether thou canst assist him in something.” And he asked in 
the air, “Can I be of some use to thee?” And Abraham an- 
swered, “I need some one else but not thee.” And God appeared 
and set him free by saying, “O flame be thou cold and a security 
unto Abraham.” And had He said “cold” and stopped, the 
cold would surely have destroyed him.t Thus our Praised 
One sets free His saints and His God-fearing ones who are 
humble before Him: “He will never suffer the righteous to 
totter.”® It is further written, “The enemy shall not deceive 
him and the son of unrighteousness shall not retort unto 
him.’* I laud Him, give thanks unto Him, and commend my 


Ps CXXIT, 2 Job, Xi, 15. “Dan: Oi. 

“Cf. Sura XXI, 52-75, Targum Jonathan and Targum Jerushalmi to 
Gen. XV, 7; Targum Jonathan to Gen. XI, 28; Midrash B’reshith Rabbah, 
parsha 38, sect. 13; Baba Bathra 91a; Logik und Psychologie, p. 164. 
Rodwell, in his translation of the Kuran, p. 178, note, points out that the 
legend was accepted as a historical fact by some of the Eastern Chris- 
tians. According to the Syrian calendar the event should be commemo- 
rated on January 29th. The Abyssinian calendar has January 25th as 
the date. 
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affairs unto Him, according to the words of the prince, “Blessed 
is the man that trusts in the Lord and whose trust is the 
Lord.” 

Similarly, my brother, God made His most luminous religion 
after the manner of His world. Thus the religion is one and 
the Divine Law one, according to the utterances of the most 
High, “One Torah and One Judgment shall there be unto 
you.”? 

Likewise there were Scripture and Tradition, corresponding 
to the two, according to the dictum of the sages, ““Two Torahs 
were given unto Israel, one written and the other unwritten.’’* 
Besides, the Law was given at the hands of two men, Moses 
and Aaron; and the ten words were brought down on the two 
Tablets of the Covenant. 

Likewise, there correspond to the three: Torah, Prophets 
and Hagiographa. The sages say, “What is meant by the ex- 
pression “Lo, I have written unto you thirds?’ They are the 
three: Torah, Prophets and Hagiographa. They were de- 
livered to three: Moses, Aaron and Miriam. Some say they 
were all delivered to Moses, for His name contains three let- 
ters corresponding to the Ineffable Name.’* It is said that 
the whole of religion consists of that which is derived from 
reason, the written Law and the traditional Law. Likewise, 
the people are of three degrees: priests, Levites and laymen. 
Likewise, there are three Kedushas. The priestly blessing has 
three sections. Moreover the Torah was given by means of 
sephor, sepher and sippur.’ Likewise, “By three things is the 
world preserved: by truth, by justice and by peace.”* Like- 
wise, “The world is based upon three things: knowledge, good 
sentiment “Upon three things the world is based: Upon the 
Law, upon divine worship and upon deeds of kindness.” Of 
the other meritorious acts they mention, “A man must say 
within his house on Sabbath eve towards dusk: ‘Have ye sep- 
arated the tithe? Have ye made the erub? Kindle the Sabbath 

*Jer. XVII, 7. *Numbers XV, 16. #Gittin, 6b. 
“M(o)s(e)h (Moses) is simply H(a)s(e)m the Ineffable Name reversed. 
*These three S’s correspond to the R’s: reading, writing and reckon- 


ing. Cf. Friedlander’s Jewish Religion, p. 14. 
* Pirke Aboth, I, 2. 


38 THE GARDEN OF WISDOM 


lamp.” We have mentioned all that we could in the third 
gate of this chapter. 

Likewise, the four. God enjoined upon the children 
of Israel to take in their hands on the Festival of Tabernacles 
four kinds of plants. Its mention occurs in the fourth gate 
of this chapter together with the rest of the Divine Law related 
to it and concerning the world and man. 

Likewise, the five. The Divine Law is the five-fifths of the 
Torah together with what is connected with and related to it 
of the fives with regard to the Divine Law, the world and man. 

Likewise, the six. The science of instruction has for its 
foundation the six orders of the Mishna and the six orders of the 
Tosephta with what is concerned with and related to that of 
the sixes in the case of the Divine Law, the world and man. 

Likewise, the seven. It is used most frequently in explain- 
ing religion, due to the pre-eminence of the Sabbath Day which 
the Praised One exalted above other days and enjoined the 
Children of Israel to observe and honor it and note its arrival, 
as we have explained in this chapter. As there is no need to 
repeat it here we shall not enter further into the subject. 

Likewise, the eight: Circumcision is performed eight days 
after birth, and the Festival lasts eight days when we include 
the day connected with it.2 It is of the same kind as the mat- 
ters of the Divine Law, the world and man. 

Likewise, the nine. We have mentioned as much of it as we 
could. 

Likewise, the ten. The basis of the Divine Law is the ten 
commandments which embrace the precepts of obedience en- 
joined in the whole religion. These precepts occur in the con- 
tents of the Decalogue, for the number of its letters six hundred 
and thirteen, together with what is connected with the tens in 
the Divine Law, in the world and in man. 

It has become plain, my brother, that God created all things 
according to one order, marked by stability and wisdom. Dis- 
order does not enter into it and confusion does not mix with 
it, as Sacred Writ saith, “How great are thy works, O Lord! 


*Mishna, Tractate Shabbath, ch. II, 7. * Leviticus, XXIII, 40. 
°>The seven days of Succoth and Sh’mini Azereth. 
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In wisdom hast Thou made them all!’? It is further written, 
“The Lord founded the earth in wisdom, established the heavens 
with understanding.’”? Thus the Praised One is the Creator 
of all, their Author an. their Governor. I laud Him, am grate- 
ful to Him, depend upon Him, and entrust my affairs unto Him, 
according to the word of David, “The Lord is my Shepherd, I 
shall not want. In green pastures does He cause me to lie 
down; by still waters He leads me.’’* Finished is the second 
chapter, “Mana Microcosm’. There follows 
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This chapter sets forth the duty of rendering obedience to 
God—praised be He! 

It is maintained that the duty of rendering obedience to God 
is established when we recollect and verify the fact that man is 
the noblest existent under the sphere of the moon; that in this 
world he is the viceregent of God,* who made him the ruler over 
all things that exist as minerals, plants and animals, and that 
God created bounteous benefits,> among which is the bringing 
forth of man from non-existence. The choicest and most com- 
plete of these benefits are two preeminent boons: one external, 
the other internal. The external consists in the perfect com- 
position of his body with all the external equipments: flesh, 
blood, veins, nerves, bones, muscles, nails, marrow, etc.; and 
perfect with respect to hands, feet, and the organs of the ex- 
ternal senses etc. The inward gift is the noble soul which God 
has graciously bestowed upon him. It is a simple substance, 
celestial, spiritual, potentially gifted with knowledge, under- 
standing and sensation,® as described by one of the pious while 
communing with his Lord. After referring to all that God has 
created, he continued, “And after all this Thou didst form man 
for Thy glory and didst create mortal who calls upon Thy Name. 

1Ps, XXIII, 1 and 2. ?Prov. III, 20. *Ps. XXITI, 1 and 2. 

* Logik, 103 and 104. 

® Saadiah’s al-Amanat, pp. 114 and 119, and Joseph ibn Zaddik’s Olam 


Katon, p. 58, also make gratitude the incentive to obey God. 
*Weltsecle, p. 25. 
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Thou didst breathe into his nostrils a soul precious and pure, 
unblemished and clean, wise and intelligent, accepting the dis- 
cipline of wisdom, and acquiring knowledge and discretion, de- 
claring that thou hast formed it and testifying that thou didst 
create it. Through it every one wise at heart increases his intel- 
ligence and recognizes Thee, and from it mortal gets understand- 
ing and finds Thee. For Thou hast made it a sign and token for 
men of wisdom in their resolves, and a swift witness to those 
who grasp knowledge in their souls, For when the liar lies 
against Thee, or the denier denies Thee, as a stone from a wall 
does his soul cry out, and as a lion from the forest does his 
spirit answer. Therefore all who seek Thee will comprehend 
Thee in their hearts.” It remains to say on this subject that, 
aside from the thanks which he should render to the Beneficent 
‘One—praised be He—it is obligatory for man to submit to two 
‘kinds of obedience, the external and the internal. 

The external consists in carrying out the law revealed to the 
-prophets—peace be unto them!—in such matters as circum- 
‘cision, fasting, alms-giving, the pilgrimage, the holy war, and 
-what is similar in the practice of zizith, tephilin, succah, lulab, 
‘mezuzoth, and the other mizvoth, which are set forth in the 
Books of the Law.1. The sum thereof amounts to six hundred 
and thirteen as Rabbi Saadiah Gaon, of blessed memory, pointed 
out2 He deduces them from the Decalogue, the number of 
whose letters is six hundred and thirteen. Of these commands 
two hundred and forty-eight, corresponding to the number of 
‘members in man, are positive. Three hundred and sixty-five 
sare prohibitions, corresponding to the number of veins in man. 

The inner obedience is the inner service: the pure thought 
cand the serene, pure heart which is neither alloyed with evil 

1Bachya, pp. 3 and 4. 

2In the Talmud, Maccoth 23b, Rabbi Simlai explains that six hundred 
and thirteen commandments were communicated to Moses; three hun- 
dred and sixty-five are negative according to the number of days in the 
solar year, and two hundred and forty-eight positive according to the 
number of members in the human body. Rabbbi Haninah asked what 
was the scripture proof for this. The answer was, “ Moses enjoined upon 
us the Torah’ (Deut. XXXIII, 4). The numerical value of Tor(a)h 
is six hundred and eleven. This with ‘I am the Lord thy God’ (Ex. XX, 
2) and ‘Thou shalt have no other god besides Me’ (Ex. XX, 3), which 


we heard from the Almighty Himself, makes up six hundred and thir- 
teen.” 
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nor “affected with unsoundness.”! The Praised One enjonied 
that in a number of passages: “And thou shalt love the Lord 
thy God, with all thy heart ;”? “And thou shalt consider in thy 
heart.” 

Rabbi Bachya ben Joseph ben Pakuda—may God have com- 
passion upon him—wrote a book for guidance in religious 
paths. To the extent of his ability he considered therein the 
subject of the duties of the heart,* with demonstrations drawn 
from the written and traditional Laws and from the understand- 
ing. In the chapter on the Unity of God he makes the remotest 
cause the cause of causes and identifies it with the Creator. As 
he himself points out, his whole treatise is concerned with the 
exhaustive treatment of the inner service with reference to purity 
of heart and mind, and the will that seeks the favor of God. We 
have, however, searched irto the doctrine of the Unity as ex- 
pounded by the philosophers’ and find that they establish it 
even more firmly than did Bachya, and in connection with the 
inner service they speak of a Unity that is likewise firmly es- 
tablished. We shall endeavor to elucidate their view of the mat- 
ter, not with the intention to controvert the words of Bachya— 
may God have mercy upon him!—but to confirm the doctrine of 
God’s Unity and the service we must render Him, since for this 
service did He create us, for it did He bring us into existence. 
May our children derive benefit therefrom, for the knowledge 
of this doctrine is a duty incumbent upon us. 

Know my brother—may God aid both of us to rectitude and 
guide us in the right way !—that this subject is one of the mys- 
teries of the Creator—blessed be He!—and a science of great 
value. This subject should be handled only by the pure. It 
should be expounded only to those in whom one may be sure 
that they will guard it very carefully. A learned poet wrote the 
folowing verses about the guarding of learning: “Fear the 
Merciful One, O thou who acceptest my doctrine, and do not 


1Surah, XXVI, 80. ?Deut. VI, 5. *Idem VI, 30. 

‘The distinction between the duties of the heart and those of the mem- 
bers of the body is mutazilitic. It is attributed to Abu-l-Hudyl-al-Alaf: 
Schreiner’s Der Kalam in der jiidischen Literatur, p. 26. 


®The Ihwan as Safa or Brethren of Sincerity. 
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lose it, for God is the Witness! Renounce not what He has be- 
stowed upon thee, for renouncement is the beginning of infidel- 
ity. He that accepts what I have taught, he who receives my 
‘interpretations is perfect, and both worlds are at his service.” 
Know that the philosophers well versed in science have gone 
‘most profoundly into the subject of cause and effect and that 
their investigations have resulted in lucid explanations about 
which there is no disagreement. They derive all things which 
exist as mineral, vegetable and animal, from the four elements— 
earth, water, air, fire—their combinations, and the various mod- 
ifications produced by part of one element affecting a part of an- 
other. For instance, fire is the highest element and is followed 
by the element air, which is between the water and the fire. The 
nature of air is hot-moist: the moisture which is in it is due to 
the proximity of one of its sides to the water, And likewise 
water, whose nature is cold-moist; the moisture which is in it is 
due to the proximity of one of its sides to the air; the cold in it 
is due to the proximity of one of its sides to the earth. Fire is 
the highest of them and is hot-dry owing to the close proximity | 
of his extreme side to the movement of the sphere. The earth 
is cold-dry, since it comes after all the others and is their ter- 
mination. The four elements mentioned are caused by the 
celestial sphere, the demonstration thereof being quite extensive. 
The philosophers have treated that matter in their books in a 
number of places. Similarly the celestial sphere was caused by 
primal matter and form which emanated from the Universal 
Soul and that from the Abstract Intellects, as we have men- 
tioned in the first part of the book. These Intellects fashioned 
and formed in the spheres all that they contain in the way of 
light and happiness, motion and perpetuity. Similarly the 
spheres fashioned into the world of nature that which they had 
acquired from the Abstract Intellects. Thus the Universal Soul 
was caused by the Intellect which is the cause of causes, brought 
into existence by the Creator—praised be He!—according to 
His wish, His will, His command, not through anything and not 
in anything, as we have mentioned in the Introduction to this 
book. The Praised One, however, is too transcedent to be de- 
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scribed as cause or effect, since cause cannot exist apart from 
effect. The Creator—praised be He!—is beyond the attributes 
“intellect” and “cause” since He brought forth the Intellect and 
bestowed upon it life, perfection, eternity (without beginning), 
perpetuity, eternity (without end), happiness and the like in a 
single instant, without time and without place. No created thing 
preceded the creation of the Intellect and knew how it came 
about, but all was brought into existence afterwards and was 
conceived in the Intellect potentially until there came forth into 
actuality thing after thing. The following is the explanation: 
After the Creator had brought the Universal Reason into exist- 
ence with absolute perfection, completeness, life, eternity and 
perpetual happiness, it gazed upon its essence through its es- 
sence, as we have mentioned in the Introduction, and there 
emanated from it the Universal Soul, perpetual life in actuality, 
in absolute completeness and perfection. It sought to imitate 
its cause, the Intellect, by sending forth another emana- 
tion which reached the sphere, and so on. The sou! thus be- 
came dual. By means of One of its portions it approaches the 
Intellect from which it derives benefits and blessings; and by 
means of the other it bestows upon what is beneath it in degree, 
light, perpetuity, motion, eternity and happiness, just as the sun 
grants some of its light to the moon every night. In the begin- 
ning of its growth it is a new moon, and increases until the 
night of its fullness when its radiance resembles that of the sun. 
It then turns about and decreases after the manner of its in- 
crease, until its computed period is covered according to the 
decree of the Omnipotent One. Thus it is clear that God 
brought into existence the cause of causes with what he wished 
atid how he wished. But He transcends every epithet, praise, 
cause and effect. This, then my brother, is an epitome of what 
our intellect has attained metaphorically concerning the Unity. 
“God does not burden the soul beyond what it can bear,” and 
that above every wise being is the One who is All-Wise. 

The inner service is evidently in the heart, the cogitation, the 
idea, and the imagination. Whatsoever thou thinkest concern- 
ing the Creator, bear in mind, that His grandeur far exceeds 
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such thoughts and imaginings, for He is the One who created 
them and sowed them in the faculty of man. How can He then 
be similar to them? If in speaking thou appliest to God the vari- 
ous names with which the prophets designated Him in their 
sacred books, recognize that necessity compelled them to do it. 
As a matter of fact, however, every name applies only to what 
is named, but whatever is named is affected, according to the 
views of the logicans.1_ The most exalted, God, however, trans- 
cends all affection. It thus comes about, my brother, that if 
thou speakest thou corporealizest; and if thou art silent, thou 
deniest and neglectest. And this thou art not allowed to do 
unless it be, as it has been proved by someone on this subject, 
by way of confession of powerlessness to express the Unity, 
which is by itself a declaration of Unity. Verily silence because 
of weakness is loftier than forever standing in amazement or 
resorting to subterfuges. This is indicated in the sentiment of 
the Prince, “ Unto thee dumiyah is praise,” * for the meaning of 
dumiyah is “ silence,” from “ wayyiddom Ahron” (“and Aaron 
was silent.” *) It is, by thy life, a nice interpretation, 

The learned have seriously considered this matter. One of 
them said, “Be not wiser than the prophets who applied to God 
names with which they designated Him and communed with 
Him”. But they knew not that the prophets had a sign under- 
stood only by themselves and the heirs to their knowledge. They 
were, by my life, exceedingly wise and learned in all that they 
spoke or wrote, and no one after them ever attained to their de- 
gree of dignity. It is allowable, however, for us to designate 
the Creator—praised and exalted be He!—with the Names 
they applied to Him. 

Some of the learned claim that these names can be inter- 
preted, but they fail to establish their theory. They do not ar- 
rive at their conclusion by lucid demonstrations but by embel- 
lished sophistry. 

Others say that the Creator spoke to men in a manner that 
their knowledge should grasp it, and called himself by meta- 


1 Logik, p. 179. Cf. also Kaufmann’s Attributenlehre, p. 313 and note 164. 
7 Ps- EX. V; 2. Lev. XX, 3 
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phorical names according to the quality of His actions. The 
necessity to express His mercy gave rise to “The Merciful 
One;” ihe necessity to express His compassion, “The Compas- 
sionate One;” the necessity to express the idea that He grants 
us our daily support, “The Supporter ;” and the necessity to ex- 
press the idea that He metes out punishment, “The Punisher ;” 
The sages of blessed memory say, “The Torah speaks the lan- 
guage of men.’? And this is also a manifest excuse for the one 
who cannot investigate and examine. 


Others, again, hold that since this sacred Law was brought 
by messengers from God He is the One who designated His es- 
sence—sanctified be His Name!—with those names and de- 
scribed it with those wise epithets in the wisdom of His Book. 
We have nothing to say against using them, but must be sat- 
isfied and resign ourselves. Thus if we commune with Him and 
apply to Him the names and attributes with which His essence 
is described at the hands of the prophets, no blame attaches to 
us. This excuse is acceptable since nobody else than He is 
meant, in spite of their great number. 

The erudite philosophers, disciplined in theology, maintain 
with arguments irrefutable that the soul is confined in the body 
as the child in the foetal membrane or the chick in the egg,” and 
that it cannot serve its Creator as is meet and proper unless it 
recognizes ‘Him as absolutely free of every limitation. As long 
as its condition is such, as long as it is bound to the world of 
nature—the world of genesis and decay—it cannot speak except 
with the tongue, cannot see except with the eye, and cannot hear 
except with the ear, for it is like an incarcerated man looking 
through a hole in the wall. The inner service—the conscious- 
ness that God is a true unity and transcendent—and patient en- 
durance, exist in it potentially. But when it parts with the body, 
if it is perfect and pleasing it becomes a monarch in actuality. 
It assumes the condition of seeing with its whole self, hearing 
with its whole self and speaking with its whole self, without hav- 
ing any members to use. Holy Writ describes the angels thus 


*Baba Mezia 31b. Also cf. Bachya, ch. I, sect. 19. 
*Weltseele, p. 85. 
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in the passage, “And their backs were full of eyes around about 
on the four sides.” Then true service and praise, sanctifica- 
tion and glorification become perfect in it in common with His 
angels unto all eternity, yea for ever and ever; while in this 
mundane dwelling the soul becomes worthy of all that through 
knowledge, good works, the fear of God, and by undertaking to 
follow the teachings of the prophets publicly and privately, with- 
out doubting and without dissimulation, and without love of 
hypocrisy or flattery, but solely through love for God. This 
love for God is shown by leading a pious, God-fearing life. 


To be sure, the service that is inspired by the desire for per- 
manent happiness and by the fear of excruciating torment is 
also called service, and does not entail disappointment, There 
is hope in both kinds of service, but the one with which we are 
dealing is the more excellent and the nobler. With this in mind 
the sages of blessed memory said, “Be not like servants that 
serve their master with a view to receiving recompense, but be 
like servants that serve their master without a view to re- 
ceiving recompense; and let the fear of Heaven be upon you.” 
A learned man expresses this sentiment in verse: 


“ My God, I desire not of Thee a ruby mansion peopled with 
girls!’ Or Gardens of Eden—O, my Hope!—or trees adorned 
with luscious fruit. 

My petition? Thy yearned for Countenance.” 
Work zealously in this direction, for in this is real glory. 
Another says, 
“By Thy Truth, I have not looked with yearning eye to any- 
thing but to Thee, that I should see Thee.” 

May both of us attain the highest degree in religion, in 
this world and in the world to come, for the Most High heark- 
ens graciously and benignantly to Him who calls upon Him. 
I implore forgiveness of Him, return repentant to Him, ask 
His aid, have confidence in Him, and commend my affairs 
into His care, even as His favorite communed, “The Lord is 
with me, I shall not fear. What can man do unto me?’’® 
“The Lord is my Shepherd, I shall not want. In pleasant 


tfz 1, 18 *Pirke: Aboth 173.7 Ps: Gavi, 6. 
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pastures He causes me to lie down.” With the help of God 
and by his command we have finished the third chapter deal- 
ing with the necessity of rendering obedience to God and serv- 
ing Him. There follows it 


CHAPTER IV: 


This chapter deals with penance and turning the attention 
to God, circumspection towards God, the pre-eminence of the 
learned, humility before God, and continence in worldly matters, 

Know, my brother—may God direct both of us upon the 
right path and lead us to righteousness !—that God, anticipating 
through His presence that many men would prefer disobedi- 
ence to obedience and would therefore be deserving of severe 
punishment and rigorous chastisement, manifested His leniency 
and mercy by providing them with something wherewith to 
mollify their obduracy and turn aside from disobedience. This 
is called repentance; it opens unto them the gates. It existed 
before creation in the primeval world. Only those well versed 
in theology attain knowledge of its inner meaning. Had the 
Torah permitted the exposition thereof, we would, through 
the favor and grace of God, explain what they knew of it. 
Verily Holy Writ speaks of that amongst the first of the created 
things, as we have mentioned in connection with the saying of 
the sages of blessed memory, “Seven things were created be- 
fore the world was created,” repentance being one of them. 
The proof of that is the passage, “Before the mountains were 
brought forth . . . Thou didst turn man to contrition.’ 
We have spoken of that in the Introduction to this book. This 
subject involves a profound mystery which is attained only by 
the learned—the heirs of the prophets—and by the one who 
acquires it from them,—may God direct him aright! We shall 


1Ps. XXIDG rand 2..*Idem XC; 2 and 3: 
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dwell on this subject in order to mention something about the 
pre-eminence wherewith God distinguishes the learned and 
something about the excellence of learning, since therein is 
great profit for us, for our youth and for all our brethren— 
may He direct all to His obedience! After that we shall return 
to the explanation, as far as we can, of the various kinds of 
repentance, its conditions, its esoteric meaning and its adjuncts, 
please God. 


Know, my brother, that knowledge is the most excellent of 
the creations of God since through it God is known, is declared 
a unity, is served and obeyed. It preceded Reason, since God 
is described by means of it, but is not described with the term 
“Intellect.” For we say that “God is knowing” but not “God 
is understanding.” Moreover, everyone who knows reasons, 
but not everyone who reasons knows. God is described with 
the epithet “knowing” in a number of passages. In the To- 
rah we read, “For God knoweth that on the day you eat,” 
etc.; in the Hagiographa, “The Lord knoweth the days of the 
perfect ;”? and in the Prophets, “I say, O Lord God, Thou 
knowest.”* There are many other passages similar to these, 
for knowledge is the noblest of all things. Although the people 
of this world regard nothing more precious than gold and 
jewels, wisdom is described as even more precious than these, 
for it is written, “It is more precious than pearls, and all the 
delightful things do not equal it;’* and furthermore, “I make 
man more precious than fine gold, yea more precious than the 
excellent gold of Ophir.’”*® The passage refers to the possessors 
of wisdom. Again, the people of this world regard nothing 
sweeter than honey, but wisdom is described as nobler and 
sweeter, for we read, “And sweeter than honey and the drip- 
pings of honeycombs.”® It is longer than the earth and broader 
than the sea, according to the passage, “ Her measure is longer 
than the earth and broader than the sea.”? And finally, wis- 
dom is described as the origin of things, not as originating 
from anything; for its nature must be referred back to its 
Creator: “Mortal knoweth not its value, and it is not to be 


? Gen. Ill, 5.7 Es. SVL, 38. “Ez SexeCVIL,- 3. 
“Prov, IIE, 1s. “Is. XI) tani Ps. 7a: (Job. ext. 
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found in the land of the living. God understandeth its way.”* 
Praised be the One who possesseth knowledge of things before 
their existence, during their existence and after their existence! 


The pre-eminence of learning, my brother, is indicated by the 
fact that it is more precious than wealth. A sultan may lay 
violent hands upon thy wealth, but not upon thy learning. 
Robbers and rebels may seize a man’s wealth, they cannot 
seize his learning. And again, if his ship with his wealth sink 
in the sea, his learning remaineth. When thou givest of thy 
wealth there is dimunition, but learning does not decrease in 
this wise : for when thou scatterest all thy wealth thou becomest 
poor, but when thou scatterest learning, thou dost not become 
poor but dost increase. Likewise, the treasures of wealth pass 
away but the treasures of wisdom remain. It is said concern- 
ing wisdom that were bodies to disappear their knowledge 
would nevertheless persist. We could continue with the eluci-. 
dation of some of the excellencies of wisdom but these pages 
do not permit it. 

Now, my brother, true knowledge postulates a necessary 
sequent: the act inspired by it. From knowledge issues forth 
the deed which is its fruit, otherwise it will not benefit thee.. 
It becomes a cost and a care to the one who does not act 
through it—from that may God in His mercy free both of us!! 
It has been pointed out that “learning involves four processes :: 
attention, retention in memory, conveying into practice and the: 
diffusing of it.”? Concerning that a learned poet says, “Come: 
now, thou canst obtain knowledge only through six things: 
(which we mention without analyzing their significance) : quick- 
ness of understanding, eager desire, patience, a sufficiency for 
one’s maintenance, the instruction of a teacher and length of 
time.” There are many sayings about learning. “Learning 
is the parent and the deed is the child.” “Learning is a tree 
and the deed is the fruit.” If God could have given a form to 
learning it would have illuminated night and if He had given 
a form to ignorance it would have darkened the sun. “The 
learned are strangers to the thoughts of the ignorant,” 


*Job XXVIII, 23. ?Cf. Mibhar Hapeninim, p. 5. 
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“At first wisdom tastes bitter; at last, sweeter than honey.” 
“O seeker of wisdom, seize it despite its opposition; and remem- 
ber that the meadow of learning is divided up by two streams.” 
“Knowledge calls for deeds; if its possessor listens to this call 
all is right, if not it vanishes.” The sages say, “He who learns 
in order to practice, to him the means will be vouchsafed to 
learn, to teach and to practice.” As for the Law, in it God 
enjoins upon us practice in many places, e. g., “And ye shall 
do them,’? “God commanded us to do,”* and many such in the 
Torah, the Prophets and the Hagiographa. 

Concerning the love of learning the eloquent poet Solomon 
Hakatan says, 

“How can I forsake wisdom 

Since the spirit of God has made a covenant betwixt us? 

Or how can she forsake me 

Since she is my mother and I the child of her old age?” 

Another philosophical poet says, “Learn, for no man is 
created learned, and the ignorant can not be a brother to the 
learned. If the chief of the people possesses not learning he 
is too insignificant that the assemblies should turn unto him. 
Turn not aside from the study of religion, but diligently strive 
to master its first principles.” 

We shall now enter as far as we can into the subject of the 
pre-eminence of the learned. 

Know, my brother—God strengthen both of us in His mercy! 
—that for every created thing the Creator set a goal which it 
reaches and where it halts. This goal is represented among 
the stones by the ruby, among the trees by the palm, among 
the animals by man, and among the jinns by the angels, But 
God Himself so far transcends comparison, similitude, repre- 
sentation, and the application of sacred numbers that he cannot 
be comprehended by the intellect be the thought ever so pro- 
found. In this sub-lunar world He created minerals, plants 
and animals. Of the non-liquefiable minerals He made a su- 
perior kind, the ruby; and of the liquefiable metals there is a 
superior kind, gold, which is very closely related to plants since 
it grows like them, Of the plants He made a noble species, 


*Pirke Aboth IV, 8. ?Deut. IV, 6, et passim. *Idem VI, 24. 
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the palm tree, which is very closely related to animals, since 
the male fertilizes the female which will otherwise not bear 
fruit; and when its top is lopped off the tree, animal-like, it 
dies. Similarly, God placed among animals a creature of the 
same class as man, the ape. In the horse also there is sagac- 
ity superior to that of other animals; and likewise the elephant 
accepts instruction more readily than other animals.’ All 
these are lower in degree than man. Since such is the case 
it necessarily follows that there must be in the genus man a 
class resembling the angels. This class consists of the pro- 
phets and their heirs, the latter being the imams, the adminis- 
trators, the learned and the wise. Hence it is clear that the 
learned, the heirs of the prophets,? are the noblest of human 
beings and in this world potentially angels, and that when 
God translates them to His Glorious Mansion they become 
angels in actuality. Consider, my brother, how splendid this 
arrangement is: the last member of each series is connected 
with the first of the succeeding series. It is the Praised God 
who creates, originates, forms and directs these series as He 
wishes and how he wishes, and He knows better than the 
learned. 

Returning to what we were saying concerning the subject 
of repentance we note that the learned have decided the stages 
of repentance, its significance and its motives. As they ex- 
plained in their books, they assigned to it four stages: the 
abandonment of sin, regret, asking of forgiveness and the as- 
surance on the part of the offender that he will not repeat the 
sin. They have classified the subject most carefully, but we 
shall dispense with this minute classification so as not to treat 
our subject at too great a length. They hold that if a man 
intends to repent or to act uprightly and death falls upon him 
before he repents or performs his intended good deed, God 
generously inscribes him in the book of the penitents. Like- 


* Naturanschauung, pp. 179 and 182, agrees with Nathanel in making 
the palm tree the link between the vegetable and animal kingdoms, and 
in placing the ape, horse and elephant near man. The Ihwan differ, 
however, by making moss the plant-mineral and the mushroom the 
mineral-plant. *Weltseele, p. 139. * Anthropologie, p. 129; Logik, 16s. 
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wise, when a man intends to commit a wicked deed but death 
overtakes him before he does, God in His clemency does not 
inscribe it against his name; for the Praised One is clement 
towards His servants, long suffering, abounding in loving kind- 
ness, ever inclining to mercy. The sages of blessed memory 
say, “Let not a man despair of mercy even though a sword 
rest upon his neck,” for never should a man despair or be 
hopeless of the mercy of God. A learned man said, “In the 
temple of worship discordant lamentations and harmonious in- 
tentions annul what the spheres have decreed.” 

The conditions of repentance and its adjuncts are humility, 
continence, discipline, fasting, charity and beseeching pardon 
for sinners. We shall mention something about each and every 
one of these classes, for even a little discipline benefits the noble 
soul but muck does not turn aside the ignorant, as is written, 
“A reproof enters deeper into a man of sense than a hundred 
stripes into a fool.” 

The bliss of continence is indicated in the request of the 
Patriarch Jacob: “If God will be with me and give me bread 
to eat and a garment to put on.”? These things are prime 
necessities. In addition a man should wed a pious woman, 
one who guards her purity and is obedient to her Creator. A 
certain scholar said, “He who ever fears and revers his God 
and has a home that affords him comfort, a farm that supplies 
a sufficiency, and a wife that is congenial, enjoys a full measure 
of God’s favor.” Concerning continence an Arabian poet says, 
Shun this world, even when thou reachest its favors, for 
through them thou disdainest the religious affairs. Con- 
tinence of this world consists in thrusting it aside and yield- 
ing not to the folly of the eye.” It is further said, “When the 
continent man flees from men, they seek him; but when he seeks 
them, they flee from him.” Another says, “Avoid sinning against 
God, that God may love thee. Shun what men possess that men 
may love thee.” A certain scholar says, “Whosoever shuns 
this world is serene of heart and has naught to fear from the 
envious. But whosoever desires this world is forever grieved 
and numerous are his enemies.” Another says, “Whosoever 
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shuns this world escapes its sins and the suffering of its people 
and need not fear punishment after death.” Another says, 
whosoever seeks the world must necessarily suffer a two-fold 
misery: he envies the man who is above him and is envied by 
him who is beneath him. Another says, “If a man, seeking 
the things of the world, attains that which wearies, he leaves 
it to others; and if he fails to attain it, he dies in sorrow.” 
Another says, “How near is regret to the one who seeks the 
things of the world, and how near is peace to the one that 
eschewes them!” Another says, “Those who zealously strive 
to increase their bodies are on a plane with those who zealously 
apply themselves to the worship of idols.” Another says, “The 
desolation of the intellect keeps pace with the cultivation of 
the body.” Another says, “How foolish the man that trusts in 
this world despite the artifices it has practiced on his predeces- 
sors!’ Another says, “The intelligent man is he who takes 
an exampie from others ere he would become an example 
to others” <A pious man, when asked his opinion about this 
world, responded, “What can I say concerning a dwelling upon 
whose verv threshold there is trouble, a dwelling which we must 
leave empty-handed? A strict account is kept of how we use 
its permitted things, and indulgence in its forbidden fruits en- 
tails punishment. When a man becomes rich in this world 
he is ill at ease; and when he is poor, he is sad. One person 
works zealously for it, and it escapes him, while another sits 
still and it comes to him, As one regards it it regards him. 
Whosvever fixes his gaze upon it it blinds. While the pious man 
was thus blaming the world, another who was present said, “Do 
not disparage it offhand, for it is a dwelling of righteousness 
to him that lives righteously in it, a safe dwelling to the one 
that understands it, and a rich dwelling to the one that manages 
to get a bed init. It is a place of divine Revelation, the prayer 
house of his messengers, the mosque of his prophets and the 
market-place of His favorites where they purchase Paradise, 
wherein they obtain mercy.” It is also said, “Do not make 
efforts to gain this world seeing that it is permanent for no one. 
Neither do thou cast it aside seeing that the Future World is 
bestowed only through it.’ A pious man noticing a fellow 
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strutting about conceitedly remarked, “How can be proud 
one whose return is eternal! Time is his bed-fellow, his bene- 
factor, his brother and his friend. If it is hard against him 
he will surely be crushed into the dust, and if he weakens but 
for a moment it thrusts him into the very jaws of death.” 
Another said, “How can be proud one whose origin is a foul 
drop and his end a filthy carcass and in the meantime a vase 
of dirt.” Another said, “The body ere it became a drop in the 
membrane slept in the blood of the bowels, a growing evil. 
Was he not near urine and ordure even though he is smeared 
with the finest of all ointments? He covers his wens with a 
pair of camisoles and envelops himself in a mantle. How are 
all his excellences brought low! Verily after his death tears 
do not follow him.” Another said, “How strange it is to see 
a man proud, he who has passed through urinal passages three 
times! How can he be proud!” There are many such sentt- 
ments, but we shall not adduce further citations. One of the 
wise continent men, Rabbi Jehudah Hallewi, said, ““How can 
he be arrogant who was formed in the waters of semen, in the 
waters of uncleanliness? Who is considered as a resident 
stranger and dies leaving behind all those things in which 
he delighted—e’en his food and drink—and the end of his days 
are in the waters of measure? Not a moment without accident, 
not an accident without terror! The perfect is not perfect with- 
out price, and man is not redeemed from Sheol unless he be 
acceptable and has found grace, who having sinned confesses 
and brings near song and praise in lieu of shrine and sacrifice. 
Unto the Lord our God are mercy and pardon.” 

Several learned men addressed themselves to a preacher and 
said unto him, “Counsel us, our master.” To this he respond- 
ed, “It is incumbent upon you to obey God, avoid excesses 
in food and speech, and bear the pain of the world.” And 
they said unto him, “What advantage is therein?” He an- 
swered, “As for obedience to God, happiness is bestowed 
through it. When the pleasure of eating is given up the desires 
die out. When the pleasure of sleep is put aside you con- 
sider the creation of the earth and of the heavens. In bearing 
the sorrows of your fellow-creatures you obtain all you wish 
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and your soul becomes like a king in his garden, like a horse 
in the meadow.” It is related that a certain khalif found a 
continent man standing in a House of God. The khalif, ad- 
dressing him said, “Ask something and thy demand will be 
granted.” To this the continent man replied, “I show my God 
reverence. How can I be in His House and request anything 
of others?” Another said, “Oh the loving-kindness of God! 
He inspires man to obey. He increases his faith and con- 
tentment, teaches him religion, aids him, frees him from the 
slanderer, gives him employment in His world and makes him 
the master of his desire. But it comes about that men grow 
wicked and leave this world without provision.” Another said, 
“Men write the best they hear in order to retain in memory 
the best they write. They speak about the best they hear and 
practice the best they know.” We are told that a good man 
was being followed and abused by an impudent fellow to whom 
he paid no attention. Whereupon the shameless fellow cried, 
“Ho there, I mean you.” He replied, “I'll have nothing to 
do with you.” They say that a shameless fellow abused a 
righteous man with the words, ‘Your mother did so and so.” 
He replied, “If what you say is true may God pardon her. 
And if what you say is false may God pardon you.” It is also 
narrated that a calumniator came to a certain pious man with 
slander, whereupon the pious man retorted, “Slander is abom- 
inable. Were your charge true verily we would search out 
what you added to it. And even if it turned out true we would 
detest you. And if it proved to be false, we would punish you. 
But if you would have us pardon you, we shall pardon you.” 
And he replied ‘Forgive me!’ So he forgave him.” It is also 
narrated that a calumniator hastened to a certain king, where- 
upon the king queried, ‘Wouldst thou have us hear from thy 
rival concerning thee just as we have heard from thee concern- 
ing him? And he answered, ‘No, pardon me.’ So he par- 
doned him.” A certain king remarked, “Verily I esteem the 
sweetness of forgiveness above and beyond the sweetness of 
revenge.” A pious man in his communion with God exclaimed, 
“O God! my sin is great, my prison inaccessible, and my chain 
strong; but thou art a clement creditor.” Another said, “O 
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God, were it not that thou dost put me to shame because of 
my sin [ would not fear thy punishment; and were it not for 
the comforting thought of Thy mercy, I would not hope for 
Thy recompense.” Another says, “O God, forgive my sins, 
cover up my vices and let me attain both Dwellings, my Be- 
loved.” Another says, “O God, Thou knowest my sins, put 
them to flight. Thou knowest my vices, veil them over. Thou 
knowest my needs, supply them.” Says another, “O God, 
have mercy upon thy servant whom hope draws along, labor 
crushes, and death seeks.” Another says, “O God, we yearn 
to obey Thee, but have fallen short of it; we are loth to dis- 
obey Thee, but have been guilty of disobedience. Do Thou 
give us our daily bread from Paradise. And if we are not 
worthy of it then at least save us from the Fire even though 
we are worthy of it.” Another says, “ O God have mercy upon 
Thy servant who awaits Thy recompense, who fears Thy punish- 
ment. By the truth of Thy prophets and Thy Book, place me 
among those who love Thee. Verily there is no might and no 
power save Thine.” It is narrated that when a certain sinner 
was at the point of death someone present asked him, “ What 
excuse wilt thou render thy Master?” Weeping, he raised 
his voice and answered, “Am I not in the presence of God! 
Since when has He not forgiven my sin? If pardon may be 
expected from the sons of man why may I not expect it from 
my Master?” 

Since we have mentioned something about continence, dis- 
cipline and humility, we shall now refer to the excellence of 
charity and fasting. 

Know my brother—may God aid us both to His favor !— 
that the learned have encouraged the exercise of kindness in 
many dicta. Man’s reason urges the necessity of showing 
kindness to those worthy of it and to those unworthy of it, 
that kindliness may become habitual to the soul. One of the 
learned says, “ Perform the good deed though it be out of place; 
for no one ever lost a good deed, no difference where he put 
it.” One of the saints said, “Do good to anyone whom you 
consider worthy of it, for even if he is not worthy of it there 
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is no loss.” Holy Writ saith, ‘‘ Cast thy bread upon the waters 
for after many days shalt thou find it.” + 

Some of the learned esteem fasting above charity and con- 
firm their view with the saying of the sages, “ This man with 
his body and this man with his money.”’? The proof is that 
when the soul lacks the food with which it is usually nourished 
it turns upon the volatile substances and the blood, in lieu of 
what it has been deprived of and burns them in its fire, thereby 
nourishing its body. Because of this, fasting is superior to 
charity. 

some there are who claim that charity is superior to fasting 
inasmuch as the charitable man revives the souls of the weak 
and thereby brightens their eyes which have been darkened 
by poverty. Another holds, “The fast of the rich man is more 
meritorious than his charity, for everyone sees him give alms 
but does not see him afflict himself with fasting, On the other 
hand the charity of the poor man is more meritorious than his 
fasting for he gives alms from an afflicted soul.” Both views 
are indeed admirable. 

The learned have uttered a number of dicta concerning the 
excellence of charity, and in their works have expounded it at 
some length. The Sacred Scriptures tell us that it delivereth ~ 
from death: “Charity delivereth from death.”* Some hold 
,that charity in secret is more excellent than charity in public; 
others that charity in public is more excellent than charity in 
secret. Public charity is claimed to be superior since it enables 
men to take example from one another, and the poor profit 
thereby. Both views are indeed admirable. Charity in secret 
is well for the one who has never shown his face and is not 
accustomed to accept it. His reputation is protected in that 
people do not notice him. For him charity in secret is prefer- 
able. Charity in public is more excellent for him who uncovers 
his face, being accustomed to taking it. It is preferable to 
pauperizing him in secret. Taking all things into consideration 
we find that each method speaks well for the giver since he 
has as his goal the countenance of God who multiplies his 
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reward since with his charity he does not seek the thanks of 
man. 

If anyone upon whom God bestowed wealth in this world 
fails to fulfil his duty towards God and towards the weak, and 
does not use his wealth to good purpose, he is like the man 
who walks in darkness although he has olive oil. It comes 
about that his ease prompts him to-live the life of the miser, 
and he must suffer the penalty incurred by the wealthy. He 
cannot escape one or the other of two misfortunes which God, 
with his Divine seal, decrees in this mundane dwelling: either 
his wealth passes to someone else, perhaps to a violent sultan, 
or is stolen, burnt or sunk in the sea, while he looks on; or 
there happens what is worse than that—the property is left to 
his heirs or others than his heirs, One of the learned uttered 
an apt sentiment in reference to the evil of the miser’s wealth: 
“Either through accident or to his heir.’”? A Hebrew poet 
says, 

“Choose death and know what it is, 
But ask not a favor of the depraved.” 


The sages say, “ Let a man die rather than be dependent upon 
his fellow creatures”—that means upon their compassion. 
Concerning that an Arabian poet said in rhythmic strain, 


“Tf trifles would worry thee day by day 
Let contentment yield satisfaction and joy.” 


He also says, “nothing is worse for good men than to be 
obliged to have recourse to the wicked: it is easier to face 
death than to ask them for what you need.” He further says, 
“Tn this world generous men take the lead; in the world to 
come, the God-fearing.” Thou hast learnt what the experience 
of Prince David was when necessity compelled him to resort 
to Nabal the Carmelite, and what the outcome of that affair 
was. The following advice is offered to scholars, “Do not 
make the mistake of seeking your needs at the gates of the 
rich, for they do not betake themselves to your gates. They 
speak ignorantly of what we have, but we speak with full 


*T. e. The wealth is lost either through some mishap or goes to the 
heir. 
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knowledge of what they have.”? A hero once remarked, “I 
would rather die amongst slaves and scissor-grinders than to 
receive favors from a dishonorable fellow.” It is thus incum- 
bent upon thee, my brother, to do all that thou canst for thy- 
self. 

As for the charitable man, God grants him his requests. 
For it is written, “Is it not to deal thy bread to the hungry?” 
and after that, “ Then shalt thou call and the Lord shall answer ; 
thou shalt cry, and He shall say, Here am I.’% There is 
special reference to the relative, for it is written, “ From thy 
own flesh, do not hide thyself.”* We find further that ‘“ the 
cruel man troubleth his relatives.” > The excellence of charity 
has been emphasized by the sages in a number of instances: 
“The charitable man can stand in the presence of the Sekhinah, 
for it is written, ‘Though charity shall I see Thy face. Thus 
the patriarchs earned this world and the world to come through 
the merit of charity and good works. In the case of Abraham, 
our father, it is written, ‘For I know that he will command his 
sons and his house after him to observe the way of the Lord 
to do charity and justice.’ In the case of Isaac it is written, 
“And Isaac sowed in that land.” Now the term “sowing” is 
applied only to charity, for it is written, “ Sow unto yourselves 
charity.” In the case of Jacob it is written, “I am unworthy 
(katonti) of all the kindnesses,” etc. “ Katonti” has reference 
only to meat (little), and meat applies only to charity, for it is 
written, “ Better is a little with charity,” etc. In the case of 
Moses our master, what is written? ‘“ He did the charity of the 
Lord and His judgments with Israel.” What is written in the 
case of David? “Through charity shall I see Thy face!”®> When 
a man opens his hand and gives charity the Holy One opens un- 
to him the treasures of Tis goodness, for it is written, “ God 
will open unto thee His goodly treasures, the heavens.”’7 Man 


*Compare Mibhar Hapeninim, p. 5: “A sage was asked, Who are the 
superior, the learned or the rich?’ He answered, ‘The learned.’ ‘If that 
is so,’ was the further query, ‘why are the learned more frequently at 
the doors of the rich than the rich at the doors of the learned? He 
answered, ‘Because the learned recognize ithe value of wealth; but the 
wealthy do not recognize the value of learning.” 

Is. LVI, 7. *Idem 9. ‘Idem 7. ° Prov. XI, 17. *Compare Yalkut 
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should learn from his body, for every time he braids his hair 
he changes. Whenever the Holy One gives him possessions 
and he turns his eyes away from charity he loses one-sixth of 
his goods: they slip from him and become the possession of 
some one else. 

Similarly, my brother, the excellencies of fasting are mani- 
fest and its benefits many. It manifestly benefits by serving 
to discipline the soul in the doing of good, by slaying the desires 
and by excising the humors, The inner benefits arise from 
making all the members of the body abstain from what God 
gives so generously, That is to say, he should keep his eyes 
from looking upon what God has forbidden unto him in the 
way of people, etc.; that he should withdraw his hand from 
taking what God has forbidden unto him; that he should not 
do violence to the weak, resorting to violence only when abso- 
lutely necessary; and that he should close his ears to what God 
has forbidden him to hear. Thus spoke the prophet, “ He that 
walketh righteously and speaketh uprightly, that despiseth the 
gain of oppression, that shaketh his hands from holding of 
bribes, that stoppeth his ears from hearing of blood, and 
shutteth his eyes from seeing evil—he shall dwell on high.” ? 
If he hears derogatory remarks about himself he overlooks 
them, thus restraining his tongue from excess of speech, 
obscenity and insult. 

Truly the tongue is man’s most potent foe. The learned 
have had much to say about controlling that which controlls 
man. They go to the utmost limit in censuring him who lets 
it go untethered. One of them said, “ Better a slip of the foot 
than a slip of the tongue.” “ Another expressed himself in 
rhymed verse, “ Guard thy tongue—oh man!—let it not sting 
thee! It is a serpent. How many there are in the grave 
slain by the tongue, who would have prefered arrows in its 
place.” The sages—peace be upon them!—have condemned 
the evil tongue, as thou hast learnt. They go so far as to 
compare it with the three cardinal transgressions: idolatry, 
incest and bloodshed. They vindicated their assertion in the 
following manner, “Concerning idolatry it is written, ‘Lo, 
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the erring of this people is great. Concerning incest it is 
written, ‘Lo, how can I do this great evil?? And concerning 
bloodshed it is written, ‘My inquity is too great for me to bear.’ 
But in the case of the evil tongue it is written, ‘The Lord will 
cut off all lips of flattery, yea the tongue that speaketh arro- 
gantly.” What the prophets have to say about it is suffi- 
ciently summed up in their dictum, “ Death and life are in the 
power of the tongue.’* More praiseworthy is it for the 
tongue to abstain from talking than from tasting. 

Likewise man should withhold his feet from going to im- 
proper places and from companionship with the wicked, seeing 
that the prophet has forbidden us to associate with them, walk 
with them or sit with them, as it is written, ‘““O the happiness 
of the man who walketh not in the counsel of the wicked!” ® 
Solomon—peace be unto him!—says, “ My son, go not on the 
way with them—their feet are bent upon wickedness.” * 

Likewise he should guard his private parts and his purity 
against the things which have been forbidden unto him. 
Especially should this be the case with the circumcised member 
which serves as a sign of the covenant which God made with 
our father Abraham, according to the passage, “ My covenant 
shall be in your flesh for an everlasting covenant.’* God 
emphasizes the importance of this covenant by mentioning it 
thirteen times. 

The same holds good with the internal members of the body. 
It is a duty incumbent upon man to restrain them from dis- 
obedience, not to think of wrongdoing or of harming any one 
unnecessarily, even as it is written in regard to the one who 
thinks of doing wrong, “ He thinks upon his couch.” * When 
a man realizes the whole, the greater part or even a small 
portion thereof, and in addition to this abstains from food, 
that is the fast which is truly pleasing to God. Eventually 
all his members render obedience to God, giving thanks unto 
Him, according to the passage, “All my bones shall say, “O 
Lord, who is like unto Thee?” * The Praised One has made 
this grand duty incumbent upon us to benefit us in His noble 
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mansion, for it is written, “ And the Lord commanded us to do 
all these statutes for our good.” 
The fourth chapter is finished, There follows it 


CHAPTER. ov. 


This chapter treats of reliance upon God in regard to life, 
death, our daily necessities and all other matters. 

The chapter dealing with reliance upon God in the matter 
of asking for our daily necessities ; and the like of other matters, 
religious and worldly. 

Know, my brother, that the supplying of daily necessities 
is a wonderful matter? and that God takes care of the daily 
maintenance of His creatures from the small to the great, 
“from the horns of the reém to the eggs of the nest.” It is 
more painful for the servant of God to look for his daily neces- 
sities than to die. A pious man was asked by a certain person, 
“Were I to close my gate would my daily necessities come to 
me?” He answered, “Yes.” “ What is thy proof?” He an- 
swered, “It is just as clear as if thou were to lock thy gate 
and thy destined moment would come to thee.” And the pious 
man added, “ Had the world put their confidence in God for 
daily sustenance, He would have supplied them as He supplies 
the bird; the birds, when they go away to look for pasture are 
famished but return sated.” 

It is said that Moses, while communing with the Most High, 
asked, “O Lord, how dost Thou provide men’s daily susten- 
ance?” He answered, “I cause their daily sustenance to come 
from one another,” “ Make that clear to me,” requested Moses. 
Then God commanded that he alone of the Children of Israel 
should kindle a light. So they removed all fire from their 
midst, leaving only the torch of Moses burning in the morning. 
Then the Children of Israel undertook to light their torches 
from this torch first and some lit from others. Scarcely had 
the night set in when all their dwellings were illuminated, all 
the lamps in their dwellings having been lit. Thercupon the 


*Deut. VI, 24. ?B’reshith Rabbah, parasha 20, sect. 9. 


THE GARDEN OF WISDOM 63 


Praised One said to Moses, “ Thus my creatures get their daily 
support from one another.” 

It is related that Solomon, the son of David, asked the 
Creator what was His secret in supporting His creatures, 
whether one was forgotten. God answered, “‘ Not one is for- 
gotten, O Solomon.” Meanwhile, on that day, stones from 
huge rocks were being split for the Temple with saws made 
of diamond. And lo and behold within a rock they found a 
worm growing in tender herbage from which it derived nourish- 
ment, And God said unto him, “See, O Solomon, have I 
forgotten this, although it is in the belly of the rock?” 

He has made for thee only that which He saw was most fit, 
most proper and most beneficial for thee. Couldst thou see 
what is being done for thee, thy nature would shrink back, thou 
woulds feel annoyed and make thee grieve, thy heart would 
become contracted. 

It is therefore necessary that thou shouldst accept it with 
thanks, for the Creator knoweth better than thou what is for 
thy good. He is surety for thee, caring for thee from thy 
inception as a drop until the completion of thy creation in the 
womb. He brought thither thy sustenance by way of a very 
narrow path when thou couldst not reach it with a created hand. 
Moreover He brought thee forth through a most difficult path 
to a pleasanter condition, and created food for thee in the 
breasts of thy mother. Thus He provides for thee at all times 
—in thy earliest growth, in the very beginning, and even until 
there comes upon thee old age and hoariness, He never ab- 
andons thee. Finally He translates thee to His noble Mansion. 
To that the prophets referred when they said, “ For thou art 
He that took me out of the womb, Thou didst make me hope 
when I was upon my mother’s breasts. I was cast upon Thee 
from the womb; from the womb of my mother hast Thou been 
my God.”? It is further written, “If my father and my mother 
forsake me then the Lord will take me up;”? “Also in old 
age and hoariness He will not forsake thee.” * 

Concerning piety and reliance upon God the sage says, “In 
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reference to those who rely upon God in their youth what does 
he say? ‘Those who trust in the Lord renew their strength.’ 
What does he say those who rely upon God in their old age? 
‘I am He until old age and hoariness.’”” Do not permit thyself 
to believe, my brother, that God after imposing a duty upon 
thee repudiates thee and forsakes thee in thy old age. Were the 
whole world to get together to whiten one of thy black hairs 
before God decreed it,—were they to dye it with all the world’s 
asparagus or other dyes—it would not whiten until the time 
decreed for it by God. Likewise were they all to get together 
to increase thy sustenance by a grain or thy life by an hour 
or a minute, or to bring thee forth from the womb of thy 
mother before the appointed time by a moment, they would 
be utterly impotent to do any of these things, Verily all is 
in the hand of the Creator—praised be He!—as it is written, 
“In whose hand is the soul of all the living and the spirit of 
the flesh of every man.”+ Whosoever relies upon God, God 
gives him a sufficiency; and whosoever asks His help, He 
helps. One of the learned says, “Confidence insures suffici- 
ency.” They also say, “ Three laugh at three: death at hope, 
power at fear, a daily sufficiency at greediness.” Again. 
“Daily bread is of two kinds: the daily bread which seeks 
thee and that which thou seekest. How much better is that 
which seeks thee, for if thou dost not go to it, it cometh to thee. 
Oh how much more pleasant is that which seeks thee!” And 
furthermore, “The world has two days: a day for thee and 
a day against thee. What is to be for thee comes upon thee 
and what is to be against thee thou canst not push off with 
all thy might and main.” 

It is narrated that a pious man passed among people who 
sold portions of meat on trust for a certain length of time. 
They asked him to take a piece and offered to give him the 
same length of time to pay the price as they gave to other 
people. As he was lotk ¢o do it they pressed him telling him 
that they had put off the payment of the price twice as long 
as people usually do. But still he refused. He said unto them, 
“T have taken counsel of my soul and it has offered to give 
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me a respite from eating meat twice as long as the time you 
would postpone payment.” He then proceeded on his journey, 
They say: “If thou wouldst borrow money to spend it upon 
the desires of the soul when thou art hard pressed, ask thy 
soul to borrow from the purse of her patience and wait until 
times are better, If it does it by so doing thou art rich; but 
when it refuses, it will find all kinds of excuses, heaps of ex- 
cuses.” 

There is a story told about a wretched beggar who came 
upon a greedy man eating his meal at dusk, The beggar made 
it plain that he was famishing and entreated him for some- 
thing wherewith to relieve his hunger. The greedy fellow, 
however, refused to give the beggar anything to eat. The latter 
thereupon went his way. Here and there amongst dry herbage 
he found some banana peels which served to satisfy his hunger. 
While he was eating the greedy fellow overtook him and thrust 
upon himaloaf ofbread.The poor man, loth to take the loaf from 
the greedy fellow, remarked, “Had God wished thee good thou 
wouldst surely have given me supper at the time I asked. Now 
I have relieved my weakness with what thou seest.” 

One of the philosophers says, “ Who fears God, God makes 
all things fear him; but whosoever does not fear God, God 
makes him fear all things.” Another says, “ Behold God says 
to the world, ‘Whosoever serves Me, do thou serve; but whoso- 
ever serves thee, make him serve’.” It is narrated of a certain 
king that he passed by a pious man who failed to rise in his 
honor. When the servants of the king berated him, he retorted, 
“T will not rise in the presence of the servant of my handmaid.” 
The king thereupon stopped and asked, “ How canst thou say 
that I am the servant of thy handmaid?” The servant of God 
answered, “ Dost thou not know that I cast aside the world 
which thou servest, and that whosoever abandons a thing has 
power over it? Truly I have forsaken it and its pleasures, 
whereas thou servest it and its pleasures. Hence thou art 
indeed its servant.” The king, recognizing that he was a 
wise man, commanded his retinue to bestow upon him gold 
and silver, The sage, however, rejoined that if the king had 
something that he was unable to buy he would not esteem it 
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lightly. So the king said unto him, “I shall give thee delicious 
viands.” To which the sage responded, “ Wherein is the king’s 
means of satisfying himself superior to those of his subjects? 
He relieves nothing but his hunger.” Then the king added, 
“J will adorn thee with the most beautiful garments.” To 
this sage also rejoined, “ Would that thou couldst adorn the 
wise with wisdom, good works, abstinence from wordly things, 
and the fear of God in private and in public.” At this remark 
the king wept and rode away. 
__. The prophets of blessed memory say, “ Thus saith the Lord 
God, ‘Behold My servant eateth but ye hunger.’”! The sages 
of blessed memory say, “ Whosoever freeth himself from the 
yoke of the Torah must bear the yoke of the government and 
the yoke of worldly care.” * Grace is vouchsafed unto the 
man who serves God becomingly, who sincerely aspires to 
perfect repentance and hopes for what is in the Hand of God; 
for it is written, ‘““O the happiness of all who hope in Him.” ® 
Know my brother,—may God help us both to His favor !— 
that daily sustenance is of two kinds: that of this world and 
that of the world to come. By the sustenance of this world: 
is meant a sufficiency of food for the satisfying of man’s 
hunger and raiment to cover his nakedness and that of his child. 
These are prime necessities. God has appointed the food 
for all flesh from the great unto the small, as it is written, 
“He giveth food to the cattle;”* “He giveth food to all 
flesh;”® “Thou openest Thy Hand and satisfiest all living 
with favor.”® And He—blessed be His Name!—provideth 
food for the world, “from the horns of the reém to the eggs 
of the nests.” The future world is for those considered worthy 
of it by reason of their exalted knowledge and pious works 
coupled with God’s favor, mercy, leniency and beneficence, In 
return for all this grace God desires the service of the pious. 
The learned differ widely in explaining God’s dispensations 
in this world: its ample sustenance, the pleasant things of its 
possessors, the prosperity of infidels and transgressors among 
the sons of man, and the feebleness of the pious and of the 
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learned with their misery, trials, tribulations, pain, illnesses, 
and their many mishaps in this world. Some there are who 
say that God favors the infidel in this world to recompense him 
for whatever good he may have done, and gives him so much 
pleasure in this world that he has no portion in the world to 
come, The pious man suffers in this world for whatever wrong 
he has perpetrated, and then God translates him to the Dwelling 
of Life. Having already been sorely tried in this world he is 
not liable to the full measure of punishment in the Future 
World. This aspect of the prosperity of the wicked is mirrored 
in the Scriptural passage, “Those that hate Him He repayeth 
to their face, to destroy them.”? The affliction of the righteous 
shows that God compassionates them even as a man compas- 
sionates his child when he rears him well despite the child’s 
reluctance, for it is written, “ And thou shalt know in thy heart 
that just as a man chasteneth his son so the Lord thy God 
chasteneth thee.”? They should not suffer themselves to be 
depressed because of God’s discipline: “My son, despise not 
the reproof of the Lord; and abhor not His rebuke: for whom- 
soever the Lord loveth He chasteneth even as a father that 
delights in his son;”% “TI visited their transgression with 
the rod, and their iniquity with plagues.” * 

Some of the learned say that God prospers the worthless 
in this world to test the heart of the pious man. Will he cling 
to his piety in the consciousness that what God has treasured 
up for him is more permanent, more exalted and more enduring 
than all such prosperity? Will he refrain from envying the 
wicked when he sees them in possession of wealth and power, 
and his own condition just the reverse of that? When he 
abides in his piety, having full confidence in his Master, and 
thereby increasing his faith through contentment with his lot, 
he becomes worthy of copious reward and great happiness. 
If he indulges in the pleasures of this world after the manner of 
the wicked and is ignorant of wisdom, God bestows upon him 
the measure of his reward, but he falls beneath the grade of 
the pious. 
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Again, there are those who say that the wicked man’s pros- 
perity in this world is one of God’s tests to ascertain whether 
he will repent, act righteously, and through this prosperity 
he will execute the obligations towards God and towards the 
weak, Often, however, he does not act accordingly but makes 
the prosperity vouchsafed unto him by God the occasion of 
rebellion, relying upon this prosperity as an instrument of 
rebellion, and grows more and more wicked and perverse. His 
punishment is very severe. For such actions God upbraids 
the wicked, as it is written, “Thou didst multiply silver unto 
them and they made their gold into Baal;”* “I satisfied them 
and they committed adultery.”* For these offenses He pun- 
ished them most severely. 

Some there are who say that God vouchsafes prosperity to 
the worthless often for the purpose of bestowing it upon the 
pious child whom God brings forth from him. When he ac- 
cumulates wealth He intends it for his pious child. They find 
the proof of this in the passage, “ The wicked prepares but the 
righteous dons it.”* In case he has no child his possessions 
very often go to someone else worthy of them or to the weak, 
as it is said, “ He will gather it for him that pitieth the poor.” * 
Wealth may be granted him in order to intensify the misfortune 
‘wherewith God wreaks vengeance upon him in this world, for 
it is written, Richesare preserved unto their owner to his hurt.” ° 

Some of the learned hold that the happiness of this world’s 
people has its foundation wholly in astrological conditions de- 
pending upon the spheres, the stars and the heavens in gen- 
eral. These celestial agencies decree that the one born into 
this world in the horoscope of the happy, shall be happy; the 
one born in the horoscope of sobbing, shall sob; and so on 
for the other natal decrees of the stars. But since the activity 
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of the stars is limited to what their Creator has intrusted to 
them, and they do not rebel against Him nor overstep His in- 
junctions and prohibitions, it follows that this activity originates 
i0t with themselves but with God. For He sends them forth 
in His wisdom, directs them according to His will, and instructed 
them at the time of their creation. Every work issues 
from them but originated with Him and unto Him is its re- 
turn.”? They are the mediators between Him and His crea- 
tion, just as trusted ministersare between the king and his 
subjects. Whatever reward or punishment is meted out to any 
of the king’s subjects emanates from the king not from the 
ministers, The king is too exalted to attend to many matters 
directly: to execute murderers, cut off the hands? and feet 
of robbers, lash those that come under the penal laws, and 
perform such other acts as may be necessary in the punishment 
of malefactors. The same can be said in regard to the dis- 
pensing of provisions and stipends among the kindred of the 
king, his troops and his people. The king himself is too exalted 
to manage such matters himself but puts them into the hands 
of his viziers, dignitaries, servants, and other deputies, each 
one doing that for which he is best adapted. In this wise, God 
intended that all His acts should be through the acts of the 
celestial bodies. Since human kings, whose dominions are 
earthly, limited and without permanence, and were they to 
take it into their own hands to reward or punish anyone, it 
would not* harm them in the least and, still they keepthemselves 
aloof and are too proud to directly mingle with the world, the 
more reason, that the King of Kings, the most exalted, unto 
whom the highest comparison would be fitting were he not too 
exalted and too lofty to have anything compared to Him or 
to His Essence which is too sacred, should be too exalted and 
too glorious to look after the daily sustenance of any individual 
creature or attend to any such matters. His wisdom makes 
it necessary to put this into the hands of deputies whom he has 
singled out and made the inhabitants of the heavenly* vaults 


*Kuranic. 7Sura V, 42. *There can be no doubt that the particule x 
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to declare His praise unto all eternity, to serve him properly, 
and, without deceiving or disobeying their Creator, to dispense 
such gifts, daily sustenance, riches and felicity as He has 
bestowed upon them for His creatures. Thanksgiving and 
service are due Him, not them, since He is the Creator and 
Sustainer of all things and bestows on them happiness and 
innumerable blessings. 

Since that is clear the prosperity of the infidel in this world 
and the misery of the believer are mysteries strange and subtle, 
unfathomed by any but God and those upon whom He bestowed 
the science thereof, viz., His prophets, saints, and pious men, 
and the God-fearing philosophers who inherited their knowl- 
edge from them. Truly all the aspects of the subject treated 
by the learned are admirable. Were it not for fear of divulging 
a secret which has been confided to us on this subject by one 
who is more learned than we are, we would reveal of it 
more. Ask it, my brother, of those versed therein that thou 
mayest understand it—please God! Likewise in the matter 
of predestination and Divine Providence we find man constrain- 
ed in regard to his creation, his sustenance and the duration 
of his life in this mundane dwelling. The pen has become 
dry on that subject. 

As for obeying and disobeying the Creator and the free 
choice? of God’s guidance, we point out that when a man 
chooses to do good God aids him, granting him a means of 
attaining his object and helping him to it, as it is written, “ See 
I have placed before thee this day, life and good,” * and it 
is further written, “ Thou shalt choose life.”* For God re- 
coils at the thought that when a man knocks at the gate it 
must be locked in his face and mercy withheld. Similarly, when 
a man chooses to do what is wrong and sinful—preferring to 
disobey rather than to obey God—God grants him a delay 
and leaves him; for He is too exalted, too lofty and too noble 
to repudiate anyone before His gate so that he flee from it. 


2 Propaedeutik, p. 74. 
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But since the man has chosen disobedience in preference to 
obedience, God deals with him rigorously and compels him to 
submit. For man is constrained with respect to his creation, 
his daily sustenance and the length of his life in this mundane 
dwelling. Nothing is bestowed upon him except what God 
has predestined for him. The pen has become dry on that 
subject, according to the Scriptural verse, “ What was shall be, 
and what has been made shall be made, and there is nothing 
new under the sun.” ? 

Thus all the predictions of the astrologers and their warn- 
ings against certain things are due to predestination by God 
that they exist—and the astrologers are not able to advance 
their advent before their time by a moment or delay it for a 
moment. All that is in accordance with what the Creator has 
arranged for His transient creatures through righteousness 
from which He does not swerve, as it is written, “The Rock, 
His work is perfect, for all His ways are just.”? And further- 
more, “For God is the judge: this one He casts down and that 
one He elevates.”* “He puts to death and bringeth to life, 
He maketh wealthy and reduceth to poverty,” whom He wishes 
and how He wishes, as it is written, “I put to death and bring 
to life, I wound and I heal;”* “ The Lord putteth to death 
and restoreth to life;”5 “The Lord maketh poor and maketh 
rich;”* “He raiseth up the poor from the dust.”7 A man 
becomes ill and is at the point of death—those around about 
him despair of his recovery—when lo God decrees him life 
among the living: the visitors die first. Similarly, the game 
is chased and gets caught in the trap, but God decrees its 
escape: the hunter dies first. An Arabian poet says, “ Oft 
the man that’s ill will live though hope hath vanished: some- 
one that visits him is stricken and dieth first. The grouse is 
caught and escapes sound though just about to perish: the 
first to die is the hunter.” Often man comes within a thread’s 
breadth of the reservoirs of death but escapes through the 
decree of God: “He brought me up out of a horrible pit, out 
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of the miry clay, and placed my foot upon the rock.”* There 
are many such passages. An Arabian poet says, “ How oft 
the vast fields are too narrow for its inmates? And sometimes 
it is possible to find an exit from amid lances.” At times 
a man acquires something only to have it become the property 
of another, as it is written, “He prepares but the righteous 
dons it.”? It not unfrequently happens that the hunter catches 
game and some one else seizes it just as the Arabian poet holds, 
“©O the favor of God! He gives sustenance through His 
power: this one catches the fish and that one eats them.” Like- 
wise God in creating, made this one blind and that one weak, this 
one sound and that one unsound. And as regards length of life, 
this one lives long and that one but for a brief space, The 
latter is cut off while living in ease and plenty in the best, most 
joyous time of life. He is in that choicest period—youth, when 
death snatches him away. 

All things, O brother, occur through the righteousness 
of God. It 1s the supposition of the astrologers that this is the 
work of the stars and of the spheres, whereas, my brother, they 
are controlled and constrained by the command of their Creator, 
‘They do not set themselves in opposition to His commands and 
nerform only that which He has intrusted to them, Truly 
their works emanate from the Praised One, not from them- 
selves. The poet says concerning them: “If thou didst indeed 
hold that the stars injure and benefit what is beneath them, 
‘be not surprised if some one remarks, ‘Behold thou hast made 
them associates of God.’” Everything that thou seest in this 
world, my brother, be it life or death, poverty or riches, health 
or sickness, is what God has decreed as the inevitable portion 
of His creatures. This all occurs in justice, for in Him there is 
no injustice. Truly these matters are subtle secrets and sublime 
realities open only to God and to those upon whom He has 
bestowed the science thereof: the prophets, His saints and the 
heirs to their knowledge. May God in His mercy assist us 
both to good works and the attainment of the most exalted 
degree in both Dwellings! May the Praised One prepare for 
His servant an easy path to the other world—the noblest Man- 
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sion, the highest degree,—offering perpetual sustenance and 
everlasting gifts never requested back and in no wise disappear- 
ing. There thou art not translated from one condition to an- 
other as in this world, wherein God has pre-ordained the daily 
sustenance and the duration of life for His creatures, Were 
these creatures eternal, verily their daily sustenance and the 
bounties He bestows would likewise last eternally, The Praised 
One is indeed the Creator of all and their Sustainer: He puts 
them to death and calls them to life again. I have confidence 
in Him and intrust my affairs to Him—the forgiving and mer- 
ciful One. 

And likewise, my brother, we must carefully consider all 
His created things and ponder over their subtleness and their 
exaltedness, their minuteness and their magnitude. Behold 
His wisdom is clear to those who consider it; it is neither 
hidden nor veiled from them. 

This wisdom is shown in the minerals, He called into 
existence different kinds of substances: ranging from colored 
rubies to gold, silver, iron, copper and tin; from quicksilver 
to lead; and from bitumen to pitch, salt, hard wood and what 
is similar to these,—whose nature and whose number are com- 
prehended by God alone, 

Similarly, His wisdom is shown in plants with their different 
species, forms, leaves, flowers, fruits, colors, odors and their 
different purposes—useful and the contrary, for poison and for 
treacle—from the great cedar to the smaii dry grass which 
cleaves to the surface of the earth: whose nature, whose num- 
ber and the multitude of whose species are comprehended by 
God alone. 

Likewise, the wisdom of God rs shown in the animals with 
the different combinations of their members, their structures, 
their families, their nature, their aliments and their uses; their 
species—terrestial, aquatic, aerial and ignitic—according to their 
different forms, appearances, genera and species which cannot 
be counted or comprehended save by their Creator and Origin- 
ator, sanctified be His Names! 

Similarly, His eminent wisdom is conspicuous in the sons 
of man with their varying forms, constitution, nature, composi- 
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tion, colors and appearance in the eastern and western parts of 
the earth, whose whole number and multitude cannot be esti- 
mated or comprehended save by the Creator of created things, 
their Former and Originator, Governor, Nourisher and Sup- 
porter—God, the Most High, the Omnipotent. 

And similarly, my brother, consider the glory of man’s power 
and how God has bestowed upon him intellect, wisdom, under- 
standing, knowledge, magnificent conceptions and other ex- 
cellencies through which God has differentiated him from other 
animals and made him the one who commands, forbids, rewards, 
and punishes, and subdues the desires which overcome the brute. 
All this is not the case with the brutes. 

He is adorned with temperance and shines with chastity, 
ponders over the religious sciences concerning the proper ser- 
vice due His Creator, His true unity and His complete trans- 
cendence above all earthly affections, deports himself according 
to God’s positive and negative commandments, observes the 
laws and thereby becomes worthy of great reward and per- 
manent happiness,—which is not the case with the brutes. 

God has moreover given him knowledge of other sciences: 
the horoscopes of the stars, their omens, decrees, and portents 
of things before they occur. Hence He measured the form of 
the sphere and its spaces most minutely, and found it possible 
to make a handy reproduction of the constellations with their 
locations and of the stars according to their kinds—the planets 
and the fixed stars—divided off according to their courses. By 
means of it he knows the truth about obscure matters, happi- 
ness, the seasons and the horoscopes of the stars,—as though 
the knowledge of it were in man’s soul at the time of his birth, 
—decrees, events before their occurrence, eclipses, the ending 
of kingdoms, the succession of dynasties, the impendence of 
wars and seditions, famine and plenty, and the various other 
decrees of the stars according to the passing of time and seasons, 
which is not the case with the brutes. 

Likewise, God has imparted to him other sciences, e. g., 
the science of medicine involving the method of preparing dif- 
ferent kinds of remedies from various drugs composed of 
mineral, vegetable and animal matter, for the purpose of healing 
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the body and putting an end to sickness, and that animal and 
man might therewith expell from the bodies of men and 
animals the excess of food; besides what he employs in the 
amputation of limbs, the healing of wounds, the mixing of 
different salves, the removal of cataracts from the eyes, the 
coloring of the eyelids and eyebrows with collyrium, and other 
procedures of the physicians and the surgeons,—which is not 
the case with the brutes. 

And likewise God imparted to him various arts: the science 
of geometry to build houses out of hewn rocks and beaten tiles ; 
the painting of all kinds of pictures in the temples with oils 
and pigments; the gilding and depicting of forms and figures; 
the laying out of gardens with every variety of plants; the 
conjuncfion of two species that there might arise from them 
something different from either of them whether it be plant or 
animal; the method of conducting water in aqueducts; the 
devising of wonderful waterwheels for irrigation;* the dif- 
ferent kinds of machines; water mills; hot baths and the like. 
Besides he has been granted the knowledge how to build strong 
ships with cunning tools in the firmest manner, With these 
ships he cleaves the crest of the sea and carries out his purpose 
with the aid of his Creator who guides him with the shining 
stars. His journey depends upon favorable winds and the 
calmness of the sea. He carries wares to every land without 
paying tribute to the sea. Likewise he carries wares from 
these lands to other lands. He plunges into the sea to extract 
therefrom the precious pearl,? the red coral, etc. He manu- 
factures the net and snare to catch fish small and great, to 
derive benefit thereby and to be fed therefrom in divers manners 
and ways. And likewise there is the great benefit he derives 
from mining quicksilver, gold, silver, copper, iron, lead, rubies 
and all the different kinds of precious stones, and the smelting 
of glass from sand and tinting it with different colors and 
figures. He sets gins to catch ferocious beasts, venison and 


1 Anthropologie, pp. 12 and. Arabic text, pp. 194—108. For a descrip- 
tion of the dawalib or irrigation water-wheels, consult Lane’s Dictionary 
under the word, Lane’s Manners and Customs IT, 26. and Wiistenfeld’s 
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fowl of the air. He crushes the fruit of trees to extract the 
essential oils and the like. Consider also what knowledge God 
has given him that he might evolve writing, the reading of 
books and the composition of verses, polite literature and com- 
mentaries, the cultivation of letter writing and eloquence, and 
the study of history according to years, geneologies, dynasties 
and the conjunctions of the planets.1_ The brutes are far from 
the possession of all these noble qualities, not to mention the 
other excellencies which we have passed over but with which 
God has favored him above all other creatures, Furthermore, 
God endowed him with the inclination to fall in love that He 
might thereby multiply him and cause him to derive benefit in 
this world and in the world to come. 

Similarly, consider the four elements—earth, water, air and 
fire—and that God in His resplendent wisdom sowed in them 
heat and cold, moisture and dryness, the parts being affected 
by their contiguity to one another, until there results what 
God in His resplendent and Divine wisdom ordained, which 
the creatures are too feeble to describe or to comprehent. 

The same conclusion is reached when thou reflectest, my 
brother, upon the grandeur of the plan of the heavens and their 
constitution: how there are wandering and stationary stars; 
those which devastate and those which build, those which are 
auspicious and those which are ill-omened; the two polar stars 
—the south and the north—and also the two knots which are 
the head and tail of the dragon, and the wisdom and power of 
the Creator which they indicate? The Praised One has 


*Berachya has similar passages in his Hahibbur XXII. 

? Anthropologie, p. 49; Propaedeutik, pp. 50 and 69. The two opposite 
points at which the sun crosses the constellations in the course of its 
advance and return are called the head and the tail of the dragon. These 
points are neither stars nor bodies but “two concealed things.” The fact 
that the two knots (the head and the tail of the dragon) lie in the midst 
of the constellations was regarded as a special evidence of wisdom. It 
was taken to indicate that some of the things of this world are revealed 
to the senses, while the rest are concealed, occult and beyond the reach 
of the senses. Manifest and clear are the substance and accidents of 
bodies. Concealed and occult are the substance and the states of souls. 
Manifest are the things of this world. Hidden and almost wholly veiled 
from the understanding are the things of the other world. God so ordered 
things that the manifest should open the way to the concealed and occult. 
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commanded us to lift up our eyes unto them and contemplate 
them, and consider His creation and its wonderful stability, 
that His grandeur might increase in our hearts and His majesty 
in our souls, as Holy Writ saith, “Lift up on high your eyes 
and ‘ste; "7 =" Wile up to the’ heavens: your ‘eyes;"’ > The 
heavens declare the glory of God... Day unto day uttereth 
speech;”* “For the sun he sets a tent among them, And 
he is like a bridegroom going forth from His chamber,’ etc. 
We shall treat this subject in part as a reminder of the grandeur 
of the All-wise Creator’s work. 

Know my brother,—may God strengthen both of us with 
His spirit!—that fundamental to all the spheres and to their 
structure are the seven stars and the twelve signs of the zodiac. 
The seven planets are: Saturn, Jupiter, Mars, the Sun, Venus, 
Mercury and Moon, The twelve signs of the zodiac are: Aries, 
Taurus, Gemini, Cancer, Virgo, Libra, Scorpio, Capricorn, 
Aquarius, and Pisces.2 They are the armies of God, the 
inhabitants of His heavens, His angels ever near Him, the 
mediators between Himself and His creatures, His vicegerents 
over all His creation, bestowing blessings, benefits and happi- 
ness upon those creatures for whom God has designated these 
things.® Similarly they mete out pain, adversity, misery and 
punishment to the one for whom God has designated these 
things according to his deserts. To this the prophets refer 
when they say, “ Which the Lord thy God hath divided into all 
the nations under the whole heavens.”* In reference to the 
descent of spiritual blessings and influences from the heavens 
they say, “ The Lord will open for thee His goodly treasure; ” § 
“And it shall come to pass on that day, saith the Lord, that 
I shall answer the heavens and they shall answer the earth.” ® 
There are many such passages. They are figurative expressions 
for the descent of blessings from the heavens upon mundane 
creatures. Likewise, afflictions descend from the heavens upon 
those deserving thereof. Thus the celestial bodies battled 
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against Siserah,—the reference in the Scriptural passage being 
to the angels of the stars: “ From the heavens the stars fought, 
from their orbits they fought against Siserah.”* And likewise, 
the following are some of the passages referring to the service 
and the everlasting praise which they render their Creator: 
“Praise ye the Lord from the heavens;”? “ Unto Thee the 
hosts of heaven bow down; ’” * “ Bless the Lord all His hosts.” * 

Thus it is clear that all creation—fruits, plants and animals 
dumb and rational—utters His praises, as it is written, “ All 
Thy works praise Thee.”® Similarly we read in Mizmor, “Praise 
ye the Lord from the heavens,”® this being the theme from 
the beginning until the end. If this then is the case with the 
world of nature—the world of genesis and decay—the more 
reason that these spheres and the stars which are the upper 
world—a world invisible, light of weight and corporeal, a world 
loftier and nobler than this world—the inhabitants of His heav- 
ens should praise Him continually, not ceasing from His service 
for the twinkling of an eye or for even less than that; that they 
do not disobey His order, move only at His command, and pass 
not beyond the limits prescribed by Him. They fear Him, His 
seed is immanent in them, and their nature perforce depends 
upon Him. Just as the Exalted and Mighty has in this world 
of nature khalifs, prophets, administrators, saints and religious 
men, so it is in the world of the spheres, since it is in closer con- 
nection with the world of emanation and was formed before this 
world. It is clear that they are God’s armies, the inhabitants 
of His celestial vaults, the vicegerents of His world and the 
appointed guardians of His pious ones. He ordered them to 
shine all the time by night and by day, and empowered them 
to convey blessings to the world beneath. To that the Script- 
ures refer in the passage, “ And God said, ‘Let the luminaries 
be in the firmanent of the heavens’; and He said, ‘They shall 
be for signs, for seasons, for days and for years.” “And 
it is further stated, “The greater light to rule by day and the 
lesser by night, with the stars.”* They explain that, “to rule 
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by day” is absolute decree, Concerning their ripening grain 
and fruits it is said, “And from the choicest fruits of the sun 
and from the choicest sprouts of the months.” + 

God also bestowed upon them a power through which all 
things in this world grow, especially is this the case with the 
sun and its heat; for the sun is the source of all the life in 
the world, whether it be mineral, plant or animal. From it 
comes the fire which is stored up in stone, tree, earth and water. 
The fruits ripen and the trees blossom, the rain pours down and 
the streams glide on by the decree of the Omnipotent One who 
sowed this fire in the sun and bestowed the same upon it. He 
set the sun in the midst of the heavens to be as the heart which 
endows the body with motion and life. Thus it sheds upon 
the stars above and upon all beneath that resplendent light 
bestowed upon it by its Creator and Originator—may He be 
exalted! In this way everything on earth received something 
from its overflow, each species according to its power be it min- 
eral, plant or animal. These are some of the manifestations pat- 
ent to the senses. As to those conceived by the faculty of reflec- 
tion, they are too numerous to be mentioned in this book. Truly 
the sun does not transgress the boundaries set for it by the Cre- 
ator and cannot bestow a gift upon anyone for whom He has not 
intended it, since the sun is but one of His servants, one of 
His vicegerents in this world. The prophets in their graphic des- 
criptions used the sun figuratively to depict reward and punish- 
ment, whose science is veiled to the world. The doctrine of 
reward is briefly set forth by them in the words, “ But unto you 
that fear My name shall the sun of righteousness arise with heal- 
ing in its wings;’”? “The wise shall shine as the brightness of 
the firmanent and they that turn many to righteousness as the 
stars forever and ever.”* They also referred to punishment 
under the figures of burning rays, the simoon and the plague, 
as it is written, “ For behold the day cometh burning like an 
oven when the presumptous and every worker of evil shall 
be as stubble and flame. And the day that cometh shall burn 
them up, saith the Lord of Hosts, leaving them neither root 
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nor branch;”! “ They shall be burnt with hunger and devoured 
with burning heat.” ? 

Similarly the other stars have spiritual, subtle creatures 
who journey in this world with the consent of their Creator 
and Governor. What he assigned to each and every creature 
they bestow at times prescribed, and at the fixed time of birth, 
which He alone,—magnified be His praise!—determines, In 
fact, all of them collectively cannot act contrary to His com- 
mand or prohibition and can do nothing else than that which He 
has decreed and has empowered them, Thus the moon cannot 
control the heat of the sun, its nature and its function, Similarly, 
the sun has no control over the cold of the moon, its nature 
and its function. The same holds good for all the other stars. 
The Creator has moreover ordained for each and every one a 
distinct orbit to be traversed in a designated period as long 
as the world lasts. Thus God determined the orbit of the 
moon, the planet nearest to the earth, by causing the moon’s 
sphere to complete its revolution in a month, Saturn, the 
remotest planet, completes its orbit in thirty years. The sun, 
which is becween the two, finishes its orbit in a year, The 
movements of the other stars are likewise determined in accord 
with God’s decree and will. 

No one is associated with Him in His world and no one 
questions His acts, as it is written, “ Who shall say unto Him, 
‘What doest Thou?’”* The world indeed bears testimony 
to His wisdom, to the obedience rendered to His decrees, and 
to the fact that we receive manifold blessings. By observing 
the motions of the heavenly bodies we have become aware of 
months, years and conjunctions to the extent reached by our 
science and attained with our understanding. Of course the 
things which are hidden from us are much more than those 
we know. Praised be the One whose creation is this creation, 
whose might is this might! All are too feeble to attain a 
thorough knowledge of Him, just as one of the learned says, 
“When the imagination is concerned with the climbing up the 
ladder of His greatness, the way of the righteous is to aknow- 
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ledge his weakness concerning what is under him and behind 
him, All are bent upon His praise and from the refulgence 
of His light they receive light.” 

It thus came about, my brother, that the ancient nations 
were misled by the acts of the stars and the influence they 
exert, and as a consequence worshiped them and offered them 
incense, They were unaware that the stars did not voluntarily 
grant them happiness and that they bestowed only what God 
destined for His creatures at their hands. In many Scriptural 
passages God has forbidden us to worship the stars. We need 
not enter further into the explanation of this subject, as it is 
well understood. Our fathers of old transgressed by making 
the image of Saturn, worshiping it and carrying its effigy in 
procession, after having learned that he was appointed to regu- 
late their affairs; for every nation has a director whom the 
Creator has appointed to regulate its affairs,t as he is called 
figuratively by the prophets: “ The prince of the kingdom of 
Greece, the prince of the kingdom of Persia;”?? “The great 
prince who presideth over the children of Thy people.” * They 
- spoke figuratively of the angels who are the spirits of the 
planets and who move them through their journey in accord 
with the command of their Creator, We know that the people 
used to carry that effigy about them since the prophet 
upbraids them with the words, “And ye bear the Kaiwan” * 
of your idols and the star of your gods. The name of Saturn 
in Greek is Kaiwan.® How very wonderful, my brother, is 
the course which God makes it take, from the west to the east, 
whereas the sphere of the constellations would force it from 
the east to the west. That is clear when the sun or the moon 
is at the end of the sign Aries and towards Taurus. And Aries 


In Bereshith Rabbah (parashah 78, sect. 3) we are told that the being 
that wrested with Jacob was the tutelar angel of Esaw. According to 
Sh’moth Rabbah (parashah 32, sect. 7) if a man performs one good deed 
God gives him one angel to guard him; if two, two angels; and if 
many, a half a camp of angels. 

* Dani 20) otidem: XU, 1: 

*The Massoretic reading is Kiyun, but Nathanel like Ibn Ezra, prefers 
the reading Kaivan which in Syriac and Assyrian means “Saturn? 

5The Greek name for Saturn is not Kaivan but Chronos. 
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sets—a journey perceptible to the eye and the senses—from 
the setting sign to the sign which has not yet gone down, It 
is clear that its course is from west to east, whereas the course 
of the stars is the opposite, from east to west. They compare 
it to a watermill which turns to the right while the cable above 
it turns to the left, each of these preserving its own course. 
Praised be the One who directs it and causes it to journey. 
He creates a thing and its opposite as a proof of His own unity 
and that there is not associated with Him a being like unto 
Him or of an opposite nature. It is thus clear that they do not 
spontaneously favor anyone and do not ward off harm except 
with the permission and through the decree of their Creator. 
They render obedience unto Him, submit to His commands, 
sanctify Him, and praise Him. All of them stand ready to 
obey His beck and call, worshiping Him and reverently bowing 
down before Him. 

The learned point to many of the sevens and the twelves 
in this world, corresponding to the celestial bodies. 

Man, who is a microcosm, has seven senses and twelve aper- 
tures, as we have explained in the second chapter of this book; 

In time, there are seven days, twelve hours in the night 
and twelve months to the year;: 

The whole number of prayers in the Tefillah* is eighteen, 
not including the first prayer which is the principal one; 

The Torah commences with seven words and ends with 
twelve: “Bereshith bara Elohim eth hashamayim we-eth ha- 
arez;” 2 “Ulekol hayyad hahhazakah ulekol hammorah hag- 
gadol asher asah Mosheh le’ene kol Visraei 

When taking out the Torah and returning it to the ark 
we read seven and twelve sections: the first set begins ‘“Wayehi 
binso’a ha’aron,” and the second “ Ubenuhah yomar, shubah ;”* 


? B’rachoth. 

2Gen. I, 1:“In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.” 

® Deut. XXXIV, 12: “And in all that mighty hand, and in all the great 
terror which Moses showed in the sight of all Israel.” 

“Numbers X, 35 and 36: “And it came to pass when the ark set for- 
ward that Moses said, ‘Rise up, O Lord. and Thine enemies shall be 
scattered, and they that hate Thee shall flee before Thee.’ And when it 
rested, he said, ‘Return, O Lord, unto the ten thousands of the thousands 
of Israel.’” 
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The first two verses of the poem of the illustrious and prin- 
cely Moses al-Kalim consist of seven and twelve words respect- 
ively: “ Haazinu hashshamayyim waadabberah wethishma ha- 
arez imre fi;” “Ya’arof kammatar likhi, tizzal kattal imrathi, kise- 
irim ’aley deshe wekirebibim ale eseb;” * 

The sentence beginning “ wezoth haberaka” has twelve 
words and that beginning ‘Torah ziwwah” has seven; * 

The precious stones as arranged upon the breast of the 
High Priest were twelve in number and of twelve colors, the 
names of the twelve tribes being engraved upon them, The 
garments which he put on—which God commanded him to 
make according to the passage, “ And these are the garments 
which they shall make ’’—consisted of “ hoshen we’efod ume’il 
wekutoneth tashbez miznefeth we’abnet ; ” ® 

The number of days of the appointed seasons are nineteen: 
Sabbath, Rosh Hashana, Yom Kippur, the eight days of the 
Tabernacles, the seven days of Passover, and the Day of the 
First Fruits; a 

Abraham, Isaac and Jacob occur in the Torah to that 
number in well known passages; 

Prayer has nineteen designations: tephila, tehinna, rinah, 
arishah, gishah, derishah, bakkashah, rechishah, pegiah, keriah, 
sihah, ’amidah, zeakah, amirah, keriah, hishtawaya, shuah, 
widduy, perisha—that is their number; * 

When Holy Writ says, “He placed the boundaries of the 
nations according to the number of the children of Israel” ® 
it means the twelve tribes, the four-ancestresses and the three 
patriarchs ; 


2Deut. XXXII, t and 2: “Give ear, O ye heavens, and I will speak; 
and hear, O earth, the words of my mouth. My doctrine shall drop as 
rain, my speech shall distil as dew, as the small rain upon the tender 
herb, and as the showers upon the grass.” 

Deut. XXXIII, 1 and 4: “This is the blessing wherewith Moses, 
the man of God, blessed the Children of Israel before his death.”..... 
“The Law which Moses commanded us is the heritage of the congrega- 
tion of Israel.” 

°Exodus XXVIII, 4: “A breast-plate an ephod, a tunic, a broidered 
coat, a mitre and a girdle.” 

*In Siphri (Vaethhannan, sect. 26) prayer is said to have ten desig- 
nations. 

* Deut. XXXII, 8. 
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It is further noted in connection with the name of Eve 
(HaWaH) who was the mother of all living and from whom all 
flesh has issued, that its numerical value is nineteen.2 

Thus God ordered all things according to their number, 
and made it incumbent upon them to serve Him who is above 
them, since He is the Praised One, the King over all, mighty 
over all, the Creator of all, the Sustainer of all, the Governor 
of all. All testify to this, and therefore one of the pious 
while communing exclaimed, “ All is Thine, and all is from 
Thee, all is in Thy power and all is Thy possession, all is the 
work of Thy hand, and all are Thy witnesses.” There is no 
God save Him. 

I serve Him, give thanks unto Him, have confidence in Him 
and commit unto Him my affairs, for He is beneficent and mer- 
ciful. 

We shall state what we can of the excellence of death that 
it may be retained in our memory since it is the gate of the 
Dwelling of Reward.? 

Know, O brother—may God help both of us through His 
Spirit !—that death is the soul’s separation from the body, its 
cessation from the employment of the members of the body 
and of the senses.® 

Know, my brother, that death is of two kinds. There is the 
natural death of the body, that which is decreed upon all mor- 
tals: the pious and the wicked, the plebeian and the patrician, 
the prophet and the perverse, as it is written, “All things come 
alike to all: there is one event to the righteous and to the wick- 
ed; to the good and to the bad, to the clean and to the unclean; 
to him that sacrificeth and to him that sacrificeth not; the good 
is as the sinner; and he that sweareth as he that feareth an 
oath.”* It has various advantages. We will mention as many 
of them as possible. The second death is that of the soul. It 
consists in ignorance of God and of His Law and failure to 
master it—let us take our flight to God from that.’ Such 


*H=8, V=6, H=s. 

*For the Mediaeval Jewish exposition of immortality consult Templer, 
Die Unsterblichkeitslehre bei den jiidischen Philosophen des Mittelalters 

> Anthropologie, p. 123. ‘Eccl. IX, 2, ‘Sura LI, 50. 
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die in very truth. Even if their bodies are animated by the 
senses, their souls are dark with the darkness of death owing to 
accumulated ignorance.t According to the sages the Script- 
ures allude to this matter: “The wicked are dead in life, for 
it is written, ‘As I live, saith the Lord, I do not desire the death 
of the wicked.’* And it is further written, “The dead do not 
praise the Eternal.’* The Scriptures mean the wicked who 
are called dead while yet alive and are considered as cattle, for 
it is written, ‘Nevertheless man being in honor abideth not: 
he is like the beast that perisheth””* An Arabian poet said 
concerning that and ignorance, “ Before death the ignorant is 
dead to his people: before burial his body is buried. He or- 
dained that a man who does not live with knowledge is dead, 
has no life before the resurrection. The righteous, on the other 
hand, are spoken of as living even in their death, for it is writ- 
ten, “ But the soul of my lord shall be bound up in the bundle 
of life.’* He means the dwelling of the future world which 
is the dwelling of life eternal, as it is written, “I shall give thee 
places to walk among those that stand by.”® It is further said 
“He that walketh in the path of perfection shall serve me;”* 
“Who shall sojourn in Thy tents? He that walketh in perfec- 
tion and worketh in righteousness ;” * “ Who shall ascend into 
the Mount of the Lord and stand in His Holy place?’”’® Thus 
for the pious death is like a marriage feast. 

As for the excellence of death, my brother, behold it is one 
of the stages towards the mansion of the other world, and it 
is the occasion of translation from the dwelling of scantiness to 
the dwelling of bounteousness, from a dwelling of mortality to 
one of eternity. Were it not for death the prophet, the exe- 
cutors, the servants and the pious would have no means of 
entering the Garden, the Abode of Recompense; and the infidels 
and the wicked would not be consigned to Gehinnom, the Abode 
of Punishment. And were there no such thing as death the 
earth would not be large enough to accomodate its inhabitants 
_ and possessors. They would be literally so heaped upon one an- 


* Anthropologie, p. 124. *Ez. XXXII, 11. * Ps. CXV, 37. 
SPs. Ke orm (a San. XV, 20. ° Zech, Vil, 3. 
"Ps, CE. Get bsiexv, ty ° Ps. XXIV, 3: 


86 THE GARDEN OF WISDOM 


other that the ancient generations would not be distinguishable 
from the ancient saints. The latter would not imitate the deeds 
of the former. Verily men would deny their Creator and would 
spurn his sovereignity. Hence it is clear that death has its 
source in Divine Wisdom, designed by the Creator for all 
His creatures, small and great, prophets and executors, infidels 
and believers. 

Since it has been asked, “What is the reason of it and 
wherein consists the preeminence of the learned over the 
ignorant, the preeminence of the one who surpasses over the 
one who is surpassed?” we shall briefly explain that matter 
by means of a lucid parable, for a constant recurrence to the 
explanation of those noble secrets and subtle meanings is im- 
possible in this book. According to this parable a king gives 
a banquet to the people of one of his provinces. They are 
made up of nobles, judges, men of eminence and plebeians. 
When they reach his city they enter the city gate all together. 
After they enter this gate the king’s messenger conducts each 
individual to the residence which he is to occupy. Those con- 
sidered worthy to be near the king are placed with those who 
are near him; and those who should be at some distance from 
him, are placed with those who are remote from him. Those 
holding the rank of emir are assigned to quarters according 
to their various relationships to the king. Likewise the vile 
among them, such as the executioners and the keepers of the 
cattle—and in short the people of each and every grade—are 
assigned to the grades for which they are most fit. Each and 
every one of the banqueters is inseparable from his class, and 
the sons of his grade. This, my brother, is the similitude of 
this world’s people. When death loosens their bonds they are 
translated from this world according to the merit of each indi- 
vidual with the sons of his class and the people of his grade: 
the good go to the good, and wicked to the wicked. The 
Scriptures refer thereto in the passage, “ But the soul of my lord 
shall be bound in the bundle of life’”’*—it means the living 
who implore their Lord and do not die. And it is-further writ- . 
ten, “ The soul of thine enemies shall he sling out as out of the 


7T Sam. XXV;, 20. 
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middle of a string.”’1 He means the wicked, those who are 
punished in life: they cannot go up to the righteous and be of 
their assemblage, nor can they return to this world and do 
righteously. The prophets have commanded us to hate the 
one class and to love the other. As for hating we read, “ Be- 
hold those that hate thee, O Lord, do I hate.”* The sages 
say, “ Warm thyself at the fire of the wise, but beware of their 
burning coals lest thou be burnt; for their bite is the bite of 
the fox, their sting the scorpion’s sting, their hiss is the serpent’s 
hiss, and all their words are like coals of fire.” * In fine, the 
sages go so far as to say, “ The world is visited with good 
only for their sake, and with evil only for their sake.” Let us 
betake ourselves, my brother, to the good and its possessors, 
to the pious and the lovers of God, that we may imitate their 
deeds and conduct ourselves according to their habits, that we 
may be of their assembly and join in their psalms, May God 
cause both of us to reach that most excellent degree and bestow 
upon us complete happiness through His grace, munificence 
and benevolence, 

In the chapter dealing with religious devotion we have al- 
ready had several narratives dealing with admirable deeds and 
people humble before God. We shall mention two additional 
stories about virtuous men. 

One of these tales is about a man who was traveling along 
the seashore where some divers had brought up a quantity of 
pearls. He urgently begged them to let him have some for his 
children. Although they could have easily complied they re- 
fused. While they were talking highwaymen came out upon 
them. The divers, seeing the robbers from afar, swallowed all 
the pearls they had. When the robbers got to the spot they 
demanded that the pearls be handed over. The divers denying 
they had any, the robbers determined to split their abdomens 
open for the pearls and take what they would find. When the 
traveler saw that the abdomens of the divers were to be split 
open and that the pearls would be found in them, he had his 
own split open for their sake. Unbeknown to the robbers he 


1Sam.: XXV, 290. 7*Ps. CXXXIX, 21. * Pitke Aboth, ch: II, 15. 
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said to the divers, “Come now, I shall serve you and free you 
with my life. When you are brought before the robbers pray 
them not to kill you all at one time but cast lots for one of you 
and open his body. Ii they find anything in him they should 
then split open the abdomens of the others; and if not, then 
let the rest go free. If they grant you this favor you may bring 
forth the lot upon me. When they split my abdomen open 
they will not find any pearls in it and will set you free.” So 
they did that. The robbers split open the abdomen of the 
traveler and set the others free, Reflect, my brother, upon the 
generosity of this man, the nobility of his deed, and the liberal- 
ity of his soul towards those who were unworthy of all this 
at his hands. 


It is also narrated that a pious man met a friend another 
pious man, after a long space of time, and enquired, ‘“ How 
are you and how do you get along with the people of your 
tribe?” He answered, “As for my condition, as thou seest, 
I make peace between the four enemies who are in my ribs. 
If one of them were aroused against me he would bring about 
my death. So I always appease them by keeping aright 
my constitution, and by giving them good nourishment in 
order to be secure from their evil. When the condition is 
satisfactory, I have to deal with the blows coming from the 
nourishment: If I am satisfied I have indigestion, and if I 
am hungry I experience pain. After I have evened matters 
up I am put to the trouble of relieving myself, and after that 
must wash and purify myself. Besides I suffer from the changes 
of the seasons—first excessive heat and then extreme cold— 
and time’s misfortunes which are not afar by night or by day, 
its illnesses, and the way it continually shifts its creatures from 
one condition to another so that they do not remain in any one 
state. To this I must add what I suffer from people who are 
insolent, envious, slanderous, lying, wicked and depraved, who 
if they hear good they hide it; and if they hear evil they publish 
it; and in case they do not hear anything, they invent lies. 
Circumstances have imposed their society and their intimacy 
upon me without any choice on my part. My relations with 
them are well indicated by the sentiment of the poet, ‘It is the 
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irony of fate that a man should find an enemy in him whom 
he first befriended.’ If I do good unto them they repay me 
with evil; and if they do not receive any good thing from me 
they wish me well. Keeping them in repair reminds me of worn 
out clothes: when those are patched up in one place another is 
damaged. The poet says concerning that, ‘Time imposed upon 
me the society of such in whom I see all the signs of bastardy ; 
all of them repay me evil for good. Whenever I try to better 
them it does not help me; it is a worn out garment; here am I 
mending it all the time, sewing it with a fine needle but it be- 
comes frayed. When one side is mended the other side becomes 
frayed. This, then, is my condition. 

“As for the way I get along with the people of my tribe, 
I have intercourse with them in sincerity, equity and probity. 
I do well unto those that act well by me, and cherish those that 
cherish me. I repay those who do good, with good; and the 
evil-doers, with evil. I love the good and bless them; I am 
wroth with the wicked and curse them, This then is my manner 
of acting towards the people of my tribe. Now tell me how 
you are and how you get along with the people of your tribe.” 

The other servant of God replied, “ My condition and my 
body are in every respect like yours, But the way I conduct 
myself towards the people of my tribe is of another description. 
As far as I can I make them desire me, but do not require 
any services of them in the manner that I serve them. On the 
contrary, I do well to the one who thrusts me aside and pardon 
the one who injures me. If anyone abuses or slanders me, 
I bear with him. If his statements are false, I am not at fault; 
if his statements are true, he is not at fault. After I gain 
- peace from them—from their insolence, envy and evil—I keep 
afar from their lesser warfare’ and betake myself to the war 
against my sensual soul with its nature and its yearnings, wishes, 
desites, corrupt views, its embelishment of falsehoods so as to 
give them the appearance of truth, and the subterfuges with 


According to Sufi writers there are two jihads: al--jihadu ’l-akbar 
or “the greater warfare,” which is against one’s own lust; and al-jihadu 
‘l-asghar “the lesser warfare,” against infidels. Cf. Hughes, Dictionary 
cf Islam, p. 243. ; ; 
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which it wishes to submerge me. For instance, it de- 
sires various kinds of food, and were IJ to obey it, I would 
become a captive slave, and my stomach would become the 
grave of lusts and the cemetery of sensual desires. If I find 
one day the food to which I am accustomed by a licit way, I 
would get it; and if not, I would use all sorts of strategy to ob- 
tain it by an illicit way, which would cause me to incur penalties 
and ignominy, and to be dishonored before God and before men 
for the perfidy, theft, robbery, rage, deception, fraud, and simi- 
lar gifts bestowed upon man by his lusts and to which he 
becomes a slave. Similarly if I obey them by desiring copula- 
tion, there is visited upon me all that the Creator wrote 
unequivocally concerning the punishment of harlotry, accord- 
ing to its different grades, (the explanation of which is exten- 
sive). When I try to repel its desire with arguments based 
on the continence prescribed by the law and with arguments 
derived independently by the intellect, and try to implore it 
to incline towards contentment and its exercise warning it of 
the punishment that is meted out to one who gratifies his pas- 
sions, it evades me and disputes me, Then I set about to con- 
vince it of the existence of the Creator, I furnish it with the 
proof that the whole world, in its heights and in its depths, did 
not create itself but that someone else created it, brought it 
into existence from non-existence and subdues it with death, 
makes rich whom He wishes and makes abject whom He wishes. 
For had mundane beings created themselves they would have 
made choice of eternity and wealth, and would create things 
for themselves. Hence it was another being who created them, 
who grants them life and deprives them of it, who enriches 
and pauperizes, who deals with them as He wishes. But when 
I am victorious on this point, it tries to make me deny the 
authenticity of the prophets, i. e., that God did not communicate 
a revelation to man. I then bring rational arguments proving 
the existence of prophecy, with irrefutable and irrecusable 
proofs—as we shall mention in the chapter treating of the 
Messiah, the next chapter, please God—it abandones at the mere 
mention of these arguments all the current vanity, fallacy and 
fraud fall to the ground; but begins to confront me with 
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arguments to confute the doctrine of reward, punishment and 
the future life. It says to me, ‘Beyond this world there is 
nothing, He that does good in it, does it in order to accomplish 
something by which he will be remembered after his death. 
Likewise with the commission of evil.’ I handle this matter 
with arguments, rational and religious, urging the actuality of 
the other Dwelling and the belief in its reward and punishment, 
with arguments perfectly lucid and flawless,—as we shall briefly 
mention in the chapter dealing with the Future World, the last 
chapter of this book —and then it gives ear unto me and 
obeys my injunctions even as the big camel obeys the little boy. 
But then it begins to convince me that I am the noblest man 
of my time, the most lauded of my kindred, the most exalted 
son of my tribe. If I believe what it says and show my 
approval of it I incur the contrary : pride, neglect and arrogance , 
and if not, I escape folly, am accustomed to the truth and 
call myself the mighty conqueror of that from whose snares 
I have escaped. I seize hold of its bridle and retain a firm 
grasp upon it through the power of God, our Benefactor, our 
Supreme Champion. As for the pious, through them I increase 
my happiness. I pray God to gather me into their company. 
As for the wicked, I pray God to forgive and guide them. I 
never found an old man or a boy, irregardless of his piety or 
wickedness, but I believed him to be a more excellent servant 
of God than 1.” The other asked, “ How is that?” He answer- 
ed, “ As for the venerable old man, truly he excels me, for he 
prayed before I was born, fasted and gave alms before I was 
created, had intimate intercourses with the good men who 
preceded me, and through experience acquired wisdom ere I 
did. Beyond a doubt he is the more excellent. As for the young 
boy, verily my sins and crimes are more numerous than his. 
When our records will be compared on the Day of Resurrec- 
tion his balance will dip deeper than mine. Beyond a doubt 
he is the more excellent. As for the pious man, verily before 
God his piety and intentions are more excellent than mine, and 
his belief is loftier. As for the wicked and rebellious one, how 
can I prove that I am better than he, how can I convince 
myself of it? He disobeys God thoughtlessly, I do so deliberate- 
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ly. He is not aware of the serious consequences of his deeds; 
but I, on the other hand, am by no means in the dark in regard 
to such matters. So his excuse, my brother, is necessarily more 
acceptable in God’s presence than mine.” The second man 
showed himself worthier than the first, and the latter promised 
to walk in his path, 

We are told that when Alexander died his body was placed in 
a casket, and that about the bier there were ten sages each of 
whom expressed a sentiment. The first said, “O thou wrathful 
judge, thy abode is with the needy and thy tomb with the quar- 
relsome. No kinsman helps thee, no vizier frees thee.” The 
second said, “This is Alexander: the grandeur of his splendor 
shone even as the rays of the sun illuminates the flowers of the 
plants.” The third said, “This is Alexander, the master of cap- 
tives. To-day he finds himself a prisoner.” The fourth said, 
“Behold how the dream of the sleeper has come to an end; and 
his sorrow, how it shows itself!” The fifth said, “This man was 
wont to ask what was before him but not what was behind him.” 
The sixth said, “This body came to us speaking and leaves us 
mute.” The seventh said, “This body was not safe when he pos- 
sessed it.” The eighth said, “We did not desire that from which 
thou hast parted and we disdained that uopn which thou gazest.” 
The ninth said, “How remotely this resembles thy dwelling of 
yesterday!” And the tenth said, “This body had not as yet car- 
ried out his purpose with reference to the world when the world 
carried out its purpose with reference to him.” 

Another narrator says, “It came to pass that there were ten 
sages about Alexander’s bier. The first said, ‘We enter this 
world ignorant, remain in it thoughtless, and leave it unwilling- 
ly.’ The second said, ‘This is Alexander who surveyed over the 
wide world and left it in two cubits.’ The third said, ‘Thou usest 
to exhort us; but of all thy exhortations thy death is the great- 
est exhortation to us.’ The fourth said, ‘He owed his life to 
God but his death to himself.’ The fifth said, ‘Alexander never 
traveled without help and without instruments but this time.’ 
The sixth said, ‘This Alexander ruled over his subjects; now 
they rule over him.’ The seventh said, ‘Oft the timorous man 
hid from thee behind thy back; to-day he does not fear thee to 
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thy face.’ The eighth said, ‘Many a one anxious when thou wast 
dying that thou shouldst not die, to-day is anxious about thy 
speech that thou shouldst not speak.’ The ninth said, ‘How 
many did this man put to death in order that he should not die, 
and yet he died!’ And the tenth, his treasurer, said, ‘Thou didst 
command me never to be far from thee, but to-day I can not 
approach thee’.” 

They say that when a certain wise man had come forth from 
a great city some one asked him, “What hast thou found among 
the inhabitants of this great city?” He answered, “I saw il- 
lusive images and transitory accidents.” 

Reflect then, my brother, how very beautiful are piety and 
humility in God’s presence, and confidence in Him to the end 
that He might make us of those who humble themselves before 
Him and who rely upon Him according to the word of His 
saint, “They that trust in the Lord shall be as Mount Zion 
which cannot be removed, but abideth forever.” * 

The fifth chapter is finished with the help of God. There 
follows it 
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CHAPTER VI. 


This chapter treats of the virtues of the Messiah-—may he 
speedily appear !—and salvation—may God in His mercy hasten 
it! 

Know, my brother,—Gold help us both to attain His favor !— 
that the Messiah’s virtues are of noblest degree, and the knowl- 
edge thereof the most exalted science.t. That is why we wish to 
say something about his excellence and the virtues with which 
God endows him above and beyond the ancient prophets who 
have preceded him. 

Know that we have spoken in the first chapter of the bene- 
ficence of God and His special favor to the Primal Intellect, how 
he created it perfect and complete with absolute certainty and 
with the clearest intelligence. It thus became the genus generum 
and the element of elements. It is intellect, intelligent and in- 
telligible. Intellect, because it comprehended all the things be- 
stowed upon it by its Creator, the Most Exalted; intelligent, be- 
cause it understood its own essence and discarded from its 
Creator all the attributes belonging to it; and intelligible with 
regard to that which is beneath it in degree, viz., the Universal 
Soul which overflowed and emanated from it. Since it retains 
similarity and connection with the Universal Intellect it caused 
another emanation to overflow from the bounteousness acquired 
from the Intellect. This latter emanation was of a lower de- 
gree owing to the greater remoteness from the original source, 
the relation being that of the third to the first. And so on for 
the other gradations through which the thing passed to reach 
the sphere and after that the world of nature and what exists 
therein through the power of the Omnipresent and Omniscient 
One—minerals, plants, animals, and finally man the last crea- 
tion.” ‘ 

The Creator’s wisdom necessitated the release of the souls of 

'For the history of the development of the Messianic idea in Judaism 
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mortals from the injustice of this world of genesis and decay. 
Through the necessity of His wisdom—may His name be sanc- 
tified!—He mercifully vouchsafed unto mortals a revelation 
from the holy world—the world of the Universal Soul—which 
originated from the overflow of its holy cause, the Universal In- 
tellect—which in turn goes back to its Originator—may He be 
exalted! This emanation from the Universal Soul expressed 
itself in an individual man whose spirit is free from the im- 
purity of the world of nature and is disciplined in the noblest 
sciences and the purest works. From that holy effluence des- 
cending upon him became an eloquent prophet.t Revelation 
was vouchsafed unto him, coming unto him from the Creator. 
He prophesied concerning things before their existence, per- 
formed miracles, confounded the hinderers and rewarded the 
worthy. All that was intended to direct man and effect his de- 
liverance from the world of genesis and decay.” He who re- 
ceived that Divine Law from that prophet and acted accord- 
ingly and was directed by it, his soul was freed from the 
darkness of nature. But the man who failed to come up to the 
requirements of the Law and turned away from it, disobeyed 
that prophet and called him an imposter, darkened his own soul 
—from the misery of his condition may God in His mercy keep 
us afar! 

This being the case, some souls of men escaped in the times 
of the prophets—peace be upon them!—and some remained; 
but God in His Goodness had promised through the mouth of 
the prophets to set up a noble person at the end of time to save 
the rest of the world and free them as He has saved in times by- 
gone and in previous generations. Then his favor will be com- 
plete and his blessings scattered broadcast, the cause will be 
joined to its effect, just as the disciple is taught by his teacher. 
Then the wisdom concealed in the days of the ancient prophets 
will be revéaled, the secret knowledge will come to light and the 
goodness of the Creator will embrace all the creation, great and 
small, female and male; likewise a universal peace will reign 


1 For the Mediaeval Jewish explanation of prophecy consult Sandler’s Das 
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among the creatures, and in their midst there will be no malevol- 
ence, envy, or wrong so that it will not be necessary to carry 
arms. This saviour (Messiah) will not smite the wicked with the 
sword, but will invoke God against them and they will vanish. 
He will judge through God’s inspiration, will not need wit- 
nesses; only equity, justice, and God’s own corroboration. His 
blessing will be visible throughout the world so that none of 
his time will lack knowledge of God, since the Omniscient One 
will endow them with unalloyed blessing, all-embracing felicity, 
and good successive and continuous. From the beginning of 
his time God will bestow revelation upon the small and upon the 
great. Happy the man that lives to see this! 

Verily God has promised to revive the dead at the hand 
of the Messiah. They will see this and gaze upon it with their 
eyes. The eyes of the believers will be cool, but the eyes of 
those of the unbelievers will be hot. God enables the Messiah 
to perform such great miracles that no prophet before him has 
ever achieved. So that universal peace will reign even between 
the beasts of prey and those which are gentle; they will freely 
intermingle. In his time no evil will be found neither in beast 
nor in man. War and all violence will vanish at the behest of 
the One Victorious God. We shall substantiate our statements 
by reference to the Holy Torah and to the utterances of all the 
prophets—upon them be the most excellent peace !—God-in- 
spired utterances concerning the advent of this noble personage 
and the succoring at his hands of this weak and afflicted people, 
the people of Israel, who are persecuted by the nations and 
despised by all the other religious sects. At his hands they 
will rejoice, for he will deliver them from their martyrdom and 
free them from persecution, this being one of the numerous 
miracles that God will send him to perform. He will remove 
the burden from this people, relieve their distress, break their 
yoke and fetters, and transform their misfortune inté happiness, 
their excruciating misery into pleasure great and enduring, and 
their curse into blessing. Through him they will enjoy crescive 
prosperity, and so happy will their state be that the nations who 
used to revile them will boast by them; those who reduced them 
to servitude will serve them, and those who upbraided them 
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for their shortcomings wiil pardon them, God has promised all 
that and what is even grander and more complete. The early 
fulfillment of most of these promises of God is conditioned by 
our repentance; but some of them are absolute, even if they do 
not repent, as the appearance of this noble person and the say- 
ing of the nation through his hands. All the misfortunes and 
misery threatened by God were visited upon them, especially 
all that is threatened in the Scriptural chapters beginning, “If 
ye will walk in my statutes”? and “ It shall come to pass when 
thou comest to the land.” * His curse fell upon the tribes. The 
nations shattered them, sold them as man servants and maid 
servants, and scattered them broadcast over the earth. Not 
satisfied with all this the jeering nations asserted that the Law 
had been abrogated and annulled. We shall enter into that 
subject as far as possible to prove that the Torah has not been 
abrogated and never will be—please God !—and that it will not 
be annulled or be forgotten out of the mouths of the people 
as long as the heavens and the earth last; and furthermore, this 
people will not be pierced through, will not be destroyed, will 
not disappear, 

We shall proceed to prove all this step by step, with the help 
of God. Were we to attempt to mention all that the prophets— 
peace be upon them !—adduce concerning this subject the pages 
of this book would be insufficient. But we shall quote as many 
passages as space permits, since they will satisfy the one whose 
views on this subject are not decided, the one who is opposed 
to this doctrine and the one who upholds it. God forbid that 
His promise to our nation should not be kept but his threat re- 
main! “Far be it from God to do evil, and from the Almighty to 
act unrighteously!” ® 

To prove that the Messiah will appear and that the people will 
be delivered at his hands, and to show from which tribe he will 
come, we cite the Scriptural passage, “He is here but not now, 
I behold him but he is not near. A star hath stepped forth from 
Jacob and a sceptre hath arisen from Isice!. He smites the 
head of Moab and the crowns of all the sons of Seth,’ * etc. to 
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the end of the chapter. It is also said, “The sceptre shall not 
depart from Judah or a ruler from between his feet until Shiloh 
come. And unto him shall be the submission of the nations.’” 
This passage has reference to the Messiah. 

As for the prophet Isaiah, many are his prophecies concern- 
ing the occasion of the appearance of the Messiah, his descrip- 
tion, his glory, and the peace that will reign among all creatures 
—man and beast—at his command and decree, through the in- 
spiration diffused among these creatures by their Creator. 
Many of his descriptions are very beautiful; some we have men- 
tioned, some not. Of the latter is the passage, ““A branch shall 
come out of the stock of Jesse, a scion from his roots shall 
sprout, and the spirit of the Law shall rest upon him, the spirit 
of wisdom and understanding——And He shall inspire him with 
the fear of the Lord; ” * and furthermore, ‘‘ The wolf shall dwell 
with the lamb.”* Concerning the in-gathering of Israel in those 
days he says, “It shall come to pass on that day that the Lord 
shall stretch forth His hand a second time to acquire the rem- 
nant of His people. And a banner shall be raised over the na- 
tions. He shall gather together the outcasts of Israel.”* He 
continues his description with the words, “Unto him kings are 
gathered”, and “among them are those who have no book 
and whose language we do not understand, And he shall come 
up as a suckling before Him and as a root from an arid land.” ® 
In reference to the outcome of that he says, “And the desire of 
the Lord shall prosper at His hands.”® And further, “ How 
pleasant upon the mountains are the feet of the messenger who 
proclaimeth peace, who bringeth tidings and announceth salva- 
tion, who saith unto Zion, ‘Thy King reigneth;’”? “ Shout 
aloud, exult together ye desolate places before the eyes of all 
nations, for all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of 
our God;”* “ These shall come from afar, these from the north 
and from the west, and these from the land of Sinnin.”® “ Thus 
saith the Lord, ‘Behold I raise my hand to the nations and to 
the people do I lift up my standard, and they shall bring thy chil- 
dren upon the arm and thy daughters they shall bear upon the 
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shoulder. And kings shall be thy attendants and their princes 
thy nurses. With their face to the ground shall they bow down 
unto thee and the dust of thy feet shall they lick;’* “I say unto 
the north, ‘Give’ and to the south ‘Do not destroy. Bring my 
sons from afar and my daughters from the end of the earth.’ ” 
There are many such passages, especially in the Book of Isaiah. 
In the other prophetical books that subject is treated in numer- 
ous instances all of which we cannot quote here. We shall men- 
tion only a few: “Behold days are coming, saith the Lord, and 
I shall establish unto David a righteous sprout and a king shall 
reign. And he shall be wise and do judgment and righteous- 
ness in the land. In his days Judah shall be saved and Israel 
shall dwell in security ;” * “ His majestic oil shall be from him, 
and his ruler shall go forth from his inner part, and I shall bring 
him near and approach him ;” ¢ “ Rejoice exceedingly, O daugh- 
ter of Zion! Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem! Behold thy 
king cometh unto thee, righteous and victorious, a poor man 
who rideth upon an ass, upon a wild ass, the colt of female 
asses.” ® 

Concerning the redemption of the nation we read: “At that 
time will I bring you again, even in the time that I gather you: 
for I will make you a name and a praise,” etc. ;° “And it shall 
come to pass, that as you were a curse among the heathen, O 
house of Judah, and house of Israel, so I save you, and you 
shall be a blessing: fear not, but let your hands be strong;’’’ 
“And the people shall take them and bring them to their place; 
and the house of Israel shall possess them in the land of the 
Lord for servants and housemaids; and they shall take them 
captives, whose captives they were, and they shall rule over 
their oppressors.” ® 

Concerning the resurrection of the dead we read: “Thus saith 
the Lord God: Behold, O my people, I will open your graves, 
and cause you to come up out of your graves, and bring you 
into the land of Israel.”® Concerning the descent of prophecy 
and inspiration upon the world we read: “And it shall come to 
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pass afterward, that I will pour out my spirit upon all flesh ; 
and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men 
shall dream dreams, your young men shall see visions ; and also 
upon the servants and upon the handmaids in those days will I 
pour out my spirit; * “ Neither will I hide my face any more 
from them; for I have poured out my spirit upon the house of 
Israel, saith the Lord God.” ? 

As to their possessing the knowledge of God, without needing 
any instructor, we read: “But this shall be the covenant that I 
will make with the house of Israel; after those days, saith the 
Lord, I will put my law in their inward parts, and write it in 
their hearts ; and will be their God and they shall be to me for a 
people; ” * “‘ They shall no longer teach one another—a man his 
brother, or a man his friend—saying, ‘Know the Lord,’ for all 
of them shall know the Lord, from their great unto their small 
ones, saith the Lord. For I will pardon their iniquity and their 
sins will I remember no more.” + 

There are also many passages of consolation and prophecy 
that require extensive explanation. Some are dependent upon 
the condition of repentance, as the resplendent prince—peace be 
unto him !—said, “And it shall come to pass that when all these 
things come upon thee, the blessing and the curse which I place 
before you, then thou shalt consider in thy heart;”® “And the 
Lord thy God shall turn back thy captives and shall have mercy 
upon thee ;” ® “And he shall again gather thee from all the na- 
tions among whom the Lord thy God thrust thee ;”* “And the 
Lord thy God shall bring thee to the land which thy fathers in- 
herited, and thou shalt inherit it and dwell therein.” ® 

As to those which, although dependent upon the condition 
of repentence, must nevertheless come to pass as the direct de- 
cree of God Himself is ‘‘ The minor shall be a thousand and the 
small one a mighty nation. I, the Eternal, will hasten it in its 
times”? 

The sages of blessed memory say, “The son of David will not 
come until Israel is completely righteous, for it is written, ‘And 
he saw that there was no man, and wondered that there was no 


1Joel II, 28 and 29. *Ez. XXXIX, 20. “Jer. XXXI, 32. 
*Idem XXX, 33. *Deut. XXX, 1. *Idem XXX, 3. 
TIdem XXX, 3. ‘Idem XXX, 5. “Is. XL. 22. 


THE GARDEN OF WISDOM 1OL 


intercessor: therefore his arm wrought salvation for him; and 
his righteousness sustained him’.” And they said further, “As 
soon as the Children of Israel repent they will be immediately 
redeemed and the son of David will come to them on that day, 
as it is written, ‘If you will hearken to his voice’, and if not, the 
Holy One, blessed be he, will establish over them a king whose 
decrees are as severe as those of Haman.” If they repent they 
will be redeemed. If their repentance is spontaneous it will be 
specially praiseworthy and will hasten the advent of their happi- 
ness. But if we await force, trouble and affliction will pursue 
us, for it is written, “ When thou wilt be troubled, and all these 
things shall have found thee in the end of days, thou shalt re- 
turn unto the Lord thy God and shalt hearken unto His voices, * 
We hope that that time has drawn near, please God, because 
we have read it in the explanation of “moed” “moadim” and 
“the half,”? and they are “idan” “idanim” and “the half of idan,”* 
given by one of the best commentators. A proof of it is the 
meaning “a conjunction, two conjunctions and a half of a con- 
junction”. That applies to Saturn as the science of the stars 
demonstrates most clearly. It presides over our nation, and 
with its transition to the above mentioned conjunctions God 
will change the condition of the whole world as He promised, 
“For behold I create new heavens and a new earth. Ye shall 
not remember the first ones.”* And to it the prophet alluded 
when he said, “At that time shall Michael arise, the great prince 
who presides over the children of thy people.” ® 

It is incumbent upon us to obey the Creator and stand in awe 
of Him. If we do that then will it be well with us; but if not, 
it will be otherwise. To prove that the merciful Creator will 
not forsake this weak people or withdraw His hand from them, 
we cite the passages, “And also this, when they were in the 
land of their enemies I did not reject or despise them ;”* “And 
I shall remember unto them the covenant of former times.”” 
Before this He says, “And I shall remember my covenant with 
Jacob, and my covenant with Isaac, and also my covenant with 
Abraham will I remember; and the land will I remember.” ® 
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He promises that he will not destroy, according to the passage, 
“For I, the Lord, do not change; and ye, O children of Israel, 
shall not come to an end.’”? And it is further said, “ But thou, 
my servent Jacob, do not fear; and be not dismayed, O Israel 
For behold I am thy Saviour from afar; and thy Arm from the 
land of captivity. And Jacob shall return and be quiet and 
tranquil, and none shall terrify, for I am with thee, saith the 
Lord, to save thee. Verily, I will make an end of all the na- 
tions amongst whom I have scattered you, but of thee I will not 
make an end. I will correct thee according to thy desserts and 
will not leave thee altogether unpunished,’* which means, ‘““He 
will not destroy thee.” And it is written, “Thus saith the Lord 
who giveth the sun for light by day and the ordinances of the 
moon and of the stars for a light by night, who divideth the sea 
when the waves thereof roar—the Lord of Hosts is His name! 
‘Only when these statutes shall depart from before me, saith the 
Lord, then shall thy seed cease to be a nation before me for- 
ever.’”? “Thus, saith the Lord, If the heavens above can be 
measured and the foundations of the earth searched out beneath, 
then will I reject all the seed of Israel for all that they have 
done, saith the Lord;’* “I give unto them one heart and one 
way to fear me all the days, for their good and the good of 
their children after them. And I will make an everlasting cove- 
nant with them, that I will not turn from after them but do good 
unto them, and plant them in this land, truly with all my heart 
and with all my soul;”® “For thus saith the Lord, ‘As I 
brought upon this people all this great evil so also do I bring 
upon them all the good which I speak concerning them;’’® 
“Thus saith the Lord of Hosts, ‘If the day and the night vi- 
olate my covenant so that there be not day and night in their 
season, then shall my covenant with my servant David be brok- 
en that there be not unto him a son of a king upon thy throne 
and the Levites to minister unto me. As the hosts of the heav- 
ens cannot be counted and the sand of the sea cannot be meas- 
ured, thus shall I multiply the seed of David my servant and the 
Levites my ministers;’? “Thus saith the Lord, ‘Had it not 
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been for my covenant by day and by night, the statutes of heav- 
en and earth I would not have made. Also the seed of Jacob 
and David my servant I shall not despise to take from his seed 
rulers over the seed of Isaac and Jacob; for I shall turn back 
their captivity and shall have mercy upon them.’’* All that is 
a testimony that He neither forsakes nor destroys them, 
Likewise, their Divine Law will not be nullified, abrogated, 
altered or pass away, according to the word by the tongues 
of the truthful prophets—peace be upon them! “ “And as for me, 
this is my covenant with them’, saith the Lord, ‘my spirit which 
I have put upon thee and my words which I put in thy mouth 
shall not depart from the mouth of thy seed,’ saith the Lord.” 
And it is further written, “Were it not for my covenant by day 
and by night, the statutes of heaven I would not have made.”® 
The covenant refers to the Torah, And in His perspicuous Book 
we are enjoined that “It shall not be forgotten from the mouth 
of his seed.”* This alone is proof sufficient that it will not 
be annulled or abrogated. Especially is this the case in the vari- 
ous passages wherein He commanded us and our children to 
observe it for all times, not to add thereto or diminish there- 
from: “The thing which I command thee this day thou shalt ob- 
serve to do: thou shalt not add thereto or diminish there- 
from.”® Through it the penal laws are inflicted, the covenant 
is ratified, compacts are made through its observance, and con- 
duct is regulated by it, so that He says in the last oath and cove- 
nant, “Cursed be the man who doth not uphold this Torah to do 
them.”® This covenant was confirmed unto us before our crea- 
tion, our fathers having made it in our behalf: “Not with you 
alone did the Lord make this covenant and this oath but with 
the one who is standing with us this day before the Lord our 
God and with the one who is not with us this day.” We shall 
not be exculpated before God if we forsake it and take upon 
ourselves another law merely because the nations deride our 
claim, saying, “For your good God has sent us a prophet who 
has abrogated your law.” 
Know then, my brother, that nothing prevents God from 
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sending unto His world whomsoever He wishes whenever He 
wishes, since the world of holiness sends forth emanations un- 
ceasingly from the light world to the coarse world to liberate 
the souls from the sea of matter—the world of nature—and 
from destruction in the flames of hell. Even before the revela- 
tion of the Law He sent prophets to the nations, as our sages of 
blessed memory explain, “Seven prophets prophesied to the na- 
tions of the world before the giving of the Torah: Laban, 
Jethro, Balaam, Job, Eliphaz, Bildad, and Zophar.’ And 
again after its revelation nothing prevented Him from sending 
to them whom He wished that the world might not remain 
without religion. The prophets declared that the other nations 
would serve Him from the rising of the sun to the setting there- 
of: “For from the rising of the sun to the setting thereof great 
is My name among the nations.’? And further, “For unto me 
shall every knee bend and every tongue swear fealty.’”* Us He 
chose and exalted from among the nations, not because of our 
surpassing excellence but because of His regard for our fathers 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob: “Not because you were more 
numerous than all the other nations did the Lord desire you and 
choose you—for you are the least among the nations—but be- 
cause of the Lord’s love for you and to keep the oath which He 
swore unto your fathers ;’’ “’I love you,’ saith the Lord. And 
they say, ‘In what respect hast thou loved us.’ ‘I loved Jacob.’ ”* 
God chose us, revealed unto us His laws and ordinances, and 
imposed upon us a weighty task such as He did not impose 
upon anyone before or after us, in order thereby to make our 
reward great: “And the Lord commanded us to carry out 
these statutes for our good throughout all times, to keep us 
alive, even as we are this day;’® “It shall be accounted right- 
eousness unto us to do all these statutes ;’* “He declared His 
words to Jacob, His statutes and judgments to Israel. He hath 
not done so to any other nation;”7 “And ye shall be unto me 
a peculiar treasure from among all people ;’’* “For which is the 
great nation unto whom God is near?”; “For which is the 
great nation which has righteous statutes and judgment?” 


*Malachi I, rx, ?Is. XL, XXIII. *Deut. VII, 7. ‘Malachi I, 2. 
*Deut. VI, 24. *Deut. VI, 24. "Ps. XCLVII, 19 and 20. 
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And he swore by the tongues of the prophets—peace be upon 
iuem !—that if we forsook His law and the duty He has imposed 
upon us that He would rule over us with force “‘As 1 live’, 
saith the King, Lord of Hosts, ‘I shall rule over you with a 
strong hand and with an outstretched arm.’ ”* 

The Koran mentions that God favored us, that He made us 
superior to all other men: “‘O children of Israel, remember my 
favor wherewith I showed favor unto you; and that to you 
above all creatures have I been bounteous;”? and further, “I 
have made you excellent with a settled decree, it is not a ru- 
mor.” He speaks after this manner in many verses and also 
to the effect that the Torah has not been abrogated. This con- 
tradicts what they assert because of the power they exercise 
over us, because of our weakness in their eyes, and because our 
succor has been cut off. And concerning that he said, “As in 
my presence, and declares true what is in my presence from the 
Torah.”? And he says, “How will they submit to thy decision 
since they have the Torah wherein is the judgment of God?’’* 
The judgment of God shall never be forgotten. And it is fur- 
ther said, “Thou shalt not find any change in the ordinance of 
God.”> He means the Torah. How can we change His tradi- 
tion and His religion which Moses brought down? Our pious 
forefathers witnessed no change in God’s tradition and religion 
received from Moses His messenger. Following in their foot- 
steps we have made choice of it, and emulating their laudable 
qualities we cling fast to the Torah and the performance of 
its duties and precepts, for its exchange or alteration is for- 
bidden. It is further said, “God desireth to declare these things 
unto you and direct you according to the ordinances of those 
who have gone before you.”® That indicates that Mohammed 
was a prophet to them but not to those who preceded them 
in the knowledge of God. And he said, “O People of the 
Book, He shall not accept a deed of you unless ye fulfill the 
Torah.”? And again, “If there is any doubt concerning what I 
reveal unto thee, then ask those who received my Book before 
thou didst.” This indicates that He would not have command- 


Ez Moe, 8500 Sura 1, 58.and) 116. - “Idem: TIE, 44; LXE, 6. 
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ed him to ask concerning the Book had He annulled it. And 
if they say, “Lo, our Book abrogates your Book, just as your 
Book abrogates the Book of Abraham,” we reply, “That is not 
true. On the contrary, we uphold the religion of our fatehr 
Abraham, and especially circumcision which God made incum- 
bent upon him, according to the passage, “For I know him, that 
he will command his sons and his house after him,’’? etc. 
When God sent Moses al-Kalim with the Torah to the Children 
of Israel they were six hundred thousand. And God made in- 
cumbent upon them what He had made incumbent upon Abra- 
ham, but to those duties he added what the times required. But 
He did not annul the Law of Abraham. On the contrary, in a 
number of passages Moses al-Kalim calls upon God in His 
name and in the name of Isaac and Jacob. And all the women 
whom they were permitted to marry were of noble lineage, be- 
cause the men were small in numbers, so that they did not need 
to marry purified daughters of Canaan. But when the people 
became numerous they went in unto them. That, however, does 
not constitute an abrogation. 

Thus He obligated the Children of Noah to observe only 
seven laws. This was because the Noachides were few in num- 
ber and because the pre-Abrahamic period could not bear more 
laws. When Abraham appeared God enjoined upon him the 
observance of various additional laws. He carried out the Law 
of Moses, taking it as a duty upon himself before it was bind- 
ing.2 Likewise, when God imposed duties upon the Children 
of Israel to be performed in the Land of Syria they assumed 
these duties before they entered the land as a mark of obedience 
to their Creator. Instance the unleavened bread, the shew 
bread, the pressed grain, the Feast of Weeks, and other com- 
mands which were to be carried out in the Land of Syria, but 
which they nevertheless observed forty years in the desert. They 
could have believed in them without doing them, but they did 
them that they might believe in them. Similarly, Adam, Noah 
and Abraham. In reference to Adam we read, “And he placed 
him in the garden of Eden to till and to guard it.”* In the case 


1Gen. XVIII, *?Yoma 28b; Kiddushin 82a. *Gen. II, 15. 
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of Abraham we read, “Because Abraham has hearkened to my 
voice and observed my charge.” Similarly, God has made in- 
cumbent upon us in the days of the Messiah all that pertains to 
sacrifices and other things, though there never appears again 
that which was explained by the tongue of the prophet Ezekiel 
concerning the offerings and the building of the Temple. And 
similarly, the gathering of all the nations unto the Messiah, ac- 
cording to the passage, “All the nations shall be gathered unto 
it, the name of the Lord.”? When they say unto us; “That was 
incumbent upon you in the time of Moses but not otherwise; 
when other times came ye abrogated your Low and entered into 
another”, we reply, “Know that God commanded that all the 
people should serve according to the Law; and He permitted 
to every people something which he forbade to others, and He 
forbade to them something which He permitted to others, for 
He knoweth what is best for His creatures and what is adapted 
to them even as the skilled physician understands his patients, 
and even more since the physician prohibits food and nourish- 
ment to whomsoever he wishes, and permits them to whomso- 
ever he wishes, and they dare not contradict him in anything, 
because they yielded themselves up to him ‘in good faith, 
sincerity and justice, the more reason that the Creator, to 
whom nothing can be compared, who is above all comparison: 
or thing compared above the intelligent and the intelligi- 
ble, understands the well-being of all His creatures; their 
reckoning and their punishment are entirely in His hands. 
Whomsoever He wishes He punishes, whomsoever He wishes 
He rewards, and whomsoever He wishes He compassionates.: 
No hand is above His, and neither interdict nor decree are nec- 
essary against the one whom He regards worthy of being pun- 
ished and cut off from the Divine mercy. All are in His serv- 
ice. His mercy gives them ample sustenance in this world and 
in the world to come, as it is written, “Good is the Lord to all 
and His mercies are over all His creatures.”* It is obligatory 
upon us to observe what is in our hands, that which we have 
learnt concerning Him, that we disobey not one of the Divine. 
Laws and become as Holy Writ hath it, “They made me the 
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keeper of the vineyards but my own vineyard have I not 
kept.” To the service that all His creatures owe Him as He 
wishes and how He wishes there is a very nice example: A king 
required the services of the people of his city to build a palace. 
Some of them were architects, some were carpenters, some de- 
corators, some mortar mixers, and some smiths. Of these 
some zealously carried out the command of the king, some were 
lax, and some deserted the king’s service. The king had main- 
tained all of them. The manner of their service was made 
known to the king and he waited until he sent for them and 
called them to account for the manner in which they had carried 
out his command. He rewarded all those who have done well 
in their trade more than they deserved, and punished all those 
who misbehaved in their trade and repentence was of no avail 
to the penitent if good works had not preceded him. Similarly, 
the Creator—magnified be His praise !—knows the ruin of this 
world and the abode of the future world. He therefore sends 
prophets in every age and period that they might urge the 
creatures to serve Him and do the good, and that they might 
be a road-guide to righteousness. The one who was saved was 
saved through his understanding; and the one who perished 
perished with full understanding. It is incumbent, then, upon 
every people to be led aright by what has been communicated 
to them through revelation and to emulate their prophets, their 
leaders and their regents. Not one people remained without 
a law, for all of them are from one Lord and unto Him they 
all return. All call unto Him, all turn their faces unto Him, and 
every pious soul is translated to Him, as it is written, “And 
the spirit returns unto God who gave it.”? We shall follow. 
this subject with the mention of the world to come in the chap- 
ter after this—please God!—since after the Messiah there is 
nothing save that—truly God knows better and is wiser. 
Similarly, when we argue with non-Jewish disputants in re- 
gard to the nullification of our Law, we give them a silencing 
reply: “What do you say about the Law received by Moses 
al-Kalim? What distinguishes it, ignorance or wisdom?” They 
must perforce answer not “ignorance” but “wisdom.” This an- 
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swer suffices, for wisdom is never altered, changed, abrogated - 
or replaced by something else. God forbid that He should 
give a command at the hands of a prophet with signs, proofs, 
miracles and extraordinary manifestations in the heavens, and 
then should set about to abrogate and annul it. But it is His 
way to continually command whom He wishes and send whom 
He wishes to whomsoever He wishes, since all the worlds are 
His possession and in His grasp. A proof that He sends a pro- 
phet to every people according to their language is found in this 
passage of the Koran, “We sent a prophet only according to the 
language of His people.” Consequently had He sent a pro- 
phet to us He would have surely been of our language, and 
again, had He been for us why did God say to him, “Lo thou 
art one of the apostles sent to warn a people whose fathers I 
have not warned.” He meant the people who served at-Lat 
and al-Uzzah. As for us, behold our fathers were not without 
warnings throughout an extended period, and likewise prophets 
did not fail them. But Mohammed’s message was to a people 
whose fathers had not been warned and who had no Divine 
Law through which to be led aright, therefore he diretced them 
to his law since they were in need of it. And as for other peo- 
ple they had something to lead them aright. It is not proper to 
contradict those who are of another religion since their ir- 
religion and their punishment are not our concern but that of 
the Praised and Exalted One. But it is our duty to fear and 
reverence Him as He commanded us in the Law which He de- 
livered to our prophets. Through it the covenant was assumed 
-by them and by us, as we have pointed out in this treatise. 
Thus spoke one of the learned condemning the bigotry of the 
sects and their strife, “The teachings of bigotry shall not tyran- 
nize forever, for knowledge has appeared in its stead and is 
spread broadcast. Take as proof the fact that the seekers of 
knowledge are going from strength to strength although the 
ignorant multitude are not cognizant of it.”” Since the Creator— 
blessed and exalted be He!—controls the record of all mankind 
according to which they receive their deserts, He brings to light 
their good and their evil deeds just as Holy Writ declares, “The 
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end of the matter makes the whole thing understand: fear God 
and keep His commandments for this is the whole duty of man. 
For every work God bringeth in judgment with every hidden 
thing, whether it be good or whether it be evil.’ 

Know my brother—may God help us and thee to His favor 
—that our servile condition among the nations and the con- 
tempt which is heaped upon us by the other religions were an- 
ticipated by the prescience of the Creator—praised be He!—in 
the beginning of the prosperity of our ancestors that misfor- 
tune would visit us, unhappiness be appropriated to us, the 
land consume us, and servitude destroy us; as the Scriptures at- 
test, “Ye shall perish among the nations, and the land of your 
fathers shall consume you.’”? The nations do revile us, treat 
us contemptuously and turn their hands against us, so that we 
stand among them in speechless terror as the sheep before the 
shearer, even as it is written, “As the ewe is dumb before its 
shearers.”* Because of that the Hebrew poet cries, 


“Oh how I hope unto my God !— 
See Rachel’s children fleeced like sheep !— 
When will this awful exile cease!” 


We are like the sparrow in the hand of a child who plays with 
it until the bird is half dead—and the child kas no compassion { 


There are several poems on that theme, A Hebrew poet com- 
pares us to 


“A sparrow bound to hand of child 

Who thrusts it here and thrusts it there 
And laughs with glee to hear the bird 
Give forth its terror-laden screech.” 


’ 


An Arabian poet likens us to 


About the snares of death— 

“A sparrow captive held 

By child who lets it flutter 

The child makes: this nis pleasure!” 


In fine, they have no pity or compassion upon us, for no one 
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sympathized with us in our dire distress, or as the Scriptures 
express it, “For who hath compassion upon thee, O Jerusalem, 
who pities thee or turns aside to ask after thy well-being?’ 
Our people bewailed their lot in extended threnodies, one of 
which is the Book of Lamentations, All the prophets of blessed 
memory gave expression to that sentiment in their writings. 
Our prince David—peace be upon him!—prophesied in Mizmor 
l’Asaph the destruction of the Temple and the chastisement to 
be meted out to the people: “O God, nations enter into Thy 
inheritence!”? In every generation the sages of our people 
uttered elegies too numerous for tomes to contain or memory 
to retain. 

Thus in these times Shelomo Hakkatan* and Rabbi Jehu- 
dah Hallewi have written volumes of that kind. We shall quote 
two or three stanzas from their works because of their literary 
excellence and the surpassing beauty of the sentiment, The 
following is from Shelomo—may God have compassion upon 
him— 


“Our years pass in poverty and contempt. 
For light we hoped but our lot is shame and humiliation! 
Serfs rule over us in exile! 


Save, O Lord, for Thine is the power! 
For Thy Name’s sake, O Lord, show us a propitious sign! 
O Lord, when will the wonders cease! 


Sheshech ruled o’er me, laying me prostrate ; 
I was captive taken by Seir, Greece and Persia; 
They scattered me through Elam, Meshech and Tyre; 


Also Ishmael slew and devastated 
For years five hundred and fifty-nine.* 
O Lord, when will the wonders cease!” 

Another poem of his—may God have mercy upon him!—has 
these lines: 


Aer eoVe ee Sia LA XLS, ft. . 2m’ Gebirol: 
*Refer to Translator’s Introduction to the Bustan. 
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“Wounded and crushed, beneath my load I sigh, 
Despised and abject, outcast, trampled low; 
How long, O Lord, shall of violence cry, 
My heart dissolve with woe? 
How many years without a gleam of light, 
Has thralldom been our lot, our portion pain! 
With Ishmael as a lion in his might, 
And Persia as an owl of darksome night, 
Beset on either side, behold our plight 
Betwixt the twain. 
Wherefore wilt Thou forget us, Lord, for aye? 
Mercy we crave! 
O, Lord, we hope in Thee alway, 
Our King will save!’ 


Lines from Rabbi Jehuda Hellewi—may God have mercy 
upon him! 
“My oaks? are wither’d! 
My strength doth fail! 
Calamity has o’ertaken me! 
My way is hedg’d about! 
Friends have ceas’d; 
Shepherds disappear’d, 
And the wicked destroy 
The vine of Samadar. 
The wonderful secret 
No one reveals. 
Majesty goes into exile 
Amongst thorns and thistles. 
Mine enemies are lords, 
And many mine accusers! 
They are unto me as scorpions— 
Loving kindness has vanished! 
Woe unto me for I sojourn in Meshech, 
I dwell in the tents of Kedar!’ 
tTranslation by Nina Davis, “Songs of Exile by Hebrew Poets.” 
? According to Harkavy the “oaks” are probably the trees which were 
at the entrance to the Temple, mentioned in Ezek. XL and XLI. 
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The number of such effusions is very great. Were it not that 
we have firm confidence in the promises of God, were it not 
for our firm conviction that He does not contradict the testi- 
mony given by the great prophets in their authentic books 
handed down to us from father to son, we would have been 
lost, we would have perished, yea every single one of us! And 
especially have we confidence in this word of God, “And yet 
for all that, when they be in the land of their enemies I wlil 
not cast them away neither will I abhor them to destroy them 
utterly.” Although we were beset by these terrible condi- 
tions and intense sufferings we held fast to His Divine Law 
and gave ear to His mandates, we had confidence in His cove- 
nants and therefore did not set any of them aside, as it is writ- 
ten, “All this is come upon us, yet have we not forgotten Thee, 
neither have we dealt falsely with Thy covenant.”? And fur- 
thermore: “Have we forgotten the Name of our God or spread 
out our hands unto a strange god? Behold God may search into 
this.” Had any of the other nations been visited with a tenth 
of a tenth, or even less of the misfortunes suffered by us from 
the remote past down to the very present, they would abandon 
whatever religious faith they possess, they would desert their 
sects at short notice. Far be it from the Almighty God—lauded 
be His name, and exalted His Praise!—to carry out His threat 
against us or leave His promise unfulfilled. The Truthful 
One does not blast thy hopes, as He Himself hath declared, 
“For I am the Lord—those that hope in Me shall not be put to 
shame.”* Verily such is the hope we cherish day by day. He 
makes this promise and fulfills it unto us in the time anticipated 
by His prescience, the time ordained by His power and unshak- 
able decree. Had our sins interfered with the fulfillment of the 
promise God would have allowed for it as He is aware of our 
feebleness in exile and our inability to carry out the Divine 
Law. By my life, it is our duty to be more circumspect than 
the other people with regard to religious matters. Especially is 
it our duty to fulfill certain commands, as for instance those re- 
lating to the Sabbath, circumcision, Passover, the menses, and 


ATev. SOX VI, 440) 7 Ps RLTV; 18, “Idem XLTYV, 2r. 1.4 BD. Cae 


114 THE GARDEN OF WISDOM 


others which we find it possible to observe, viz. “Ye 
shall. not. -commit adultery,** Ye ‘shall> not ‘steal’ ‘ete., 
so that, unlike all the other nations, we should have 
none of our people appearing in the streets as_ har- 
lots, idolators or murderers. If we earnestly consider 
our shortcomings even partially as much as the nations 
notice them, and lay them bare in the manner the nations ex- 
pose them for us, there would be nothing against us. Thou 
knowest the story how “the Lord said because the daughters 
of Zion are haughty,”* how the prophets reproached them, 
and the terrible punishment that was thereafter visited upon 
them, hastening the ruin of the Temple and of the whole coun- 
try. Truly He hath visited our nation with the full measure of 
calamities, as it is written, ‘““For she hath taken double from the 
Lord for all her sins.”* How many of the other nations served 
Him only with innumerable transgressions, disobedience, rob- 
bery, guile, wrath and bloodshed! But we recognize full well 
that the Creator has imposed greater responsibilities upon us 
than upon others, and that He deals with us more severely 
than with them. Our punishment He determines, theirs not. 
In this manner God shows His love for us, by this means does 
He ennoble us, as we have explained in the early part of this 
chapter. Our Law and their Law unite in testifying to that. 
In no wise can they escape this fact, especially when God had 
promised to our ancestors Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, as indi- 
cated in the passage, “All of you stand this day before the Lord 
your God . . . to enter into the covenant of the Lord . 

that He may raise thee this day to be unto Him a nation 
and that He may be unto thee a God, as He hath spoken unto 
thee and as He swore unto thy fathers Abraham, Isaac and 
Jacob.”® We shall explain that by means of an illustration. 
An expert physician visiting two patients observes that one 
of them is on the point of death, but the other has a firm hold 
on life and there is every reason to believe that he will recover. 
The physician says to their relatives: “Keep this one warm. 
Let him eat only a specific kind of food and drink, only a spe- 
cific kind of liquid and carefully weighed. Let him not take 
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too freely of food or drink.” He here refers to the patient 
whom he expects to recover. Then he adds, “Let the other 
patient do just as he pleases: eat what he pleases and drink 
what he pleases, irregardless of weight, and withhold nothing 
from him.” But this because his case is hopeless. Thus God— 
who to be sure is far exalted above any comparison—has for- 
bidden us much in the way of food, drink, garments, marriage 
and other things, but did not in like manner restrict other na- 
tions, as it is written, “He stood and measured the earth; He 
saw and bound nations.” What He permits to one nation 
He did not impose upon others, as it is written, “He declares 
His words to Jacob, His statutes and judgments to Israel. He 
hath not done thus to any other nation.” Likewise, He gave 
righteous statutes and judgments: He does not grant respite 
to anyone who transgresses them wilfully. Concerning that it 
is said, “Thy testimonies are exceedingly true 73 and again 
“The testimonies of the Lord are true.”* Since He regards 
us as pre-eminent, He holds us to strict account in this present 
fleeting life, as it is written, “Only you do I know from among 
all the nations of the earth. Therefore I visit upon you all 
your iniquities.”> The full meaning of “I know” is “I know 
your superiority,” e. g., “I know thee by name.”® He hastens 
to chastise us that He may purify us from our sins just as the 
intelligent and affectionate father promptly administers bitter 
medicine to his son against the boy’s will, in order to purge 
his body of deleterious waste. The father certainly knows bet- 
ter than the boy what is for his good. It is therefore incum- 
bent upon us to accept His chastisement cheerfully that ours 
may be the reward. He imposes severe penalties upon us in 
order to make our portion beautiful, for it is written, “Whom- 
soever the Lord loveth he chastiseth.”? We therefore pray 
God to cause both of us to be of His pious ones, His beloved 
prophets, His regents and His favorites, that He may make 
us rejoice through His mercy, and through His might make 
our end happy. Finished is the sixth chapter, there follows it 


1Habak. III, 6. ?Ps. CXLVII, 19, 20. *Idem, XCIII, 5. 
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CHAPTER VII. 


This chapter treats of the other world, the termination, to 
which belongs Paradise, the Abode of life and eternity. 

Know, my brother,—may God help both of us through His 
spirit !—that the Creator,—may He be praised, He who is glor- 
ious and mighty !—gradually carries man from one state to an- 
other, each state being loftier, more exalted and nobler than 
the one preceding.t The proof thereof is the following. Orig- 
inally a man exists not in actuality but only potentially in min- 
erals and plants and later appears as semen in the loins of his 
parent. Then God carries him, as a drop of semen, from the 
loins of his father to the womb where a natural force, bestowed 
by the Universal Soul, unites with him. That force, called 
growth, causes him to develop in the blood of the courses 
until the drop of semen finally becomes a foetus. For after 
the semen is in the womb a quantity of coagulated blood is 
gradually formed with the aid of the All-Wise and Omnipotent 
One. This blood rolls together and becomes flesh and bone. 
Through the providence of God its inherent capacity for devel- 
opment increases until its form is finished and its structure 
complete. The unborn infant then quietly awaits the divinely 
appointed time when he is to be brought forth from his dark 
prison, by way of a very narrow path, into the air of this world. 
In that prison he did not see the sun, the moon or the stars, 
and was away from the breath of the world with its pleasant 
food, beautiful garments and numerous other pleasures. When 
going forth into the air of the world he weeps most grievously 
and breathes spasmodically at the loss of his former habitation, 
for he knows not that the Creator took him from a condition 
of imperfection to one of greatness, from low to noble degree. 
He is now endowed with another one of the natural forces 
which the Universal soul bestows so generously. This force 
is called the sensual: It makes him conscious of cold and heat, 
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fatigue and pain, and enables him to find pleasure in rest, sleep 
and nutriment. The blood which served as constructive mate- 
rial, is made palatable by God that the child may suck it from 
the breasts. It is not oversweet, loathsome, sour, salty or 
greasy. Not a single one of its ingredients is unpleasant: it 
is pure, mild, savory and not Overcopious. When it flows the 
channel does not get clogged and the suction is not difficult. 
The child remains in this condition for some time. After he 
has been weaned and the four years! of his infancy completed 
he is endowed with another force by the Universal Soul,—the 
faculty of speech. He utters words, at first with difficulty, ad- 
vancing step by step and according to the manner and method 
of the first two powers, growth and sensation. He walks upon 
his feet, eats and drinks, speaks, learns to write and to read, 
and commits to memory what he can until he attains puberty. 
Then comes the faculty of understanding, in every way SUu- 
perior to the first three powers. He distinguishes good front 
evil, and is duty bound to learn the laws religious and civil. 
He continues to develop along these lines until he becomes a 
man of thirty years. From that time on up to his fortieth year 
he gains in understanding and knowledge. Some time between 
his fiftieth and sixtieth years he is endowed with the force of 
spirituality, the richest and most complete of the emanatory 
forces.2 Finally there occurs his translation at the moment 
pre-ordained by God. He brings him to the Dwelling of the 
other world, to happiness or to misery, which ever his con- 
duct has earned for him in this world. All the pleasures of 
this world when compared with those of the Future World are 
not as much as a drop of water compared to the whole sea. In 
like manner, the foetus’s pleasure in the womb of its mother 
is not as much as a kirat® to the one hundred million pleasures 
of this world. Consequently what we have stated above is 
perfectly clear, that God takes man from one state to another, 
each loftier than the other, and that the last is a state loftier, 


1 Naturanschauung, p. 162. 

2 As regards the stages of man’s physical, intellectual and spiritual dev- 
elopment Nathanel differs somewhat from the Ihwan as-Safa, but is 
manifestly influenced by them. Cf. Weltseele, p. 22; Naturanschauung, 
p. 162, *A kirat equals four grains. 
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a gradation higher, a degree nobler than this world in every 
respect, beyond definition and description. Since that is so, 
men are ignorant of the nature of the After-life and cannot 
conceive it, for they are accustomed to this world. They are 
like the foetus which is ignorant of the appearance of the world 
since it is accustomed to imprisonment in the womb. Suppose 
we could ask the foetus the appearance of the world—the foetus 
being accustomed to the womb in the abdomen of its mother: 
“Which dost thou prefer,—to remain where thou art, or to go 
forth to a very spacious place of ampler atmosphere, where 
blow the wild winds and the gentle zephyrs of the world? 
Therein are foods of divers savors, garments of every color, 
marriage, wine, covers and cushions, sun, moon, stars, min- 
erals and animals, not to mention a host of other desirable 
things.” The foetus, surprised at our speech, would answer, 
“Far be it from me! I prefer my present habitation, seeing 
that it provides more repose and better shelter than all you 
have mentioned. For I am where heat, cold, wind and rain 
cannot reach me.” Were it possible, my brother, for us to 
talk thus with the foetus we could listen to its answer and ac- 
cept its explanation out of consideration for its ignorance of 
this earthly dwelling and all that is therein, and because its in- 
tellect is too limited to conceive the world. The Creator, 
knowing far better than the foetus what is for its good, trans- 
lates it from one condition to another according to the dictates 
of divine wisdom. And thus it is, my brother, with the chil- 
dren of this world. When the prophet said unto them, “Serve 
God as He should be served and be indifferent to the things 
the world prizes so highly, for He has a rich reward prepared 
for you in His Paradise wherein is that which delights the soul 
and pleases the eye,” men were ignorant of the other life be- 
cause of their inability to conceive it. They desired eternal 
happiness in this earthly dwelling, not knowing that its pleas- 
ures are torment and its health illness. That was due to their 
limited knowledge of the world. Eat only a morsel of what 
it gives and make light of what it values. Look upon its 
wealthy as insignificant and its powerful as contemptible. One 
of the pious, ridiculing this world, exclaimed: “Fie upon it! 
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Its sweetest eatable—honey—comes from a bee. Its finest 
material for garments—silk—comes from a worm. Its most 
fragrant perfume—musk—comes from a beast.t Its most 
agreeable thing—sexual intercourse—is like discharging urine 
from the bladder.” In fine, my brother, if we wish to keep in 
good health we must retire regularly to an unoccupied spot and 
purge ourselves of this world. 

Men’s ignorance of the Future World is indeed excusable, 
for in the search after knowledge we reach impassable limits. 
This is shown by the fact that God made men moderate in 
every respect. Note his body. It is not unwieldy like that of 
the elephant, the camel, the rhinoceros or other huge unwieldy 
animals. His prehensiles are not like theirs: his are not like 
a canine tooth, a claw, a talon, a hoof or a quadruped’s foot. 
Neither is he like the smaller animals and reptiles, but is a 
creature of the most perfect symmetry in moderation. 

Likewise, God did not make his soul actually like that of 
the angels or like the souls of brutes, but the medium between 
these two extremes. Finally there is the moderation of his 
mechanism. As for the sense of sight, he can see and under- 
stand only what is near when its form and color are revealed 
by light: for when light vanishes color cannot be seen in the 
darkness. Likewise, the sense of hearing: he hears that which 
is near and gentle but with difficulty that which is distant or 
terrible, as for instance the motion of the celestial spheres, thun- 
derbolts or any frightful sound. And likewise, he cannot hear 
the walking of the ant because of its lightness.” Similarly, the 
sense of touch: he is not able to touch fire because of its ex- 
treme heat or air because of its rareness. Similarly, the fac- 
ulty of speech: he is not able to utter two or more words at 
the same time, not to mention that he cannot bray like an ass, 
and so on. Likewise, his foods are moderate. He cannot eat 
thorns, fruit stones, dry grasses or nauseating food or drink 
nauseating water, after the manner of brutes; neither can he 
eat wood as worms do. All his necessities are moderate in de- 
gree and manner, 


*The mall musk deer. * Anthropologie, p. 112. 
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When all this is clear, we can show that he also cannot 
know or comprehend what is beyond his power. The Scrip- 
tures refer to this matter in the words addressed by the Most 
Holy to Moses al-Kalim: “Thou canst not see my face, for 
man cannot behold Me and live.”? One of the commentators 
explains the passage thus, “It is impossible for thee to gaze 
upon my essence, for mortal cannot see me and live.” 

Furthermore, the senses cannot attain a higher power to 
the measure of power than that which God has meted out to 
them. The faculty of speech does not trespass upon the func- 
tion of the faculty of hearing, and hearing not upon smell, touch, 
or taste.* This rule applies to all the faculties. The sources 
of taste are limited to nine: sweetness, bitterness, acidity, salti- 
ness, greasiness, pungency, astringency, vileness and purity. 
There are alo many secondary tastes which no one but God 
can enumerate. The characteristics of tangible things are lim- 
ited to ten: they may be hot or cold, wet or dry, heavy or light, 
hard or soft, rough or smooth, Things visible can have six 
colors: white, black, red, green, yellow and blue. And like- 
wise things with regard to odor are either sweet-smelling or 
ill-smelling. Sounds are practically limitless in number, inas- 
much as the utterances of men vary according to the dialects 
of the Arabs, the Barbarian, the Hindoo, the Persian and oth- 
ers; according to the sounds emitted by the different species 
of animals, birds and reptiles; the sounds of thunder and of 
the blowing winds and the like; the sounds of trumpets, of 
cymbals, of the bare knees when knocked together, the sound 
caused by striking something earthy against something metal- 
lic, the roaring of the seas, the sounds of the floods and of the 
rains, and others which cannot be numbered except by the One 
who called them into existence—their Creator and their In- 
ceptor,—may His Glory be magnified !4 

Thus it is clear that those who attempt to describe the 
future world have no conception of its qualities or of the mag- 
nitude of its measure because their understanding is too feeble 
and their judgment inadequate for the purpose. To that world 
God translates the deserving, thus liberating them from this 


* Anthropologie, pp. 111, 112. * Ex. X XXIII, 20. * Anthropologie, p. 38. 
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world with its suffering, pain, hunger, thirst, cold, griefs, sor- 
rows, afflictions, misfortunes, misery, the artifices of its inhabi- 
tants, and delivering them from ignorance and from the num- 
berless unrighteous, corrupt, envious and wicked. 

Know, O brother, that God did not create evil, for He 
Himself declares in His perspicuous Book, “God saw all that 
He had made and behold it was very good.” Evil, then, not 
being in the scheme of creation was originated by the descend- 
ants of Adam who concocted and practiced it. We shall treat 
that subject in part. 

Know, O brother,—may God strengthen both of us through 
tis Spirit !—that evil originated with the creatures of the Crea- 
tor, despite the assertion of the prophets, “He maketh peace 
and createth evil, I am the Lord who doeth all these things.” 
We shall explain the matter,—in so far as we are familiar with 
it—with the aid of knowledge we have acquired from others 
by the favor of the Creator—Praise to Him!—and by His 
goodness to us. For if we subject God’s creations to a thor- 
ough examination we find them all good, notwithstanding many 
of them are mutually opposed, as for instance, night and day, 
brightness and darkness, life and death, wealth and poverty, 
etc. His unity and His wisdom are demonstrated by the fact 
that He creates things and their contraries. That, however, 
is not creating evil, although every person not versed in phil- 
osophy thinks that death, poverty, darkness, etc., are evils. 
That is due to the very little exercise he has had in the subtle 
sciences. As for death, it is unmixed good and divine wis- 
dom, as we have partially pointed out in the chapter entitled, 
“Confidence in God.” Poverty! cannot be evil but good, al- 
though those of its advantages which are hidden from us are 
much more numerous than those which the Creator has re- 
vealed. He made His servants poor because He found this 
state more beneficial and more suitable for them, even if it 
shocks them. Among other advantages of poverty is that His 
followers are constantly in need of Him, humble themselves 
before Him, and His praise does not cease from their mouths 


* Although the text has wisdom there can be no doubt that the right 
reading is “ Poverty.” 
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by day or by night, which is not the case with the rich who are 
powerful, arrogant, and neglectful of the mention of God, Their 
activity is limited to their affairs which are of no moment, even 
if they are most successful, for they will have to leave their 
wealth or their wealth will leave them. 

Similarly the poor are secure from the sultan’s oppression 
and his violent treatment of the wealthy; secure from the high- 
waymen; from pilfering by night; free from being overwhelmed 
with care in times of dread; from dissipating their intellectual 
energy in the effort to hold on to wealth; from anxiously watch- 
ing the changes in the prices of goods, whether they have be- 
come cheap or dear; free from guarding the wares in the store- 
houses, and all other things on land and sea. Concerning that 
matter one of the learned remarks, “Let us take our flight to 
God from dissipating our lives.” When he was asked to what 
he had reference, he answered, “Heaping up wealth.” Also the 
sages of blessed memory say, “He that increaseth wealth in- 
creaseth anxiety.” An Arabian poet says likewise, “We in- 
crease our cares when we increase our wealth, for direr than 
all poverty is the amassing of wealth.” In fine, my brother, are 
not the poor free of the characteristics of the envious,—inso- 
lence, wickedness and enviousness of the wealthy? The poor 
are above such things: they are serene in the thought of God 
and their Return, and are indifferent to the possessions of the 
rich. The reward for this is their tranquility. It therefore 
often happens that God forgives them great sins which they 
have committed. It thus comes to pass, also, that through 
God’s favor they are punished in this world as such is prefer- 
able to punishment in the Future World. If they have com- 
mitted no sin they are indeed fortunate. God visits them with 
trials to test them in this world and to discipline them in what 
is nobler, loftier and more exalted than all the wealth of the 
world. Only upon his beloved ones and his saints does He 
bring trials, as it is written, “For whomsoever the Lord loveth 
He correcteth;’? and again, “The Lord tryeth the righteous.’ 
Thus it is clear that poverty is not evil. This subject is con- 
fessedly far more esoteric than exoteric. 


1 Pirke Aboth II, 8. ?Prov. III, 12. *Ps. XI, 5. 
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The same can be said of night and darkness. But for them 
thou wouldst not know the length of years and of months and 
the conjunctions of the planets, and thou couldst not observe 
the stars that shine by night. He who recognizes the measure 
of their Creator’s wisdom and grandeur is in possession of a 
clear and pure philosophy, and is exceptionally intelligent, es- 
pecially in regard to those matters which we have partially 
treated in the chapter entitled, “Confidence in God.” And like- 
wise if time consisted wholly of day the bodies of living beings 
would undoubtedly break down under the strain of trouble, 
fatigue and labor which are connected with the prolongation 
of time, since under such circumstances there would be no 
repose or tranquility. Sleep is called repose, for the Bible says, 
“When I slept, I had repose.” Night thus becomes a good 
thing. Assuredly death is not the loss of life and its annihila- 
tion, for the soul merely abandons the use of the body.? Pov- 
erty is the absence of wealth. Night is the absence of the light 
of the sun; the latter sets beneath the earth, and the shadow of 
the earth darkens the atmosphere.* All this refers to the afore- 
mentioned noble mysteries and wondrous facts comprehended 
only by God. Whomsoever He favors He endows with some 
knowledge of these matters. Such favored ones were the 
prophets and after them the heirs of their learning. 

Thus it is clear that evil was not created by God, Been was 
brought into this world by the sons of Adam. When God en- 
abled them to enjoy all manner of blessings they used these 
blessings for improper purposes and placed them where they 
did not belong, thereby changing the blessing into an evil. 
For instance, God gave man the power to speak of His glory 
and of His positive and negative commands, read His Book 
which He wrote with His own Hand, discourse on that which 
can benefit him, and the like, or as a pious man expressed it, 
“God mercifully designed that speech should bring man profit 
and silence bring him peace.” But if after receiving this bless- 
ing he utters deceitful words, falsehoods, calumnies, frivolities, 


?Job III, 14. *Weltseele, p. 102. 
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contumely, abuse and villification of men, his speech becomes 
wholly evil. Similarly, he does violence with his hands and 
also misuses his other senses. Especially is this the case with 
the ability to have sexual connection with which God endowed 
man for the perpetuation of the human form and the preser- 
vation of the human species, In His code He enjoins men to 
legalize this intercourse by uniting with a chaste woman, such 
as our religion permits, by means of a marriage contract, in 
the presence of witnesses and with the utmost publicity. When 
he cohabits under conditions other than these he commits for- 
nication and his act becomes evil. This holds good even in the 
matter of eating and drinking. When a man indulges therein 
beyond his needs and not in proper time it brings upon him 
pain, aches, swellings and dropsy, and eventually becomes the 
cause of his death. That is wholly evil. And, likewise, all 
other things, even fire. When he does not use its light he is 
benefited with what is baked and cooked by means of it. But 
if he applies the flame too long to things he sets fire to them 
unnecessarily and without profit. That becomes evil. It is 
thus with all existing things. When he makes use of them 
for improper purposes and leaves them where they do not be- 
long, they become evil. 

This is the case even with knowledge. When a man be- 
stows it upon one for whom it was not intended—one unworthy 
of it—it becomes evil; nay, it is the greatest, the hardest and 
deserves a severe punishment from God. Concerning that the 
sages of blessed memory say, “Whosoever raiseth up a dis- 
ciple who is not fit is as culpable as if he had planted a grove 
for idolatry, for it is written, “Thou shalt not plant unto thee 
a grove of any kind of trees.”? Through such a disciple evil 
and wickedness are brought into the world, for he explains 
what he does not understand, busies himself with what he does 
not know, blunders about in darkness and goes astray. On his 
account God brings calamities upon the people of this world, 
as thou hast learnt from the story of Jereboam, son of Nebat, 
concerning whom it is written, “For the sin of Jereboam 
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wherein he sinned and caused Israel to sin.”2_ The Talmud says, 
“Whosoever causes the multitude to sin, the sin of the multi- 
tude rests upon him.” And especially if he raises up a disciple 
who explains the law and gives decisions—then woe unto this 
disciple and still greater woe unto the one who raised him up! 
There is nothing in all this wide world worse than that deed, 
for the sages say, “The sword cometh upon the world because 
of the perversion of justice and because of the one who teaches 
a law of the Torah not according to the accepted decision.” If 
this disciple is leader of the congregation and does not know 
what should be sanctified, then woe unto him and greater woe 
unto the one who set him up as guide; for the sages say, “If 
a man officiates at the reading desk and makes a mistake, it is 
a bad sign for him. If he happens to be the precentor, it is a 
bad sign for the congregation: for the representative and the 
one he represents are regarded in the same light.” 

The precentor should be God-fearing, scholarly, quick of 
comprehension, thorough and fully competent to fulfill all the 
duties connected with his office: to pray, ask forgiveness, ex- 
hort, praise and glorify God, proclaim His Unity, and sanctify 
His Name; and besides that explain the language—the mean- 
ing of words and metaphors, and accurate reading. His age 
should be twenty years or upwards and he should know how 
to argue in the Law, and be acquainted with its inner meaning, 
its commentaries and its subtleties. And it is further neces- 
sary that he should be pious and upright, and free from any 
bodily defect. But if a man without these qualities goes pre- 
sumptiously before the ark, Scripture says concerning him, 
even though his voice be pleasant, “Mine inheritance has be- 
come like a lion in the wilderness. It giveth forth its voice 
against me: therefore do I hate it.”* The sages of blessed 
memory say this refers to the congregation that sends down 
before the ark a precentor who is unfit. This applies even 
when his voice is pleasant. For sometimes conceit gets the 
upper hand of such a precentor and he says things which are 
improper, and thus removes Israel afar from their Father in 
Heaven. If the precentor is a youth possessing all the qual- 
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ities we have mentioned, or is an adult whose house is free 
from transgression and whose youth was becoming—no evil 
report concerning his early years having gone forth against 
him—and people do not speak ill of him, is loved by God 
and desired by men, his prayer is heard before the Throne 
of Glory and renders Israel acceptable to their Father in 
Heaven. He must be beloved if the Holy One—blessed be He! 
—is to lend a favorable ear to his entreaties. 

And likewise the Jewish community that appoints a man as 
judge must see to it that he possesses all these good qualities, 
and in addition be competent to investigate and also know 
forty-nine reasons for the pure and the impure,’ together with 
the other qualities that the sages note in scholars. And simi- 
larly the seven qualities which the sages mention in regard to 
disciples and the ways of peace and the ways of the scholar?— 
all of them mean in effect that he should fulfill the injunction, 
“Perfect shalt thou be with the Lord thy God.” The chief oi 
all qualities, the first and the foremost, is the fear of Heaven, 
as it is written, “The beginning of wisdom is the fear of the 
Lord.”* 

A more detailed explanation of the qualities every precentor 
should possess occurs in the rabbinical writings. We shall give 
a clear exposition of the subject with the help of God that he 
who considers it may benefit thereby, please God. 

Said our veracious ancestors: “The rabbis have tradited, ‘If 
a man has a full beard he is fit to be a precentor. The decision 
is according to the view of Rabbi who says, one is fit from the 
time he is twenty years old.” 

We have found the following in the Responses: “Tf a city 
in Israel has no one experienced in descending before the ark 
except one man who is ofttimes busy with his own work, but 
there are some youths of eighteen or seventeen, whose beards 
are not yet full, what is to be done? They may be appointed 
precentors to discharge the duty of the people so that none of 
the prayers need be omitted. Hence we see that the statement 
of the sages to the effect that if a man has a full beard he can 
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be a precentor, means that a beard is desirable, though not nec- 
essary ; and especially if the person in question has been highly 
respectable from his childhood up. Rather than omit the 
‘Kadosh,’ ‘Baruch,’ ‘Yimloch,’ and ‘Y’he sh’me rabba,’ we do 
not insist upon his being at least eighteen or seventeen years 
old: he may be only thirteen years and one day old, even 
though ordinarily he could not officiate as precentor. For 
when we say, ‘It is a general rule that whosoeveris notin duty 
bound to carry out an ordinance cannot discharge the duty of 
the masses. But it is quite proper to have a youth of thirteen 
years and one day or more officiate when it is impossible to 
secure someone older.” 

We have found also the following in the Responses: “If the 
sexton of the congregation is to act as precentor, this fact is 
announced, perchance some one else can officiate instead of 
him. When this procedure is adopted and they put another in 
his place—one who will cause Israel to be favored by their 
Father in Heaven, it is imperative that this man be pious, up- 
right, and without any bodily defect whatsoever. If he is not 
such, concerning him the Scriptures say, ‘Mine inheritance has 
become unto me as a lion in the forest. It giveth forth its 
voice against me, therefore I hate it.’ Mar Zutra bar Tobiah 
said in the name of Rab, ‘This has reference to those that send 
down before the ark a precentor not qualified to officiate, es- 
pecially on Yom Kippur and on the other fast days.’ For it is 
necessary that the precentor should have the qualities specified 
above. Rabbi Judah says, ‘A man with a large family with- 
out means and obliged to toil in the field, but whose house is 
free from transgression, who has reached his majority and 
whose youth has been proper, may humbly say the blessing 
and bring the people into favor.’ What is meant by the ex- 
pression ‘whose youth has been proper?’ Abayah says, ‘It means 
that nothing disreputable is said about his character as a youth.’ 
Since it is not necessary to announce who he is, so much the 
less is it necessary to replace him. A precentor’s blindness 
does not disqualify him to officiate, and he should not be re- 
placed so long as his actions are proper and good.” 

And still further we have found the following in the Re- 
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sponses: “If the congregation wishes to have as precentor 
before the ark a man who is not thoroughly conversant with 
the Law but who has a melodious voice, and there happens to 
be present also a scholar who is an adept in the Law but whose 
voice is not melodious, which takes precedence: the scholar 
versed in the Law or he with the melodious voice who is not 
an adept and who occasionally makes incorrect statements? 
Rabbi says, ‘The scholar who is an adept in the Law takes 
precedence; but if he wishes another to take his place then he 
should select the one whose voice is melodioius, provided that 
he knows that the latter will make no mistake in the service; 
otherwise the scholar must officiate.’ From all this we learn 
that whenever the sexton is fit they send him down before the 
ark as the precentor who shall find favor for Israel in the eyes 
of their Heavenly Father. The congregation may replace him 
only with some one who possesses all his good qualities. We 
do not send down before the ark as precentors beardless youths 
under twenty years of age. And even in case of a man who 
has reached his majority but does not understand all connected 
with the office, the same rule holds good. This holds good all 
the more if there is at hand some one superior to him, an aged 
man more versed in the Law, for the former is not an adept. 
Especially does this proviso obtain in the case of one who is 
given to incorrect statements or who has a bad reputation: 
they do not send him down before the ark for all these reasons. 
Wherever there is a sexton fully qualified to fill the office no 
one else is preferred. But in case there is no one to descend 
before the ark and act as precentor, neither a sexton nor an- 
other qualified person, rather than omit the ‘“Kadosh,” “Ba- 
ruch” and “Y’he sh’me rabba” we may permit any of the above- 
mentioned to officiate. This applies only in a case where it is 
impossible to get anyone else, the sole condition being that 
the precentor must be thirteen years or more. For thus we 
say, “This is the general rule, ‘Whosoever is not duly bound 
to carry out an ordinance cannot discharge the duty of the 
masses.’ ”’ 

Thus, my noble brother—may God direct thee in the right 
path!—thou clearly understandest the substance of what the 
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fathers of blessed memory said about the qualities of the pre- 
centor, viz., that he should be acute, penetrating, patient, gen- 
tle, God-fearing, prudent, scholarly, quick-witted and fully ac- 
quainted with those duties for the performance of which he is 
sent into the presence of God. He should be a person twenty 
years old or more and thoroughly conversant with the Law, 
its reasons and subtleties. Whatever he learns is to intensify 
his reverence for God. If it is clear that he has acquired all 
of the above excellencies and his fruits show themselves de- 
sirable and excellent—such as the Scripture speaks of, ’the 
fruit of the tree of life’'—then he is worthy to be the leader. 
There is every reason to expect that he will be successful—that 
the necessities of the congregation will through him receive 
favorable attention, according to the word of the sages, “We 
gain merit through the meritorious,” and conversely, “blame 
through the blameworthy.” If he fears God and stands in awe 
of Him, the Holy One decides the affairs of the community at 
his hands, bestows upon him whatever he desires, and carries 
out his requests, even as the saint declared, “The pleasure of 
those who fear Him He doeth.”? It is highly desirable that 
thou, my brother, belong to this class. May God enable thee 
to attain righteousness, and in His mercy and beneficence keep 
thee afar from iniquity. 

The man who bestows knowledge upon one unworthy of it 
is condemned by the learned in unmeasured terms.? They 
compare him to the fornicator who deposits the sperma hom- 
inis where it should not abide. But the punishment of one who 
squanders knowledge is greater. For the one who deposits the 
semen where it should not abide brings forth a corporeal being 
who becomes a worthless fellow known as a bastard. But he 
who deposits knowledge in one unworthy of it brings forth a 
spiritual form, wastes that knowledge and injures philosophy, 
seeing that that spiritual form becomes satanic. For thus the 
wise have said, “Do not bestow knowledge upon those un- 
worthy of it, lest ye do violence to it; and withhold it not from 
those worthy of it, lest ye do violence to them.”* 
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The arguments advanced enable us, then, to clearly under- 
stand that it is not the Creator—blessed and exalted be He!—- 
but man that is the cause of evil. God created all man’s ap- 
purtenances for good but he makes use of them for evil pur- 
poses and thus becomes wicked. From the passage, “He cre- 
ates evil (ra’)”! we are to infer that He creates evil man but 
not evil, for the expression “ra’” is used adjectively, as for 
instance you say, “An evil man,” “An evil ruler,” and the like. 
It must be beyond the Praised One to create evil, lies, decep- 
tion, frivolity, falsehood and calumny, seeing that He has for- 
bidden all such to us. Thus when God visits obstinate sinners 
with severe penalties, e. g., such as are mentioned in the pas- 
sage, “Behold I bring evil upon the house of Jeroboam, and 
will cut off from Jeroboam him that pisseth against the wall 
and him that is shut up and left in Israel, and will take away 
the remnant of the house of Jeroboam as a man taketh away 
dung until it is all gone. Him that dieth of Jeroboam shall 
the dogs eat; and him that dieth in the field shall the fowls 
of the air eat: for the Lord hath spoken it”?—it is for the pur- 
pose of chastising. If from one point of view this is evil, from 
another it is good, since punishment is meted out to the wicked 
and the perverse for their good, to purge away their evil; and 
it is good for others who should be warned thereby and not do 
the like themselves. Thus God warned Israel, “All these 
abominations shall ye not do that the land may not vomit you 
forth.”* In fine, the object thereof is that those who are un- 
touched should see to it that they are warned through those 
who are punished, as it is written, “And those who are leit 
shall hear and fear, and shall no more act presumptiously.’”* 

And if someone asks, “Why did He create serpents and rapa- 
cious beasts, which are evil?” we answer that in that act there 
is nothing detrimental; on the contrary, they benefit man in 
various ways; and besides, most of them are afraid of him. Of 
the manifest benefits we instance the consumption of beasts of 
prey to satisfy the demands of the stomach. Then there is 
death prevailing on the face of the earth: were it not that it 
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changes life and reduces places to ruin there would ensue 
plague and disease, and all the order would become destroyed. 
Similarly, God placed poison in the corners of the mouths of 
serpents to enable them to secure their food. It is also useful 
in compounding powerful treacle for expelling poisons from 
the bodies of human beings. The learned physicians speak of 
this in their works. Likewise, the beasts of prey. God placed 
them in the world as his troops to be let loose against those 
that rebel against him, just as He did in the case of Pharaoh 
and his people. He threatened to let them loose against our 
people who had rebelled against Him, as we read, “And I shall 
send against you the beasts of the field;’? and furthermore, 
“Thus saith the Lord, Verily have I sent my four severe penal- 
ties: sword, famine, pestilence and wild beasts.”? They are his 
troops whom he brought into the world for a good purpose: 
that they may become righteous. Thus it is clear, my brother, 
that evil was not of God’s making. 

Neither did falsehood originate with God. Concerning that 
the sages say, “We find that God created everything in His 
world except the quality of falsehood for the sons of man de- 
vise it in the heart.” The majority of evils and sins follow in 
the wake of the lie, from it issue sore calamities. It is the 
origin and source of most of them. Thou hast learnt how God 
blamed the liars for persisting in their lies to the extent of 
denying Him. He says, “They have belied the Lord, and have 
said, ‘He is not: evil shall not come upon us.’”* And again, 
“They have taught their tongues to speak lies and weary them- 
selves to commit iniquity.”* The sword is released on its ac- 
count, as we read, “Because of falsehood (shav) did I smite your 
children, reproof they did not accept.”®> The prophets of false- 
hood are likewise rebuked in a number of passages. Falsehood 
also became one of the aggregate causes of the destruction of 
the Temple, as we read, “Go about the streets of Jerusalem and 
Scena 2a thsyexcan finda man ...... that seeketh, the 
truth.78 
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Should some one ask, “Why does God create the unright: 
eous, seeing that He knows in advance that they will prefer 
disobedience to His service, will oppress His servants and 
work havoc on His earth?’ we answer that theology gives a 
number of reasons. One is that God created the wicked to be 
useful, but they disdained their usefulness and make choice of 
disobedience. Thus they injure themselves: the blame rests 
upon themselves not upon God, as we read, “From your own 
hands has this come upon you;”! “As for their way, upon their 
own head I have placed it, saith the Lord God,’* in order to 
make manifest His wisdom. He created the disobedient that 
one may un@erstand the excellence of the virtuous, that the 
obedient may be distinguished from the disobedient, and that 
man may take warning from the condition of both of them— 
emulate the obedient and eschew the way of the disobedient. 
Another reason is that by means of the wicked He tests His 
pious servants in this mundane dwelling, as the sages of blessed 
memory say, “The wicked punisheth the wicked, and the Lord 
punisheth both of them.” Finally there are various reasons 
why He is long suffering with them during their life time. 
One is that people may not say that had not God hastened to 
mete out punishment to a certain man but granted him a re- 
spite he surely would have repented and acted righteously. By 
granting him a respite God silences their apologies and re- 
proaches, There is another reason. If a man hastens to wreak 
vengeance upon his enemy it is because he fears that the lat- 
ter may die, become poor or that he will flee from him to an- 
other country; or he fears all this for himself, and therefore is 
prompted to act hastily and with dispatch and grants no re- 
spite. But it is otherwise with God, for He is free from such 
qualities. He does not fear death or poverty: and is not anx- 
iously concerned about the flight and escape of the one who 
rebels against Him since that man is in His hand and power, 
as it is written, “If a man hide himself in secret places shall IT 
not see him? saith the Lord.”* And His saint—peace be upon 
Him !—said, “Whither shall I go from Thy spirit? Whither 
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shall I flee from Thy presence? If I ascend into the heavens, 
Thou art there: if I make my bed in Sheol, behold Thou art 
there. Were I to take the wings of the dawn and alight in the 
uttermost parts of the sea, even there Thy hand would lead me 
and Thy right hand hold me. If I say, Surely darkness shall 
cover me, the night becomes light about me. Yea, the darkness 
hideth not from Thee, but the night shineth as the day: dark- 
ness and light are alike unto Thee.”? And it is further written, 
“Tf they hide themselves from my sight in the bottom of the 
sea, even there will I command the serpent to bite them.’” 

Verily when man does right or wrong he benefits or injures 
not God, but himself, for it is written, “If thou be wise, thou 
art wise for thyself; but if thou scornest thou alone shalt bear 
it.”* i, e., thou shalt bear thine own iniquity. And it is further 
written, “If thou sinnest what dost thou against Him; or if thy 
transgressions be multiplied, what dost thou unto Him? If 
thou be righteous what givest thou Him or what receiveth He 
of thy hand? Thy wickedness may hurt a man as thou art; 
and thy righteousness may profit the son of Man.’”* 

In this connection a pious man uttered a beautiful senti- 
ment: “God created the wicked that He might manifest His 
generosity in pardoning them and in favoring them with for- 
giveness ; for He takes pleasure in beneficence, grace, forgive- 
ness and all manner of kindness. The wicked, however, are 
too foolish to appreciate this and are therefore delivered over 
to severe punishment. All this accords with what the saint 
declared when describing God, “He is merciful, forgiving in- 
iquity, and does not wantonly destroy.”® His prophets said, 
“Who is like unto Thee bearing with iniquity, forgiving the 
transgression of the remnant of His inheritance?’”® God Him- 
self says, “For I the Lord am righteous, I will not keep anger 
forever.”” We mention this because it is a beautiful utterance. 
Assuredly He did not form us that we should turn against Him 
bur ito >have full\confidence! in| Him.) ... Caacuna)) 6 sc & 
seeing that He is able to act without anyone’s interference. A 
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very saintly man said, “Were you not to sin verily God would 
create other people who would sin and whom he would forgive 
to exercise His clemency.” Yes, my brother, even if we were 
wholly righteous it would not be proper to rely upon our right- 
eousness but upon His mercy, as it is written, ‘““Not because of 
our righteousness do we place our supplications before Thee, 
but in reliance upon Thy abundant mercies.””* 

He who is translated from this world not lacking in knowl- 
edge and good works, agreeable qualities, pure morals, proper 
religious tenets, piety and chastity, has earned for himself the 
Dwelling of Reward and Life Eternal. One of the learned 
says, “In this world precedence is given to the generous; in 
the world to come, to the righteous.” Such a one is like the 
newborn infant which appears in the breath of this world with 
limbs, organs and mechanism all complete. But one who 
leaves this world in a state of imperfection, ignorance and sin- 
fulness is unworthy to share in the bliss of the Future and de- 
serves severe punishment. He may be likened to a newborn 
infant that appears from its mother’s womb with organs, limbs 
and senses that are defective? And even if this were to the 
extent of only a single member it could not make that member 
perfect in this world. Similarly, it avails not the sinner to cry, 
“Let me return to the world that I may act righteously.”® 

Know, my brother,—may God help us both to attain His 
favor! —that the soul is the noblest entity and that God cre- 
ated for her this splendid temple and caused her to dwell there- 
in. For her purposes He furnished it with all its organs and 
limbs, external and internal. He fashioned it for her like a 
populous city, she being like a monarch with absolute authority 
over all in the city—not a single person therein disregards what 
she commands or what she forbids. She is disciplined in the 
term of her residence in the body, which term her Creator has 
pre-ordained and at the expiration of which He sees fit to 
translate her to His glorious Dwelling. She is translated either 
happy or unhappy, according to her deserts. It is her duty to 
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conduct herself according to the divine commands, be thor- 
oughly at home in philosophic discipline, nourish herself with 
thé theological sciences,? be purified through the spiritual sci- 
ences, be alert in the service of Heaven, imitate Divinity as 
far as lies in human power, then she will inhale holy forms, and 
be attached to the universal soul, so that light will shine upon 
her and she will become like a beautifully polished mirror in a 
dwelling amidst gardens, pleasant breezes and fragrant flowers, 
and the essence of the Merciful One for immortality and per- 
fect happiness to all eternity. No power of the mind can image 
or conceive it—that which eye does not see, ear does not hear 
and which does not enter into the heart of mortal. Behold the 
prophets have said, “Eye hath not seen, O God, besides Thee 
what He hath prepared for him that waiteth for Him;’* “How 
great is Thy goodness which Thou hast laid up for them that 
fear Thee; which Thou hast wrought for those that trust in 
Thee ;”* “Who shall ascend the mount of the Lord and who 
shall stand in His holy place?’’® “Lord who shall abide in Thy 
tabernacle, who shall dwell in Thy holy mount? He that walk- 
eth and worketh righteously and speaketh the truth in his heart, 
He that neither backbiteth with his tongue nor doeth evil to 
his neighbor ;”* “Thine eyes shall see the King in His beauty ;”? 
meaning the light and the essence of the King of Kings—bless- 
ed be He! “And they that be wise shall shine as the bright- 
ness of the firmanent; and they that turn many to righteous- 
ness, as the stars forever and ever;”® “Thus saith the Lord, if 
thou wilt go in my way . . . I will give thee companions 
of these who stand by.”® 

The illustrious and authoritative prince, Moses our master, 
made frequent reference to future reward and punishment. Had 
there not been so few in his generation capable of grasping it 
he surely would have unveiled the matter. Besides, the people 
were unrighteous of heart; for as thou hast learnt, God did not 
suffer any of them to remain save Joshua and Caleb. Moses, 
however, made frequent allusion to the subject: “The Lord 
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commanded us to do all these statutes for our good throughout 
our days, to keep us alive even as this day.’”* And in many 
places it is said, “In order that you may live and it may be Well 
with you.’’? Furthermore, “In order that it may be well with 
thee and that thou mayest prolong thy days;’’* “In order that 
thy days may be prolonged;’’* “In order that your days and 
the days of your children may be multiplied.”> When he speaks 
of prolonged life he includes the eternal life of the Future 
World. It is also written, “And in the day of my visitation I 
shall visit their sins upon them;’’® “Is it not hidden with me, 
sealed up in my treasures?”’? That is equivalent to saying that 
all his days will be spent in uninterrupted bliss or in excruciat- 
ing torment. Moses offered many such hints to our ancestors 
but they did not fully understand them. The Divine Law, the 
Torah, which Moses brought down, was adapted to all manner 
of intellects. In it are passages whose meaning is on the sur- 
face, but for the most part it consists of wondrous mysteries 
comprehensible only by the wise who are few in number, al- 
though even in the generation of Moses our master there were 
people of rationality and intellect, judgment and knowledge. 
To that the Book refers in the passage, ‘““Darda® represents the 
men of the generation of the wilderness who were men of Ssci- 
ence,”® for in that generation were Bezalel, Ohaliab and men 
like them: but then they were few and moreover of various de- 
grees according to their endowments. 

The prophets also refer to the Future Life in passages which 
cannot be comprehended offhand. The like often occurs in 
the veracious traditions. We cite the following: “All of the 
prophets prophesied only with regard to the days of the mes- 
siah. As for the Future World eye hath not seen it. God 
alone will prepare it for the one who hopeth in Him;” “In the 
Future World there is neither eating nor drinking, but the 
pious sit with crowns upon their heads and derive pleasure from 
the radiance of the Shechinah, as it is written, ‘And they saw 
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God, and ate and drank.’”” Thus, my brother, the condition of 
souls obedient to their Creator consists in heeding His com- 
mand and keeping aloof from what He has prohibited. 

Every soul that masters the whole of theory and practice, 
acquires the ways of the prophets and the pious, and treads in 
their paths, will surely achieve uninterrupted happiness unto 
all eternity. As for the wicked, the rebellious, those who turn 
against the Lord, His prophets, His saints, and His God-fear- 
ing men, who turn back from the path which leads to good 
works, abandon commendable habits and follow ruinous ones,— 
such as we have mentioned in the explanation of man in the 
second chapter of this book—and are under the sway of accu- 
mulated ignorance; the light of their soul gives way to dark- 
ness, and the beauty of their soul becomes obscured, She can 
not raise herselfbecause of the weight of her burdens, She is like 
unto an uneven, dusty looking mirror which does not yield to 
the polisher, Culture in nowise benefits her. In this world such 
exist in blindness, and in darkness do they wander about, ac- 
cording to the word of the prophets, “The wicked are silent in 
darkness ;’* “They feel about in darkness, there is nq light ;” 
“In darkness he comes and in darkness he goes, and with dark- 
ness his name is covered.”? In the other world they are in an 
exceedingly base condition, in an extremely vile dwelling, ipf a 
most deplorable state, as it is written, “And they shall go forth 
and see the carcasses of those who transgress against me, for 
their worm does not die;’’* “With the fire and the sword of the 
Lord shall all flesh be judged, and numerous shall be the slain 
of the Lerd;’® “For Tofteh has been prepared of old.”* Such, 
then, is the fate of the lost, in so far as we are able to dwell 
upon it. 

‘Had it not been for the fear that our book might fall into 
the hands of some one that can not understand it thoroughly,— 
one not versed in the divine ordinances, theology and_phil- 
osophy—we would have given an explanation of the subject of 
reward and punishment more precise than that in this treatise, 
profounder than this exposition and miore remarkable than 
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these hints, based on the knowledge vouchsafed unto us by 
God and that which we have acquired from others. For as 
previously indicated, we have not given expression in this book 
to a single word on our own authority and have not put forth 
a single opinion that is original, but have learnt it all from oth- 
ers through the favor and goodness of God. Of Him we ask 
in matters religious and worldly,—His mercy, pardon, favor 
and the gift of His wisdom, as it is written, “For the Lord giv- 
eth wisdom; from His mouth are knowledge and understand- 
ing.’”? 

The book is finished, with the help of God, just as Rabbi 
Nathanel bar Rabbi Fayyumi wrote it. 


2 Prov. II, 6. 
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On account of the distance of the author from a centre of 
learning, many references could not be verified. Professor 
J. A. Joffa, of the Jewish Theological Seminary, has kindly 
supplied them. 


P. 19, Yoma 86. Kel. 1, 2, 3, 4. Conf. Midrash R. Gen., parashah 
viii, sect. 11. Mid. Shir Hashirim, parashah i, sect. 6. 

P. 20, Lev, R. ch. xxxii, sect. 5. Conf. Yerushal. Pesachim, chap. 
x, sect I: 

P. 22, Shab. 118-120; Yeb. 93a. Vayikra Rabba, parashah xxix, 
SeCGia ir. 

P. 23, Rashi to Chullin 5a (last line but one). 

P. 24, see Talmud Shabbath 135a. See Talm. Chagigah 12b. 

P. 26, Lev. xxiti, 15. Ps. cxix) 164. 

P. 30, Tal. Berachoth, 28b. 

P. 51, Lew xt; 34) Pal: Succah,) 48a: 

P: 32), Ber. 1) 122.) Mec, 21be Re EY, 32a. 
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Aboth I. 2. 

P. 38, Tal. Maccoth, 23a. Ps. civ, 24. 
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represented. 

P. 58, Cf. Baba Bathra, toa. Cf. Berachoth, 6b; Erubin, 18b. 

P. 59, Gen. xviii, 19. Idem xxvi, 22. Hos, x, 12, Gen. xxxii, II. 
Prov. xvi, 8 Deut. xxxiii, 21. Ps. xvil, 15. 

P. 60. Cf. Tal, Arakin, 15-16. 

P. 61, Ex. xxxii, 31. Gen. xxxix. 9. Idem iv, 3. Ps. xii, 4. Arakin, 
1sb. Tal. Niddah, 13a.; Shabbath, 41a. Nedarim, 31b. 
62, Tal. Pesachim, 118b. Abodah Zarah, 36. Cf. Kethuboth, 67b. 
64, Is. xlvi, 4. 
66, Cf. Abodah Zarah. 3b. 
67, Tal. Taanith, 11a; Berachoth, 61b; Baba Bathra, 15b. 
70, Tal. Yoma, 38b. 
Jie ler Sains eximon Gr. Shabbath) 32a. 
72, see Is. xxxvili, 9-19; Jonah ii, 7. 
79, Tal, Pesachim, 2a. 
81, Cf Tal. Maccoth, 12a; Chullin, 92a. 
. 83, Yalkut sect. 8,11 has 13, add to which “na,” “ana” (see Ber. 9a). 
this would be fifteen. 
. 84, Is. xl, 26. Berachoth, 18b. 
. 85, Deut. xvii, 6; Berachoth, 18b; Ez. xxi, 30. Eccl, ix, 5. See Tal. 
Shabbath, 152b. 

P. 86, Tal. Shabbath, 152b. 

P. 87, Aboth v. 1: Tal Yoma, 38b. Yoma, 87a; Sanh., 113b. 

P. 89, Tal. Succah, 52b. 
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SUPPLEMENTARY NOTES. 


100, “complete” or “completely unrighteous.” See Is. Ix, 21; Idem 
Tal. Sanhed., 8a. 

101, Sanhed., 97b. Is. lix, 16. 

104, Baba Bathra, 15b (line 2). 

118, Cf, Tal. Erubin, 13b. 

119, Cf. Tal, Yoma, 2ob. 

121, Gen. i, 31. Is. xlv, 7. Tal. Shabbath, 77b. 

522) (Cf. Dal} Chazigah, oa. 

124, Tal. Chullin, 133a; Cf. Berachoth, 28a. In Sanhedrin 7b this 


passage refers to the appointment of an unfit judge. 
P. 125, Pirke Aboth vy, 21. Cf, Tal. Sotah, 22b. Pirke Aboth A duit 
Cf. Berachoth, 34b. Cf. Taanith, 16a. Jer. xii, 8 Taanith, 16b. 
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126, Erubin, 113b. Pirke Aboth vi, 8. Cf. Orach Chayim, sect. 


lili, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8; also Taanith, 16a. 
P. 127, Rosh Hashanah, 29a. Orach Chayim liii, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8. Taanith, 


16b. 


aclaslashachas 


. 128, Rosh Hashanah, 292. 


129, Yoma, 38b; Midrash Ruth; Succah, 56b. 


. 130, Shabbath, 77b. 
. 134, Tal. Nedarim, 32b. 
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wwoin my AltA my wiwds Sys vs Toyt21 jon No NID NIDA TP 10 


soy jeonn navy sp acd Sam pads: Ads 1p Asad Aarynds 8 Ary 

oSxyosy press cp menwynds ip Aste ep yo Nan Son xmpnn 
BN SeP ToT 

opm tins onda “Sy ands weeds pos nbds pecsy sy ny app 


Nps ADIpods: anabs mpwa “od TW NA xb 555 xndsa xd Asn 15 


na ‘py sa pax tov apsna ” Sxpy mwy mana obs Jwyn 17 AD 
mypsy my Sonny) wel TION TIT AM!ID Dade phd moNMIDa 
mimsp * Spa ket ma tony XSoyr avy yt Sips mos mow 
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1 read pdyybw. 2 read ASy¥ad. 3 read finyi. 4 read WY. 
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ny Sp mands: apd ads xpxa Sips nnsp ay pdst2) .o2$ ae 
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1 reed NoNdd) NINA. 2 read pam Syn pws Sy. 
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Araiobas Sippy pe qoaety AnSaSy pad mo nAaow Aaayden xdvadiea Sibyy 
so qNdexds op naw nwps Sipydse qn pee anodes Suse sonst aby 
NOD NwpI JNO|NSN WoNID) Npar Asam) Axor ww5x po ND an 
Andob Desde 4 manyp Ayrands poay we amindy Sipyds yo nnaonse 
Anywn2 maxnap vss mya thee SSybe aby tat ade SpySes adibyn 
Mond -axnsdx Sup ssi ap vy owe xd ws xb me an 

J read NNDD, 2 read Aayw7dN, 8 read Any. 4 read MINYD, 
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abs ™ OS NAAN WP Sap yyw Any pmo —bs3 PONDS IP ‘AD {& 
qa bx maym 7225 $33 20 
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mass Syepr Sbybye Ady oSee pminds ow nypdse 8 Adayds: Sy ody mop x3 
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v5 Soy ates Tost ip toe mn ond woth Apoxdads tin vp soAnap 
xd porns kD JOT pO Sa ps aan -Theed po Tae Tn AwN2dy Away de 
1 read pnp, 2 read RvaINoN. 8 read ASydy. 
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1 read ANON. 2 read Aixndx. 3 read ANDM. 4 read RoDONS. 


15 


20 


25 


26 

rap aadsr sabdi$yn pran xb adydas ind Snopes ae adya ayy qs yy 2D 
Sepadan fiends: Moyo det yao ine adydse Spydss i nay yy nnn 
xdi por nda aansy ayes qdset on ataypdaer onrader xpadan Srsdsn 
Josx7 22 3 Obyrp Spydss yatax yo pidsnd onddss yan tpn ND {NID 
Sx aa onn Finpdxa Spybss op Sipyn Sabx yay ayayo pynyn babx5a 5 
‘ym “an “Nad nysax and Spybs ps aot pea ow yaw Sypde 
Sy sa Awtands atxyodsr dows: Aaendsr oxpndsy Synsbs Asa 
finSobs: pads moo nAyaoxp anxnads Sy cp as34 NOD ANNI ANN 
xondya nawnds: nadoe Sxnadsy oxnnds area p Syadxa ao xp anen 
mona pbs oS sono ps 8 2958 PE Nm Ayana Spyds in by 10 
mevsds mp ton Spyds oS na Sapn pnp pany nxt pads noxze 
xpadsy aids yo fantds op xm IND NOD Ton AID nNsads 
Ss sang yo bows: mon sds spss: Srp Atayodsy petdsn Aan 
1» mann AS ASS» Spay yes vd Seba naw Sy po 3 ow add 
mrydss Wpna maxon ‘pnd’ N° INN ND No SAD YPNIM pI ys 15 
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sibs NpDNSN NDI 2D 6 ANMDD) Npo? jRV ONAL Sp PNOIWNdN 
Sowa os an aqosds ps obyse Ayyiwssy onans ‘a xy2oxds nnop 
poonds Sas we ‘Sy Sap soon Sar xp ody ads ypr nd now 55 ponds 25 
nnpy jx) mops npoo jx SN xy nya svas andy qsct yy adSs yn 


J read ADY, 2 read NISN RYH NATID ANYDINI. Sread Nw. 4 read 
NDD). 5 read NANID|N. 6 read AND. 
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1 read xy, 2 read (Madw yo foyer joxds qo Siow. 
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Tread NINN) NING. Zread p99. 8 read nop Sy wdw, 4 read Jin. 
Bread ASyyp). 
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Ampbsa Ardy sertds wp orp pads po pordsodss pnw xvaonds nA 
sank TS ND Sypbxa aod my anos a eS nd$s: onbps vine 
‘abs annoy Sys Symp dann $5 aS bs amino vin pons xp 
DSyN IMT) NY ADD RY NOD AND ADI. AYwID) poss NnaDp 
podayds 
syin yon tp snbybss ps Spay Aaindss we yo MD soa ND “Sy Hy? 
pnans*s 6 yaa sooSy sin snd ySyd) smaxgos xavaayoy aainds 
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1 read NmWON. 2 read NIDN, 3 read NNW NDI and so in the two 
following lines. 4 read xp3, 5 read Ardy, 6 read 4912. 
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1 read SNSOMYN}. 2 read jNor. S read anoas. 4 read boys, 5 read 
mwwyd. 6 tead fiamp, 7 read 93. 
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1 read 4N5s1 ImdN, 2 read NAN. 3 read Av¥ND, 4 read pnxds, 
5 read ANY, & lacuna of about half a line. 
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1 read ‘Sy, 2 read pS, 3 read 399%. 4 read qppdy, 5 read ASD. 
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J read myn, 2 read xSeND NSIT, 8 read ynye, 4 read onde, 
5 read woyool. 
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1 read Abyyp. 2% read AYN, 3 read AnNON., 4 read NSD’, 
5 read 44°. 6 perhaps pp3bx. 7 read} 4) and the same in line 24, 
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1 read jd, 2 read NONI, 3 after AD insert NIN, 4 read moxio. 
5 read AS°$. 
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1 read XY 3% nN, 2 read AnsySe. 3 read qyap. 4 read 475¥". 


5 insert ovnoN between 73 and by. 6 read Jay. 7 read j)N5D). 
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1 delete poy, 2 read ny\DbN. 8 between ANN) and DD w22 insert 
sna. 4 read RDN. 
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l read }N, 2 read AMY, # read q19¥. 4 read pond mms yyy. 
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read ND. 2 read ‘3Sqn, 8 read panda ND, 4 read NBNYSN, 
5 read YIN), 6 read RSND ND WY. 7 read NYT. 
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1 read NW, 2 read NMMY “IM NIM “A 8 read ppp. 
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combs e qoseta ppd so ayy pentdss ap oy 4 x1. B axonsx 
smorny ards nNSyay aoe WoNa Ard wo mdb ANN ND WN 
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8 read A7Nn. 4 read wD. 5 delete 3D. 6 read ANN. 
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soxid Sepp qoyy Sax yo 2 qnvp abn ay abba .Adyw ftp Iya any 
§NAND AT INS wyNdss pa sys 4 nyand nndayy xn noses wndsn 
Rodny ixtods: mdyna ond _oxdo sows sone vada onan ona Sy 
stabs So noisyy op my Sends nby sayp com pp yor pods wbx 
Sst nxoxpo ‘a may tose ndsy inp nods nysi ieynpsn nya yx 
proto: SE nNDNpo yo Tost ayar Arsandar Soxdyy ma sd$sy Ndsh 
sxmbn Sox Tmpn bse anim WAS 6 jNot Jy. VAS IND 
so yo Fane Adan vy orgy dy Sanyo Sn po vdaya nadpn mss 
WS PION xp|ar awSy1 abs Aiy25y1 tondyy aby Saw yo cpp 
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bp onyn ‘SA aNy) NSN 22 onndsyto) anniweap jrotds 
"12 ANpINyD ND pO Td wy aw pe by vSy cathe aiy mr apres 
M31 Fioxdodsa vy 2 won ad yy awSxa snes ody NINN IND 
ASN YS. AID NAN ® ys nypr ste vty AAs possxs onaxdns 
TN nNNdy san jo mwy orrnds wadsn tbat aynwdss Sp ap 
‘yy v2 DS AMaNSn sds robs pronedy Sy axa | cad std 
MANA TDN pNotds So Appr saxvp Nov AAS posbe ww aNd 
sox) cndsn mina wmpN2 nnn ’ady aoidee po aoxd ny weds yard 
jons 9° pons StySsy pyyondey pndsa omwxye yy Sax yo nyo 
wor ws Saxy w$sa $e Sas vpsoan eds sp 1x oper 1x 

lread yw, 2read sap xbin, 3 read np. + read Ayan. 


3 read Apiny, read 392, 7 read mipn wo “bx, 8 read mn. 
9 read Nyy. 
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Anpaya pnd sp yrarsdss po nay dap sma phos xnnpay “Ss Apav $2 
pAnnxos mobs bn vi wads Sax Sean Seo NDAD ADIs NIN) 
x ascands: onpay Sasi sood NaN xm In 53 pnd sma Spray 
wp? Anim pa anddy Tota npr pr a nwNdss vy Tw Ndyd WSNON 
Spy nyo? xd) pat sia on ds sends yy pent NA TY IN 
Aaondss vp on pads pndswds yo ow yop Ao ina maydpy pays war nN) 
Amyds pp xdronndps porns pede Sx nyydss prtp: xb pay 
padi ana) 1 pasyaa xvaaNds mx pr andy pdoya xrTdy at ob 
Sw piss taa3 on in ‘ands aSypy owe pawn xdm pa pyaa NON 
pny nwond needy wna now nwa mon sow jndna warm ‘pan 
mar ps wdaep pas vox ands: 2 ah wee sSnaa ozs Say apy ny*py nyp3n 
8 vd Ny Da OdAD awa Nos a my par peas Nos odd ne 
oD. pana sinpad yn addy: axansy pndaydsey nba $s 
Sgax qaony $y soada pamter vp awn) onndp/ qo pos onnxprwa 
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fo meson pya sors axa op ead poIpn ND oop 

Pmwsn 3242 71 ap ASS yssands asmyer ayonds prdaxds 
nabs Snyp Sy sexo Sin pe aod mK NomnND Ndgads pyad 
wa mony ys ondypp wbb$s yo wa wns sp py op. aN 
 paNaidyp spp wor wis omy mdse ayn nnn axdind bbs ww 
propos vos pysnadss a2 Toya ory 95 pypds: propa ae onxdads 
propos omany xndo whdhs yo ony yea xp yp wySnax py. ip 
pnanpa py ‘sy yore cy onyo xo ye nix dds odpm pmbxp 
ix x mxpbs: Sindy soy4 xo ande amp mort sorta xmwnyS 
sp pynnod Sxpa omtya pen mana jac ahdhss ama py pysnadss por mpwx 
fotpnn osx Wet) ona osydsx1 notes adn yxopbs yo robs 
Ayrpos iad 53 Fama Ayes pondnpy xd yea oss psn yeopbs 

read nvyyi. p33 2 read yin), 3 read xmND Ndi, 
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Sy mee ni aD n5$x per eaoNds avon 1 nsinn Joet2 panibp “sp 
NTDN) ND NNN Anaad por Avdpydss sindxa_ xvdy dixmep wads 
yobs vind banbss Sys wp mendes od Syp a toed 430 xp Sy ees 
Naysonoe Tay Smndsy donde Soxade yo ane xp ppor -mSos xe In 
Samy asad aan axpydsr ands po Svan sp pon daxpna 7584 
xmp xm xpd) aSyS oS sme Spy ip aon wotds ain ads of wp 5 
gindwa xmby Sanne soe Syp qo qdseto) anspr sya m2 129) Nyy 
xmp axpydsy aAos prpnm ASKNbx at mony wD Avda AndSpydes 
Syp sp qdset qo paw aaa x2 $$5 smdssem by a3 ama Nd sina 
yom wos oxpon pen axnsds win *p Syp oss ads Anoeds 924 
8 PM wwthn|a 2 a30Sx vaydx yo 125s Sods txpy NOD MN 
NIDNANON) NANPINY ND DIT NIIN Sin ayy Noa TSaN1 77 Saw Fee 
ponds qo m2 Tpp xdsrxdsan pds raabsa osyds wy 555 xb 
xpo2 yoy) Ansys 3 mxgonon) piydsxa npoxnox) piySxanpoxnon) 
soxdi pnvan m$$s aaapa xpAands Arnydea n2DDNON) NANT NID" 
yap mdse chee ey Fad OD TNMs DID pdsesdee Pset3y Soave Dy 
payin ysy ond apa pend$s 4 ede nnbayty pndapden panbdid pwn 
nde ends ON IRD NMONY RUDY DN IND NS OMI NTTN mpd ND oN 
sasha pwd sor Sep posed yay m5 Sep an Segawa nddse tay nas npnye) 
aosedsqwsy pose ys Sap xan ons ‘Syw Sap nbs moxd on Seana 
own Sse qe xdinp Sap ayandsa Spybs apne *Sap potpnnds 
PEAY MIND AMON JD TAIN MNNDLAIT TAIN DWT ND WvdN vaydN 
oop Sgpseqy xan aN YO MIAN TaNMD ND ANNPN DY ANDNP ND AYD 
saxpnysr anya yo mdse abby Ss ninns Sys amedydp nan ndayds kor) 
aby onde ax xp nan np cynyds: moxpSs sony sinpnys yo OSaN 
pSimy spy yy mype sas inp yy bss yyy mane qbaetar 9 NAW Nr 
mTayp Tost wo ave vdy ary xd ssi meody yo my Dap» xo ovy doy 
1 read ya25x, 2 read paydx, # read n22NDN). 4 read "x, 
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yoonrp aims .omSy wr aaeds jaasr ond wis tess an) 
saxyds nd Sypp spyy Sax yo qnvon poxna 1 aa5Kp yy Sax 
yy Sax yo onp ps) spbsa sip Jnoxnsp ‘ost ndsn wow 1585s 
Ayano Nd) by 5px Noa °DD? yD OAD|IN wN Tost nay V2 Syp 
‘yp yor w2S$ oy weyNn 2000.0 wo Ss ons 5a onpyax wn SAD on 
mp pewpn Sy nyoixds sSoxa ap pix xox pod andonns 2201 
ora yo ons noxdo sya Toe4 sya mdy mead dp xptay nbsp xo 
Awpnds: spa: tani $x 8 saoxds omteni yo soy28 Ome) DATDN) 
NOMNSsanyey ATON|SN NANNY NANININY NNN NANT NYA 


AN Toe SAD sma caspranon pecancnds: nadsynadsr nxnmondea 10 


poonds: taydsxa xd ny oannxy stp nxdaands pris Sy smn 
vase Set 2 NOY NTS ND naaarnds psy nxinwdnd nap yA Ny 
may wo adn yo oo3 aby ndnn ede andsan Sxbn niyo nabs sp 
rap nbdds say anpds 4 Anim Ans|dey neaipydes aay a vypin oondy 


syn soba y75bsn aeadey ayyS5sn Aprpdsey Aaaedsse sya xadse toy 15 


NANNND jx Tosca and saydexa Nor AMNiny NoyE po mds No TNF 
iNady mans NOD NDIND TOF pO WAIN aot nds MND F MAY INI B 
amy Siw? Noo panspaxn axdnse aby Asords nsapy jo psn. aD 
abet pasa avdpydsr ayynwds awoorday sindsa sanoixy sae 
YONS 1 op? Nan xadxoynoes Apsapds vSsx S$ op Anam 
ron possds meia dixon Sy nbapsy a pa on nome amay 
medyx mona obayds ox santiwp ma Syynds cp ym 
payos yo mya: onpos ama psy nop; pds» od myxa vbpom 
ndxydse wea Sp Nw yo Sint gw yo xzanr modsa odaySe anpr tides oe 
iS para y55 omppand ySyey xazds1 spads aan’ wx25 ona yds 
kw a RY ND Oona. Sypy DATP|N) OANIIN) OANNDN) OMenND ops 


1read ‘3725NE. 2 read ‘959.8 read taynbx, 4 read 7, 
5 read jinw 
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mbox pya abs Synss on cave phd py xb py ans a onan py 

mon’ 30 

pixpbs  Synbx 
sere gosta bos Siy minendse abs inn mendes Suge ostop 
aya dyads scp anode eos abSs separ ess gt aSyx annem 5 
ADD pO NEW ITD WN TM Toa ondyds Sse po AND aatpndse 
DINO PD MOTpA 1 Sy Swsedse po ma Abbe mys ap sor mendes 
(aD ADEN TE 79a aNns$s Sye op yoodys Ip ywa_obye ppaxdde 
Aya xe ody son bosoms aysetana Sade Spydse Sy mpayant 
Sypyor Spay Spy ane aysaydse qyoyy oxsinds ood anya desea 2b5y 10 
Ayqao Tsmen max sox swede yd mp ndpyoe nnd Spy sown 
*D NANT MON nade ys y ATaD Ary AM Spy avd Spay adeds 55 
MSNB sndse AnSady obs om ange mvt por AND yw Sipyay anes 
NAS pO Moxa 7a pindssy na mawndy masp andy .nay nAyIoN mp 
PRI A ANSKaN WSs fads toed peop aSN ee mI nose be 15 
sTMMN jo AANdASY Fao Syds yectaxds jo mnaps ty sAnss yy 
Ayranbs ody moyay qbabs bie wae seman pe vidas amb psa aS 
PSD JN cON PRY nN pAYD jw ovonds mydse Apa ma msn ND 
DoS yo wads pips pxS5 ap swabs: 2 non nai SoySy Se woody 
NDOY ANIM |X ANON ND TPN Anon ai po pRDp TND|SN pods oSyy 20 
napnax xo Andaos pads pbay in abs: otpdss pbx po se omby 
AYTIO NAN TTNAN No Yb Spyds wm nbs Aotpyds xanby po yo 
Aas odxy a3 po mm nayn sp awass mse yo 8 poe mbes 55 
Anposs Ton mSx nope Avorss Sxoysden aemedse ovsySeea pmo 
Dap yo Apron mbox mds Syy pps 4 a0N¥D ma AIM AyD IPS: 25 
pray neriyebse Syp po moapy xm Sap swrdsea mane ap posh 
DONY p> OnMNin wayds AetnS aap TSe9 $5 poyeds Sapr prayde 
1 read NON'R, 2 read Anon, * read x¥Sw. 4 read N12). 
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%» mops yi at22DNbx Din Kody Spy -nnpyy +p JSo" mANY Tbet DD 
Suds Spa Andsa onan taxi $a odsn sponds po 9 emtoy 1M) MK 
gsinne$s say Jy donneds tay JoN29 nyod aymands weds ny 
nahin tp waa.0Ndx 7 ends Spr papa yn ads prey as pxdp 
st220N5x “97958 Spy nerds rar DowoN Pay min xp Aina lL nar 
orssbs nbnbs: oS isos yards Sep vos ods may onde 14 
Sep pswds 37 pea tp bonds Supy .xddoss ra onside Sey NIN AD 
xposa toids sin ody tor ptDds Spy uty xy Soy xd) adap xpy 
Swpr -mapno nd Todds ON peo NO aNd Sypy .NMONY N2oY TI 
syax xo ods Sypy unaxy soy sodpanynpixs NDB NII ND Tos 
Sxpr .ooxdxa ma noo ds qaxap yo ord amp nox dx JoNan maw 
wo Anon stds nsp nn weds yo ann tosds vin spy xb owed 
See xasns Sunde Sapp amaxn toy ass iby soon y ys 738 ye Sep 
sain /ads: Sep .paoxa smeaprnsr poasa xp xoppae poaai stds 
noo sp 25s Spy pyevd yp xm sme amos sods ao taoNbs 
manson mos os Spy nN yo Pyne AS. NINsy) ND NSyND 2d 
xbr py xb3.258D TaasDNbee TaNDY ND be Sup mI ANN|Y Naw 05 
naxys Ayytds by oom pea T20Nds tn 89 Oxi in mad Kio ndN 
sect xd onda ya yen yo anny xo 7d a7 39 thx Spr ny oonn 
by prin pros vm yoon xd ps qnsp %Sy pon an nbs Sypr nog 
spy myo xd cnn pasdx in new od ‘bds Sypr -adann xb 4x Jords 
spy Tpeansy xO ye NIN NID ANINtS any poy weyds Sxpr nx 
pysjo daesim xnodysy pyadxp pr qo wads $y aps xd andes 
ANIWN MNT NPD Ayo Abs Sa ne Aa nd Sepp aad pads 
my pa ynssday abSos sipn pons so S88 doe ASN proyan Aden 
nndy Sips mmSy poarnndsr mdse paononds po xadys ye ap mdy Saindsn 
1 read Anmt, 2 read ND, 3 read 1x Sp. 
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min nasa Awos poeds in Aoxpy po ome aa ap abby amie 
on pads av Sy Sansa Sp on onds fend$y Am yssy dpxdss 
my sSy wane Spin $$o$y ap pa ona ASnop onde pa mintnpy 
tos Sxosbs po mb on NOD NAY asiyds 1 MD on NOD Noydsp 
NTSN Fonds TI Sma yaran adds ay ads nnariyo indi po 
MD MIND ND pO sas yy apr andedoy xmoy J|ay NADI Nmay My 
pypods orion orbs oy ovdxds: xpwhes por tyodse vy pinads yo 
aepvos Jaan) away Sy sands po snwy AaaSy obs Aayddee my 
nma oan saayS) awa Ss pods rye onn pdb ps$ey ovsySes 
nbd NO NMNDNONy NAM ND NS NANDTSAD ND TSN 

Dm 
AD '2D AD yRrw pw Sy Sanna NEI ND?) ssi yin 20 43 5p) 
ana onn ap Aye qo cen Tost Siym Aainds orwa poy xa 
Hyer yyosp rainy ad xy ann avy Sy FiosSy San pws pee in 
Tm) Sy npmd ON °D ANS 72 OTT yNIN ND prod Npwdyr sndads y ‘3D 
pn wop* 2 nopy aywds vp AayS oxy) onNEN oma $n Nan os 
poxds NBD ND) foNdse INDPND TTI NoNdsr Taydsd way Dede 
‘729201 .ndpasy nSp2 4p panyyw pdipy amy nn om qdsh2 
xd yn moos xe? px tax qoan xdy nSp2 xo Am ands pea oN Nv qbsc4 
epoxy) mesopdsy nost xp foxdy amex jo xp xd Shan 
bet yd Sedsa sonxde .soan xdy yan eb) spon x5 aod theeton 
synods ma onmxi xo yroinot s22$p yap mdse: py 4 Sup Sox 
MP IN pDON NOD NN? 8295 praeds anyor xvod qhet 1 oxdpss: nary 
fords: psy py) psa yn mS$s wen Sapr syay Ayo 1 Awad 
mends nas Sass sown yo ser wenn $x$ dsm aay eps 
many xdvraeae nods Syp abset py ayy spy a Sy Ards peday 6 ny 


1 read Abps. 2 read NDP). ® read ‘nxyp. 4 perhaps xdyx ede, 
5 delete ny. 
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AM CTAD NTNANY Naa Soy saab Tost Ayrwse Sap pow IND|SN NIN 
sbi NYY) NTTINY NY mbsn 1 xp) Ayands Ads yo DDI ni pa 
me oxoxps ocypds ops) DB) Dos TPH 7373) 13358 

annms 
bendy xmaandse pot Teas DIBI 2 ~OdM PRI Txt ND nba 
moNMID “INDON DNYIN 2 PID IND IPr Np yo Nps yosn yo oxdpds 
mots TSN vp Aw pswox AKpNa onnapds Sy 330 Ip TIN AT 
aymbxy HadaDdse [NOTNON po 842 PO NH NIDD DANII DONYON "PNA yxdad 
snbsyna adySs pndmi ‘ap nna12 Sewn anoys Wn ons Aprpnds 
Seynpp nea “ON AoaNdx IN ADIN TINNDNI Wen WD 93 
bes Spm ansanbe mndpSe iam potpnndy. NYDINEN PRIN NNPIN YD 
spot) AINY 2 TID “OND yD Aad wos Sy MONDMN AD NIN 
x) dona xb) on ona xpar edi ppbsnbs pa fiordods down qext 
mrobxa noesdy ais xo eee am mNdD bond ninnar xd cnn Avis 
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Gomi ap massa mayan dss tondsy Aavanden Sayds2 22 nw 13 
odpm sox anno mayy Say yoconx spr xd nn mea pexyds nnan3 
nasiads omdy ran wmpxa ovpdse adds on Nop aD NPN SN|ryD 
nddse ron somes meansinaby nawsbay Adowhs pysdsr AooxaK 
moxyr vpndsy pod ea) NI! .AMWID) OAT TAY dus }y moN 2D 
AIAN mse Nmwos ae by ony awa ap MoS syn tp ys 1937 
mbox aa2pN ANY NSD AA DIDO IND. AMY Mp pow wp) aN yo! 
mpxdse Sie nn ndap 22 aba cney ad asaads nsriynds Sypa yn 
pysbs: pons panawbe an pinepds jNTNAN PI NN fondods pra 
painds Spam pyadsr pavnds: pa ina ww npr xpp xd fyIoN3 
soot x Sy Sedta onsaoy tapos: amabs bos Aotpa awe 
roo oxdods snes ody ond sass Spay Aptpobds: Ayinds yo 
1 read}, 2 read 78, 3 read ADD. 


63 

mass osays ow mone Sy See neat onSmonay poppy $x oneam 
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mae pals Sx mawm vbvspay asian vdsn oat $a $y yen 
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sy saaytqa ps $7 combs abepy cnowense anya sos pry yd yyy 
1S YeAM) IDI PN YD DIONE WN PED NY aw? DD opty Sey paw 
posaa in co mawn peay Sw os Sr vSypr aansep sen inptyy yn 
soy avapn and ox yown cpa ox ayn oy ova 12 N27) 
ost yoda poxan mawn peay yn pons mep ymmnw qd yanby 
NONDIIN NID INIWSN ND TN) ATayodys dyapS pros Sgpx pwd and 
nvansa adsn ovata $5 qyeyo1 75 aya axnadss SypS nad prsiydss 

odypa nyoen pads sy nae po 
sy yan “Sy xsppr tp yd yn adds: sey ype qoecd aap tp ys aay 
oxi Sy prmmay xdgedse poad pry obey poty pry jy ym ony 


1 read pydmonmi. 
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wa pm mds Sxpr arads: nye ns pos spar $3 01 4 orya $5 
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pane pans odo yay Spi ay pi ra wean Ds os Deny 5x3 
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AYN Mpyw IBD °p os 72 WNT) PANT AYP *N23) pin PIA NAA 
sonny *p AmiawS anna sym xb yo onde qbset e poagde pseady 
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vy mad pe Syne aay penn yea pana apts) Hawn new Sowa 
na oyna yyy naw cor ases Spray aip idenr ao es 
ayy Syn ayn $y asm oy sin penn poy 7S sia qa$e mon pbeny 
DINK YAP NyD DNs aN NAT nya fonds pxds op Sap mine ya 
mim may Sse ma ona adSp one swe aay Ssgpy vy admin ow 
pypy 5 pnmpdy Sxpy.n2" aapinn won $x mDI2 |AwAY DON ene pa 


1 delete A”y, 2 between 1339 and nya insert Yn’. 3 read Rwn. 
4 read pyIn, 5 read pinpdn. 
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2» 8 obs 
M38 8d ep 2 Nd oD nprep noord sbe3 pea and bap vine 
TON YN ADEN TS wodyre DAd Nadp snubs vw nds pany ° onSp3 45 
pny pasxdy vy moans sw orp 525 Sny Aywa op 55 tayn yx 


1 read N23N. 2 read Syin’. 8 read ‘5x, 4 read NY, 5 read NYND, 
6 delete p’y, 7 read my5x. 8 read mm Dw, 9 read n5po, 
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Shoa AvAD nave npor qdeeiay.925 17 oS NYpo onn dandya we 
nod MpNySnoN) NoSy DAMIIAID WoyM NOD SDI ND AMNdN pRD NIA 
mom pa end pryoy wt pa soo Sp qost pop Nonny propa 
assy pom nd$s psn xmp Ainds: artayi qowan a> Spy .Arinds 
Syma ArDe Amanda sayy wy Nd Abbe Fa0S sin ty Sspy .aetass D2" 85 
Sunn xoxax yo ponds sade avy pw Aa sans “dx a ano 
Sano NANI OFANAR “Sy yn3B Adi tp yy FSnnbx A AoSs Au 
xp xmoxone navel Spyder deinds ond) Atonnds andsinea 
pads yo pov 095 pray adds sey Spy cadann sbi qbset San ni 
axnsby Sax xv opr condap yo idee kd onedis Sion max Sap nadap 9 
Soe a fo Jw cp moa ier Sxpy .Ayinds wrpn onn xdny noon Sap 


1 read xpd, 2 between noyn and a0 insert NN maeyd 
wenden. 
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SxS yobs wpa nds ow wnaw ox spr qnyaa wopy xdv nea net 
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ponds pomp on wo ogy dard eds Ss pers: pop i aida xn 1 
vow Joan winpds poxsss swxM_ wip woe 1D omamtn 35) 
pix aa) N5 tds praySs at pay ates aoede Syn ys yaw dyn 
yop my pon ayy 55 4Sy95 pein ino > war xd sw oN DID IPD 
monmy apna map) andy pao ap dx nbsp yobs dyin 
wopys Sam ap ody spr.qdst Sen ain x2a2* max 1S) pends nnn 
TIN Pys x pa Tp yd x5) Aye Syp Sy wompaw mdpr modadis op 
Tread MX) YIINI NNN Dwy mn. 2 for pyy’ the usual rea- 
ding is pytx, # between pn and mt insert pp’ pan ‘aapa 1295). 470) 
pp’ 0225 pn omitted in other readings, 5 for \wy) the usual rea- 
ding is D715). 6 read 337. 7 after \np add yyw NIA y05~ 'n, Sread TN), 


®between Dyn and 1nnv insert Dyn ION. 3° read yp). 11 read o> 
12 read O35 13O1W1 O39 DN. 
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NOD) DIPSN ANISI NIIN IP O’Y NITTMD) INA ND OTIN|DN “D PONT 
sAD x pndroa ony wa ods pod cor +p Sxasby 1 fonds $x 
oxmixos xayon xSamsto fords xoond Syvindy $4 55 «p 7bst Sap 
pn node AN promds miata qoetay.xmAsd qpws$s sAynn xy 
SAxsmix rpiop some an jo 19925) qds5 SA» netdin nda aa 
mona yp wemw nd$s mom maby dst wp wandip ayy panyoy Add 
Jac3 73 pyein s mbaawa oay den mbaen na mam 2 maya SxS mdpy 
ayy Sy25wn .mxdan yp no say nw naw awy Joe qd 4 mous 
yen § pan ann Seyow ny pn om jw 7 add ov pn © pap awe oy 


1read aby, 2read mp3 xb 2 read maa naw Oy 193 dwn. 
4 read mx. 5 read 12 Sym 6% between pid and ‘3Iy"DM insert 
pIpy pn yyw ib. 7 read nbya cyn. 8 another reading is 
pin pon. 
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mbm paxpbs Synbx 

yaxpds: Synbx 

Arends at sods aevder xamnds on ond So3ubs 24 
my $5 ap ads ps ma mya xaeeny addy gaye sSe ay odyne aspadan 
mp sos Syndxp dings the Synod Sem qo pepaxds: Spo te 
qoxt pea amp qa ds Sends po pnw xdyer xpie nave 
0 IN¥ nn nNzdn pNyods tp Anpdsa say aSpddya ovyy pro 
m3 Atnows onde 9 Apo max aby pp 30 mb$x adpap athe aby 
Anpos: hn spon avSass pads xantxax xopo ayrands anp Tdson 
JAs$p 2 Aposds 7$n mags nn Aoods oo 1p qbxon ano ND Avon 
snn aps aids ovonds Ayyaya dinbdyp Apdy 2 mine toe7 ty2 on 
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mbpay ws aD poesds sap stds nods py any aa onny any Span yx x 
ToN3 pO php pry yo Toon po msnSp eotbe oro vd Tbxon 1 VD 
Toy eyo nd) ord xd sop aby pow xd vp pa wade adgnbs bands 
Sy sory TxD) ADoNSN NADANSD: Aayodse xan xwtbs oD? 19 


MDNEIN pr$n) morn TAD Day NTS OD. “Sx THIS Typ sm ANdnSN 25 


abxn qo ndpa sox ap poesds: yx ody ody mp wea tbs aan tpad 
Ap aa Atnnn Penp.Ay|s Aan Ss Ay mans 1 ao$s aban oe nya 
1 read ‘bye, 2read nvNyY, 3 read NONSy) xond. 
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MAVaNy wD ovN Tp mawS avy omayson adt mo Nw ND J Ny 
2 ona xvoy ain SA nd SA pw ody Sy xbyede Sry ap aady abet 
‘Sy mgm pd xo xmeioy nosdsy paxsmdsr axed Soxnbs yo 
xy so ond Sms ons ann ase pos Ty Toy pd DONdS ND 1D NONND 
sono 952° 0d son AAD 2 Abs ap s2pSs qSyx421 ond adn ob xvp 
wma S25 q2 ney x5 Seed poner ypn apd wat tan aps xabap 
Anpa smdy sqyn yo San xd mae ops aL. OVP NANDD Toei 
mby xowpas ANY) oN? ony Sxpr txp ws pny smy Sep 
lread 19D. 2read KAD. 8 read NASy, 


25 


75 
Dan) NYBON NNDB OD Mp DEIN ys Se mnie nox ds in 
1mpsnsy paxdoy orynds aasnso ava mar xtde pv sind 
3 INYM) PINYD. JONI) WP) Ow NOW NI Aw M1 rdds 
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moyon moxa xp Soxn apd xd ond dp yn opp xannyy op) NADY IX 
/Y3 N75 4p) S55 party bp DAWA Fyn ADISN NIN NY PAN 
Aaxat yo am SpySse sp Sone eo tba Sy rthad mas Sespy pdaeydee 15 
1 JOOSN TD OWN ND NDI ATT pow ands NAD Dad ND OVNI 
‘sxx ADOSSNa rap po Sia ay yim meade NAD ND DDN) FANT PO 
ini wd) stows mao Asandsr bbe Sis Anyds Sen sSy sm xvas 
xd sro aetpo Sy aibydy ve repose tn ped sotyd Anaxds wow dads 
poinn jody pds ‘ap boy pe abet Sev ump day xb) aytyn a4p» 20 
TondixdSs oS max mood & Aaya Tbx4 jp oN yrs *e TSenby 
oxpinds yo det maw or petotaban Sida Sade od SA av peioe 
AD) Tom axdsiy aes a2 yo oANds Sap andy xy aduends Averioe 
1» mpds $a osradse why prvndss 8 pao SAD sie Syd adr abet on 
Aaedodsa adds: sabyiy pS ppp qbeciny .2 Appiny Abn ponpn yon 25 
xnyosea Toxtay -pndsynds qo Apoino 52 ownadsy Dba SA aby Spada 


1 read fabndp. 2 read $3. 8 read Non, 4 read N*DINSN, 5 read 
Syin, 6 read 493. 7 read pxDISND. 8 read qNoY, 9 read AyDIND. 
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sero: nya qo Ade Ads A yo pxwp vin NO mo OID NAD IND 
abyen *dy Aden po jromds Spay ap mdb pe IDF NID |VIND -NTIDNA 
seidy wo AanT Awe Ales ody Adem tone Andee yA) 3 YEN 

apy) tna cds Ans INN. 
smnyny pe apy ody AnSbse wow pads. wba qdset ny xnbp 
1» may ade qn ode Sagi rpa ods ob py 
onmdy vp mony sero oyyn poids Sov pe pone ade pion ombs 
syito oe ey) Pox ane ND ON oD ONpY AN JOD DB 

1 read NSNDR, 2 read NPY NON) NTYD NON, 
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ny ap wads won Np yo TAs ANd$p wp *DS wISe pe cdyn sed ba 
nnd$p pop .xnSy2 7|Nx7 11 ama poy) oma pay ANT NOD TINAyI 
mat yop sh nn ad pers cap sxadse oo pinnn mANNYN IN 
Apabsy Aaoyds yo aed mp a nds soem dS one jo 
xypx nds y$y195 9S ae an ena SawSsey yn md$se aad ay Adpadsy 
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"iyo poo Anpards Sax qdstoy on papaND 8n..0N Danny) 
1 read Nv, 2 read pyr’, 3 read Aiyods, 
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yoands: ySsp spr .nd$s soy Aaypy NATADNY NAPANSN NADsYN AD Aw 
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ayyp oS mo tx onow ops Anson ods op ap) .Ayt) Aine ben JN 
Gemynox pass Jan) sma Arends app an pv nibs pw voy es 
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pxy omp mina indy xed ysea ‘pan edn 9 ox ws xby p35 
xSoueey sia yy ine nora any wdypy  ynnn InN Toy NI AY 
Ty Twain ww yoray rd ws 5p op ‘pan todn wd ow yD 
povay onvaxd Syne pa ayiow may ody ins pews apna pS ims 
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